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DISCUSSION 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  5 – E (1) 
 

DATE:  February 19, 2020 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT 

General Education Revisions and Related Topics for Consideration  
 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 
BOR Policy 2:5 – Transfer of Credit 
BOR Policy 2:7 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum 
BOR Policy 2:26 – Associate Degree General Education Curriculum 
AAC Guideline 8.1 – General Education Implementation Guidelines 
AAC Guideline 8.2 – Modifications to General Education Requirements 
AAC Guideline 8.3 – Associate Degree General Education Curriculum Requirements 
AAC Guideline 8.4 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum Requirements 
AAC Guideline 7.1 – Dual / Concurrent Credit Administration Guidelines 
 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 
 
Discussion Topic #1 – Revisions to Guidelines  

1. See Attachment I for proposed revisions to AAC Guideline 8.2 and Form 8.2 (General 
Education Revisions Form), which clarify the following:  
(1) Policies 2:7 and 2:26 “establish that the Gen Ed component of all baccalaureate and 

associate programs shall consist of the System General Education Requirements. 
References to Institutional Graduation Requirements have been removed. 

(2) The timeline and procedure for proposing modifications to General Education 
requirements, which must be approved by the Board. Proposed revisions include an 
opportunity for a first reading of proposed modifications at the December AAC 
meeting and facilitate alignment with AAC Guideline 8.1, Section 2: 

Institutions must advance General Education curriculum requests to the 
committee in December and make recommendations to AAC for consideration 
at their annual February meeting. AAC General Education curriculum 
recommendations will be forwarded to the Board for consideration during their 
March meeting. 

(3) The General Education Committee’s role in proposed modifications to System General 
Education Requirements. 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-5.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-7.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-26.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_1_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_2_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_3_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_4_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/7_Guidelines/7_1_Guideline.pdf
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(4) Minor course modifications are included in General Education modifications that 
require Board approval. 

(5) New course approval processes must be completed before a new course will be 
considered for inclusion in General Education.  

An existing note was edited in Guideline 8.2 and Form 8.2 to clarify that new 
course approval processes must be completed before a new course will be 
considered for inclusion in the General Education course list: NOTE:  This 
process does not include approval for the development of a new course.  If 
the proposal does include the development of a new course, the new course 
process must be completed before the course will be considered for 
inclusion in any set of the General Education Requirements.   

2. To align to BOR Policies 2:7 and 2:26, one word was changed in AAC Guideline 8.4 and 
AAC Guideline 8.3: 
Policy further establishes that the courses permitted to meet System General Education 
Requirements are approved by the Board of Regents each year during the March December 
meeting.  

 
Related Case #1 – Board staff received questions about how and when institutions can make minor 
course modifications to general education courses. Do minor modifications require approval or 
simply notification?  
 
See Attachment II for minor course modifications that have impacted SDSU’s current list of 
approved courses on the SGR 1-6 list. Two of the course changes are revisions to existing courses 
and one is for deletion from SDSU’s approved list of courses.   
 
Goal Course Proposed Revision Explanation 
SGR #3 POLS 253 Current World 

Problems 
Revision to an 
approved course 

Revised Title – Current World 
Issues 

SGR #3 WMST 101 Introduction 
to Women’s Studies 

Deletion of an 
approved course 
from the set of 
approved courses 

 

SGR #4 ART 121 Design I 2D Revision to an 
approved course 

Cross-listed/Equated Course – 
DSGN 121 Design I 2D 

 
 
Discussion Topic #2 – Transferability of System General Education Requirements 
 

AAC members briefly discussed questions regarding the transferability of HSDC General 
Education courses at the January 2020 meeting but did not reach consensus on the 
questions presented: 

 

https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_4_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_3_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/aac/Documents/2020/2020-01-AAC/4_C1_AAC0120.pdf
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What happens if a student takes a course that is not General Education at their home campus 
and then transfers to another institution within the System where it is also not General 
Education? Does that course get counted toward their General Education requirements at 
the new institution because it is on the approved course list? 

 
Current language is as follows: 

BOR Policy 2:5.2.1 
2.1. Internal Transfer of General Education Coursework 

2.1.1. A student who has completed the general education requirements outlined in 
Policy 2:7 and 2:26 at the sending Regental institution will have completed the 
equivalent degree level requirements at the receiving institution regardless of the 
course distributions or approved course lists. In any subsequent evaluation of any 
transfer or non-course work, equivalencies for system common courses and system 
general education courses will not be changed. 
2.1.2. A student who has not completed all general education requirements at the 
sending institution will be required to complete additional coursework consistent 
with the course requirements at the receiving South Dakota Regental institution. 

BOR Policy 2:7.4 
4. Transfer of System General Education Requirements 

Students who complete the System General Education Requirements at any SD 
Board of Regents institution and then transfer to another SD Board of Regents 
institution will have fulfilled the System General Education Requirements at the 
new institution even if the receiving institution has different credit/course 
distribution and approved course lists. All prerequisites for associate and 
baccalaureate programs must be completed as determined by the student’s degree 
plan. See SDBOR policy 2:5 for additional guidance on transfer of general 
education credits. 

  AAC Guideline 8.1, Section 4.3.1 
4.3. General Education Transfer 

4.3.1. System General Education Requirements successfully completed at the 
sending South Dakota Regental institution will be accepted towards meeting these 
requirements at the receiving South Dakota Regental institution. 

 
Statements on campus websites suggest variation in interpretation and application of general 
education transfer policies and guidelines: 
 

BHSU 
“A course that counts toward a general education requirement at one regental campus will 
count towards the same general education requirements at another regental campus 
regardless of whether the campus offers that course.” 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-5.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-7.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_1_Guideline.pdf
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DSU 
“A course that counts toward a general education requirement at one campus will count 
towards the same general education requirement at another campus regardless of whether 
the campus offers the course.” 
 
NSU 
“General education requirements successfully completed within the South Dakota higher 
education system will be accepted as meeting requirements for similar degree programs.” 
 
SDSMT 
“The required core is listed below as well as the courses currently offered through SD 
Mines. … For a complete list of courses that will fulfill the requirements, see the General 
Education Requirements Checklist.” [Note: The checklist includes many, but not all, of the 
general education courses offered in the regental system.]  
 
SDSU 
“A course that counts toward a General Education System Requirement at one of the 
Regental campuses will count toward the same General Education goal at another campus, 
regardless of whether or not the campus offers that course. Students who complete the 
System General Education Requirements at any SD Board of Regents institution and then 
transfer to another SD Board of Regents institution will have fulfilled the System General 
Education Requirements at the new institution even if the receiving institution has different 
credit/course distribution and approved course lists.” 

USD 
“Students who complete the System General Education Requirements at any SD Board of 
Regents institution and then transfer to another SD Board of Regents institution even if the 
receiving institution has different credit/course distribution and approved course lists. All 
prerequisites for associate and baccalaureate programs must be completed as determined 
by the student’s degree plan. … A student who has not completed all general education 
requirements at the sending institution will be required to complete additional coursework 
consistent with the course requirements at the receiving South Dakota Regental 
institution.” 

Related Case #2 – Board staff recently received questions about granting General Education credit 
for other institutions’ General Education courses. Students wanted to take online sections of 
courses offered at another regental institution and expected their home institution to accept those 
credits as General Education credits. Here is an example related to SGR #6:  
 

Does our campus have to recognize an SGR #6 course that doesn’t include a lab (e.g., 
INFO 101 Introduction to Informatics) or one that is designed for education majors (e.g., 
PHYS 104/104L)? 
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GOAL #6 Students will understand the fundamental principles of the natural 
sciences and apply scientific methods of inquiry to investigate the natural world. 
As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will:  
 

a. Explain the nature of science including how scientific explanation are 
formulated, tested, and modified or validated.  

b. Distinguish between scientific and non-scientific evidence and 
explanations, and use scientific evidence to construct arguments related 
to contemporary issues.  

c. Apply basic observational, quantitative, or technological methods to 
gather and analyze data and generate evidence-based conclusions in a 
laboratory setting.  

d. Understand and apply foundational knowledge and discipline-specific 
concepts to address issues, solve problems, or predict natural 
phenomena.  

 
Each course meeting this goal must include the following student learning 
outcomes: a, b, c and d 

 
Discussion Topic #4 – A Limited Set of General Education Courses 
 

 What is meant by a “limited” list/set of courses?  
 What/Who determines the limits? 
 How do General Education transfer practices impact the effectiveness of the list? 
 Should campuses have greater freedom to determine content of general education 

courses on their respective lists, including specialized courses in a given subject area?  
 
Approved courses for each system goal are listed in AAC Guidelines 8.4  and 8.3, and a 
December 2018 spreadsheet, titled Zero Sum Campus Matrix (approved and deleted 
courses) shows the courses that each campus has added and deleted since the “zero-sum 
matrix” was established in December 2017. 
 

AAC Guideline 8.1, Section 2 
2.1.1. To ensure clearly defined educational pathways for students a “limited” set of 
General Education courses will be maintained in AAC guidelines, and the committee will 
make every attempt to maintain a “limited” set of courses to meet the six General 
Education goals outlined in BOR policy 2:7 and 2:26.   
2.1.2. To meet the learning outcomes affiliated with each of the six General Education 
goals, courses should be designed to foster student intellectual development in the given 
content area. 

2.1.2.1. Discipline specific courses designed to meet unique goals or learning 
outcomes will be excluded from the list of approved courses. 
2.1.2.2. Specialized courses with a narrow lens in a given subject area should be 

https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_4_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_3_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/_layouts/15/xlviewer.aspx?id=/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/GE-Zero-Sum-Course-Matrix_Approved-Deleted-Courses.xlsx
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/_layouts/15/xlviewer.aspx?id=/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/GE-Zero-Sum-Course-Matrix_Approved-Deleted-Courses.xlsx
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_1_Guideline.pdf
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limited, especially when additional foundational knowledge is necessary for a 
student to gain an understanding of the content area.    

2.1.3. To accomplish the goal of maintaining a limited set of courses, a zero-sum 
approach will be used to manage the addition of new courses seeking final approval by 
the Board of Regents under the following framework: 

2.1.3.1. Institutions must request the removal of an existing General Education 
course from the approved matrix to coincide with the addition of a new course 
for any given goal area. 
2.1.3.2. When a common course is approved for inclusion by one Regental 
institution, the course will be included on the matrix for all institutions currently 
offering the course.  In these instances, non-originating institutions will be waived 
from the requirement to remove a course under the zero-sum approach.   

 
Related Case #3 – See Attachment III for SDSU’s PHYS 115 New Course Request proposal and 
General Education SGR #6 Addition proposal. 

 
At the August 2019 retreat, AAC members discussed the possibility of including major-
specific courses on the General Education course lists. The general consensus was to leave 
this up to individual campuses to decide, within the limits of the “zero-sum” approach.  
 
In September 2019, the General Education Committee rejected SDSU’s proposal to include 
PHYS 115 on the course list for SGR #6. Members who voted no cited Guideline 8.1, 
Section 2.2.2 as the reason: 

 Discipline specific courses designed to meet unique goals or learning outcomes 
will be excluded from the list of approved courses. 

 Specialized courses with a narrow lens in a given subject area should be limited, 
especially when additional foundational knowledge is necessary for a student 
to gain an understanding of the content area.    

 
Discussion Topic #5 – Roles and Scope of the System General Education Committee 
 
Who serves on the System General Education Committee and what is the scope of the committee’s 
responsibility and authority? 
 
The System General Education Committee is mentioned in the following: 
 
BOR Policy 2:7.5 
 

5. System General Education Committee  
 

Each university shall appoint at least one representative to the System General Education 
Committee. Additional representatives may be drawn from all SDBOR universities as 

https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/aac/Documents/2019/2019-08-AAC/3_B_AAC0819.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_1_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-7.pdf
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needed to conduct assessments and accomplish committee work. Two members of the 
System Assessment and Testing Committee will also serve on the System General 
Education Committee. The System Vice President for Academic Affairs (or designee) and 
a member of the Academic Affairs Council (or designee) will serve as ex officio members. 
The Committee shall:  
 
5.1. Advise the Academic Affairs Council on matters related to general education, 
including student learning outcomes, curriculum, policy, guidelines, and processes to 
ensure faculty oversight of the general education curriculum 
 
5.2. Conduct the assessment of System General Education Requirements as described in 
BOR policy 2:11 
 

BOR Policy 2:11.3 
3. System General Education Committee  
Each university shall appoint at least one representative to the SDBOR System General 
Education Committee. As noted in Policies 2.7 and 2.26, this committee is responsible for 
identifying the general education student learning outcomes with appropriate faculty input.  
The System General Education Committee shall provide guidance to the Assessment and 
Testing Committee to:  

A. Formulate or select system rubrics or measures for the assessment and 
evaluation of general education standards.  

B. Design and maintain a process for the assessment and evaluation of the System 
General Education Requirements.  

C. Recruit, train and engage faculty members to assess and evaluate student 
attainment of general education goals and outcomes.  

D. Serve as liaisons on their campuses for matters related to assessment of general 
education. 

 
AAC Guideline 8.1, Section 2 

2. General Education Committee 
2.1. As outlined in BOR Policy 2:7, the System General Education Committee is 

responsible for making recommendations to the Academic Affairs Council (AAC) 
related to General Education student learning outcomes, curriculum, policy, 
guidelines and processes for ensuring faculty oversight of the General Education 
curriculum.   

2.2. The committee will review institutional requests for new courses to be approved to 
meet the system General Education goals and make a recommendation to AAC prior 
to advancing to the Board of Regents for approval.  

… 

 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-11.pdf
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3. Committee Review of General Education Assessment Outcomes. 
3.1. Following the assessment of student sample work against the approved rubrics in 

General Education Assessment guidelines, the committee will engage discipline 
councils to evaluate the outcome of the assessment process and make 
recommendations to: 
3.1.1. Further refine the criteria across the three common standards for exemplary, 

proficient, below proficient for the approved rubrics; 
3.1.2. Modify or add additional learning outcomes for their respective goal areas; 
3.1.3. Evaluate course alignment against the system learning outcomes; 
3.1.4. Provide guidance for assignments submitted as a result of the course random 

selection process; 
3.1.5. Propose revisions to the General Education assessment process.  

3.2. The General Education committee will consider recommendations from the 
discipline councils and propose revisions to either AAC guidelines or BOR policy 
2:7 or 2:26.  

 
Discussion Topic #6 – General Education Assessment (to be continued to April 2020 AAC) 
 

BOR Policy 2:7 and BOR Policy 2:11 require all universities to participate in a “shared 
process” or “collaborative assessment and evaluation process.” 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – Revised AAC Guideline 8.2 and Form 8.2 
Attachment II – POLS 253 Current World Problems (minor course modification) 

     ART (DSGN) 121 Design I 2D (minor course modification) 
     WMST 101 Introduction to Women’s Studies (Deletion) 

Attachment III – PHYS 115/115L Physics of Structures & Buildings and Lab (new  
    course request) 
    PHYS 115/115L Physics of Structures & Buildings and Lab (SGR 6  
    addition) 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-11.pdf
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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS GUIDELINES 

Section 8: General Education 
Title: Modifications to General Education Requirements 
Number (Current Format) Number (Prior Format) Date Last Revised 
8.2 III.B 12/201902/2020 
Reference: BOR Policy 2:7 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum 

BOR Policy 2:26 – Associate Degree General Education  
Related Form(s):  

 
 

Board Policies 2:7 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum and 2:26 – Associate Degree   
General   Education   Requirements,   establish   that   the   General   Education component of 
all baccalaureate and associate programs shall consist of the System General Education 
Requirements., Institutional Graduation Requirements, Globalization/Global Issues 
Requirement, and Writing Intensive Requirement.  Further, these policies list the approved 
courses that students must complete to fulfill the established requirements in each area. The 
limited list of courses approved to meet each of the established system goals will be maintained 
as guidelines managed by the Academic Affairs Council and approved by the Committee on 
Academic and Student Affairs. The list of courses approved to meet each of the Baccalaureate 
and Associate Degree General Education established system goals will be closely monitored by 
the System General Education Committee and Academic Affairs Council to ensure course 
relevance, program coherence, and breadth of student choice.  Board action is required to 
implement any changes.  Proposed changes to the courses permitted to meet System General 
Education Requirements are approved by the Board of Regents each year during the March 
meeting.  This includes adding or deleting courses as well as any revisions to a course already 
included in the list of courses which fulfill the established requirement.   To recommend changes 
to these requirements, the following guidelines will be followed. 
 

1. Prior to the December AAC meeting, The  department  chair/dean  notifies  his/her  VPAA  
of  the  intent  to  propose revisions  to  any  course  that  fulfills  a  General  Education  
requirement  or  an addition to or deletion from the list of approved courses that fulfills 
a General Education requirement.   Typically, this notification will include established 
campus procedures that direct the review of proposed curricular changes.   The 
notification will include the request form. 

 
2. Following established system-level curricular review procedures, the VPAA will notify 

the system CAO and other AAC members of the request.  The VPAA posts the 
proposal on the University web site in time for a first reading at the December AAC 
meeting. 
 

2.3.The General Education Committee will convene to review proposals and make its 
recommendation on each proposal. 

ATTACHMENT I     9

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-7.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-26.pdf
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3. If the request involves a change to the components of the General Education requirements 

that are unique to the University (Institutional Graduation Requirements, 
Globalization/Global Issues Requirement, and Writing Intensive Requirement), follow 
the procedures outlined in subsection 3a.   If the request involves a change to the 
System General Education Requirements, follow the procedural steps outlined in 3b. 

 
3a. Unique requirements 

 AAC comments will be sent to the VPAA and the system CAO. 
 If needed, an AAC discussion will be scheduled. Otherwise, the system CAO 

will consult with the VPAA and then make a recommendation to COPS for 
review/action. 

 The Executive Director will review recommendations received and will 
formulate a recommendation to the Board. 

 The Board will review the proposal and take action. 
 

3b. System General Education Requirements 
 The Senior Administrator will request from each of the involved 
universities’ VPAA, the name of a university representative to serve on a system-
wide review team. 
The Senior Administrator will inform the convener of the timeline established for 
the review.  The convener will be the representative from the university requesting 
the change. 

  
 The convener of the General Education Committee will submit the completed 

request form and a summary of the team’s committee’s discussions to the Senior 
Administrator who will place the request on the AAC agenda for consideration at 
its February meeting. 

 Following AAC discussion, the system CAO will make a recommendation to 
COPS for review/action. 

 The Executive Director will review recommendations received and will 
formulate a recommendation to the Board at its March/April meeting. 

 The Board will review the proposal and take action. 
 
 
NOTE:   This process does not include approval for the development of a new course.  
The process to approve a new course must be completed before the course will be 
considered for inclusion in any set of the General Education Requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
SOURCE: 
AAC February 2007; August 2016 (Clerical); October 2018 (Clerical); December 2019 
(Clerical); AAC February 2020. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Revisions to General Education Requirements 
  

 

Use this form to request any change to the General Education Requirements specified in Policies 2:7 – Baccalaureate 
General Education Curriculum and 2:26 – Associate Degree General Education Requirements.  This includes any 
changes to the System General Education Requirements, Institutional Graduation Requirements, Globalization/Global 
Issues Requirement, and Writing Intensive Requirement.   

 
NOTE:  This process does not include approval for the development of a new course.  If the 
proposal does include the development of a new course, the new course process must be 
completed before the course will be considered for inclusion in any set of the General 
Education Requirements   
 
       
Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
       
       
Institution  Form Initiator  Dean’s Approval Signature  Date 
       
       
Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 

 
 
Indicate (X) the component of the General Education Curriculum that the proposal impacts. 
 

 System General Education Requirements 
 Institutional Graduation Requirements 
 Globalization/Global Issues Requirement 
 Writing Intensive Requirement 

 GOAL #1: Students will write effectively and responsibly and will understand and 
interpret the written expression of others. 

 GOAL #2: Students will communicate effectively and responsibly through 
listening and speaking. 

 GOAL #3: Students will understand the organization, potential, and diversity of 
the human community through study of the social sciences. 

 GOAL #4: Students will understand the diversity and complexity of the human 
experience through study of the arts and humanities. 

 GOAL #5: Students will understand and apply fundamental mathematical 
processes and reasoning. 

 GOAL #6: Students will understand the fundamental principles of the natural 
sciences and apply scientific methods of inquiry to investigate the natural world. 
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Indicate (X) the revision(s) that is being proposed (more than one may be checked). 

 
 Revision to an approved course, including minor course modifications  
 Addition of a course to the set of approved courses  
 Deletion of an approved course from the set of approved courses 

 
Section 1.  Provide a Concise Description of the Proposed Change  
 

 
 
Section 2.  Provide the Effective Date for the Proposed Change 
 

 
 
Section 3.  Provide a Detailed Reason for the Proposed Change 
 

 
 
Section 4.  Provide Clear Evidence that the Proposed Modification will Address the Specified 
Goals and Student Learning Outcomes 
 

 
 
Section 5.  Provide a Copy of all Course Syllabi and Other Supporting Documentation 
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Section 1.  Provide a Concise Description of the Proposed Change  
 

 
 
Section 2.  Provide the Effective Date for the Proposed Change 
 

 
 
Section 3.  Provide a Detailed Reason for the Proposed Change 
 

 
 
Section 4.  Provide Clear Evidence that the Proposed Modification will Address the Specified 
Goals and Student Learning Outcomes 
 

 
 
Section 5.  Provide a Copy of all Course Syllabi and Other Supporting Documentation 
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(Last Revised 10/2018 – Clerical ) 

 

 

  

 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Existing Courses: Minor Modifications 
  

 

SDSU  

Arts, Humanities & Social 
Sciences / School of 

American & Global Studies  A. James Murphy  12/20/2019 
Institution  Division/Department  Originator  Date 

       
Christi-

Garst Santos  Jason Zimmerman  Mary Kay Helling  1/2/2020 
Department 

Chair 
 School/College Dean  Institutional Approval 

Signature 
 Date 

 
 

Section 1. Existing Course Title and Description 
Prefix & No. Course Title Credits 
POLS 253 Current World Problems 3 

 
Effective Date: 8/24/2020 – fall 2020 

 
This course is a (Place an “X” in the appropriate box): 
☒ Unique Course (see section 2)  ☐ Common Course (see section 3) 

 
Section 2. Unique Courses: Requested Minor Modifications 
 
☒ Course title change Current World Issues 

 
Justification for changes indicated in Section 2: 
Changing the title wording from “problems” to “issues” is likely to have better student appeal, is 
more neutral language, and better reflects the course description and how faculty teach the course. 
 

 
Section 4. Department and Course Codes (Completed by University Academic 
Affairs) 
4.1. University department code:  
4.2. Banner department code: SSAG 
4.3. Change university department code to:  

 
Note:  
SGR #3 will need to be updated to reflect the revised course title. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Existing Courses: Minor Modifications 
  

 

SDSU  

Arts, Humanities, and 
Social Sciences/School 

of Design  Molly Wicks  10/7/2019 
Institution  Division/Department  Originator  Date 

       
Pat 

Crawford  Jason Zimmerman  Mary Kay Helling  11/15/2019 
Department 

Chair 
 School/College Dean  Institutional Approval 

Signature 
 Date 

 
 

Section 1. Existing Course Title and Description 
Prefix & No. Course Title Credits 
ART 121 Design I 2D 3 

 
Effective Date: 8/24/2020 – Fall 2020 

 
This course is a (Place an “X” in the appropriate box): 
☐ Unique Course (see section 2)  ☒ Common Course (see section 3) 

 
Section 3. Common Courses: Requested Minor Modifications 
 
☒ Cross listing and equating with DSGN 121 

 
Justification for changes indicated in Section 3: 
For the common core, it is important that the DSGN sequence be apparent and logical for the 
student to understand the curricular pathway.  For this reason, ART 121 needs to be cross-
listed/equated with DSGN 121.   

 
 
Section 4. Department and Course Codes (Completed by University Academic 
Affairs) 
4.1. University department code: SDSG 
4.2. Change university department code to:  

 
 
 
**NOTE: 
SDBOR SGR #4 approved course list needs to be revised to indicate DSGN 121 cross-
listing. 
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AAC Form 1.4.A – Existing Courses: Minor Modifications 
(Last Revised 10/2018 – Clerical ) 

 

 

  

 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Existing Courses: Minor Modifications 
  

 

SDSU  

College of Arts, 
Humanities, & Social 

Sciences  Rebecca A. Kuehl  2/26/2019 
Institution  Division/Department  Originator  Date 

       
Jason 

Zimmerman  Jason Zimmerman    
Click here to 
enter a date. 

Department 
Chair 

 School/College Dean  Institutional Approval 
Signature 

 Date 

 
 

Section 1. Existing Course Title and Description 
Prefix & No. Course Title Credits 
WMST 101 Introduction to Women’s Studies 3 

 
Effective Date: 8/26/2019 

 
This course is a (Place an “X” in the appropriate box): 
☒ Unique Course (see section 2)  ☐ Common Course (see section 3) 

 
Section 2. Unique Courses: Requested Minor Modifications 
 
☒ Delete Course (effective date): 8/26/2019 
Justification for changes indicated in Section 2: 
WMST 101 will be replaced with WMST 247 Introduction to Women, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies.  WMST 247 is more inclusive of women, gender, and sexuality studies, in line with the 
program name change as well as to be consistent with USD. 
 

Section 4. Department and Course Codes (Completed by University Academic 
Affairs) 
 
4.1. University department code: SHPR, SINS, SMLG 
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

New Course Request 
  

 

SDSU  Natural Sciences / Physics 

Institution  Division/Department 
Dennis D. Hedge  3/13/2019 
Institutional Approval Signature  Date 

 
 

Section 1. Course Title and Description 
Prefix & No. Course Title Credits 

PHYS 115 Physics of Structures and Buildings 4 
PHYS 115L Physics of Structures and Buildings Lab 0 

 

PHYS 115 Course Description  
Students will learn and apply concepts of physics to buildings and structures using algebra and 
trigonometry. Principles of Newton and Kirchhoff’s laws will be developed into mechanics, 
oscillations, thermodynamics, fluids, and circuits to explain the stability and failure of structures. 
Additional applications will focus on infrastructures (heating, wiring, lighting, acoustics, etc.) 
and energy concerns. 

 

PHYS 115L Course Description  
Laboratory to accompany PHYS 115. 

 

Pre-requisites or Co-requisites 

Prefix & No. Course Title Pre-Req/Co-Req? 

PHYS 115L Physics of Structures and Buildings Lab Co-Req 
MATH 102 College Algebra, MATH 115 Precalculus, MATH 120 
Trigonometry, MATH 121 Survey of Calculus, MATH 123 Calculus I,  
OR MATH 125 Calculus II 

Pre-Req 

Registration Restrictions 

None 
Section 2. Review of Course 

2.1.  Was the course first offered as an experimental course? ☒ Yes ☐ No 
PHYS 199-199L Physics of Structures and Buildings & Lab 

2.2.  Will this be a unique or common course? 

☒ Unique Course 
Prefix & No. Course Title Credits 

PHYS 101-101L Survey of Physics &  Lab 4-3/0-1 
PHYS 111-111L Introduction to Physics I & Lab 4-3/0-1 
PHYS 113-113L Introduction to Physics II & Lab 4-3/0-1 

Provide explanation of differences between proposed course and existing system catalog 
courses below: 

PHYS 115-115L is designed for Architecture and Construction Management majors.  The 
math requirements/problem types are more complex than PHYS 101 and yet combines 
elements of both PHYS 111 and PHYS 113 (e.g. from PHYS 111: kinematics, oscillations; 
from PHYS 113:  electrical circuits, lighting) along with additional material (e.g. truss 
analysis, acoustics and sound absorption) not covered by any of the traditional physics courses.  
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One of the goals of PHYS 115 is to prepare Architecture and Construction Management 
majors for their required courses GE 241 (Applied Mechanics) and CM 333 (Mechanical, 
Electrical, Plumbing Systems). 

Section 3. Other Course Information 
3.1. Are there instructional staffing impacts? 

☒ No.  Schedule Management, explain below: PHYS 111 will be reduced in size and the 
savings from this reduction will allow for staffing of PHYS 115. 

3.2. Existing program(s) in which course will be offered:  Architecture (B.F.A.), Construction 
Management (B.S.) 
3.3. Proposed instructional method by university: PHYS 115: R-Lecture;  PHYS 115L: L-
Laboratory 
3.4. Proposed delivery method by university: 001 - Face to Face Term Based Instruction 
3.5. Term change will be effective: Fall 2019 
3.6. Can students repeat the course for additional credit? ☐ Yes, total credit limit: ☒ No 
3.7. Will grade for this course be limited to S/U (pass/fail)? ☐ Yes ☒ No 
3.8. Will section enrollment be capped? ☒Yes, max per section: PHYS 115L - 16 per lab  ☒No: 
PHYS 115 
3.9. Will this course equate (i.e., be considered the same course for degree completion) with 

any other unique or common courses in the common course system database in Colleague 

and the Course Inventory Report? ☐ Yes ☒ No 
3.10.Is this prefix approved for your university? ☒ Yes ☐ No 
Section 4. Department and Course Codes (Completed by University Academic 

Affairs) 
4.1. University Department Code:  SPHY 
4.2. Proposed CIP Code: 40.0801 

Is this a new CIP code for the university? ☐ Yes ☒ No 
 

NEW COURSE REQUEST 
Supporting Justification for On-Campus Review 

 
Larry Browning  Larry Browning  12/20/2018 
Request Originator   Signature  Date 

 
Yung Huh  Yung Huh  12/20/2018 
Department Chair  Signature  Date 

 
Matt Miller  Matt Miller  12/21/2018 
School/College Dean   Signature  Date 

  
1. Provide specific reasons for the proposal of this course and explain how the changes enhance 

the curriculum.    
PHYS 115-115L is designed for Architecture and Construction Management majors.  Students 
will learn and apply concepts of physics to buildings and structures using algebra and 
trigonometry. The math requirements/problem types are more complex than PHYS 101 and yet 
combines elements of both PHYS 111 and PHYS 113 (e.g. from PHYS 111: kinematics, 
oscillations; from PHYS 113:  electrical circuits, lighting) along with additional material (e.g. 
truss analysis, acoustics and sound absorption) not covered by any of the traditional physics 
courses.  One of the goals of PHYS 115 is to prepare Architecture and Construction 

ATTACHMENT III     18



 

 

Management majors for their required courses GE 241 Applied Mechanics and CM 333 
Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing Systems. Currently no such course exists in the curriculum. 
 

2. Note whether this course is:   ☒ Required ☐ Elective 
 

3. In addition to the major/program in which this course is offered, what other majors/programs 
will be affected by this course?  
None 

 

4. If this will be a dual listed course, indicate how the distinction between the two levels will be 
made. 
N/A 

 

5. Desired section size  PHYS 115 – 108; PHYS 115L - 16 per lab  
 

6. Provide qualifications of faculty who will teach this course.  List name(s), rank(s), and 
degree(s).  
Larry Browning, Professor, Ph.D. 
 

7. Note whether adequate facilities are available and list any special equipment needed for the 
course.  
Facilities are adequate. 

 

8. Note whether adequate library and media support are available for the course.  
Yes, this course will not require new library nor media support. 

 

9. Will the new course duplicate courses currently being offered on this campus?   
 ☐ Yes ☒ No 

 

10. If this course may be offered for variable credit, explain how the amount of credit at each 
offering is to be determined. 
N/A 
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AAC Form 8.2 – Revisions to General Education Requirements 
(Last Revised 02/2007) 

 

 

  

 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Revisions to General Education Requirements 
  

 

SDSU  
Natural Sciences / 
Physics  Dennis D. Hedge  3/13/2019 

Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
       
SDSU  Larry Browning  Matt Miller  2/14/2019 
Institution  Form Initiator  Dean’s Approval Signature  Date 
       

Indicate (X) the component of the General Education Curriculum that the proposal 

impacts. 

X  System General Education Requirements 
 
Indicate (X) the revision(s) that is being proposed (more than one may be checked). 

  Revision to an approved course  
X  Addition of a course to the set of approved courses  
  Deletion of an approved course from the set of approved courses 
 
Section 1.  Provide a Concise Description of the Proposed Change  

Add PHYS 115-115L to the list of courses approved to meet SGR #6 Natural Sciences 
requirement. 
 
Section 2.  Provide the Effective Date for the Proposed Change 

Fall 2019. 
 
Section 3.  Provide a Detailed Reason for the Proposed Change 

The components of the PHYS 115-115L Physics of Structures and Buildings & Lab course 
correspond with the SGR #6 objectives, and thus the department seeks approval and inclusion of 
PHYS 115-115L on the designated list of SGR #6 courses. 
 
Section 4.  Provide Clear Evidence that the Proposed Modification will Address the Specified 

Goals and Student Learning Outcomes 

The SGR #6 goal and objectives are detailed below, along with specific means by which this 
course will address the general education goal and achieve each objective.  The course description 
is provided here for reference: 
 
Course Description: PHYS 115 Physics of Structures and Buildings: Students will learn and apply 
concepts of physics to buildings and structures using algebra and trigonometry. Principles of 
Newton and Kirchhoff’s laws will be developed into mechanics, oscillations, thermodynamics, 
fluids, and circuits to explain the stability and failure of structures. Additional applications will 
focus on infrastructures (heating, wiring, lighting, acoustics, etc.) and energy concerns. 
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AAC Form 8.2 – Revisions to General Education Requirements 
(Last Revised 02/2007) 

 

 

 
SGR #6 Goal: Students will understand the fundamental principles of the natural sciences and 
apply scientific methods of inquiry to investigate the natural world. 
 
SGR #6 Student Learning Outcomes: As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will: 

a. Explain the nature of science including how scientific explanation are formulated, tested, 
and modified or validated. 

i. As a result of PHYS 115-115L, students will gather data from demonstrations or 
activities and use this data to illustrate principles of measurement and scientific 
reasoning either as a whole class or in small groups or individually.  Students will 
therefore develop an appreciation of peer review, significant figures and error 
analysis along with the application of the laws of nature to evaluate their data and 
confirm the physical concepts.  It should be noted that the grading method mimics 
the data collection and analysis used throughout physics and laboratory work.  
Various technologies may be utilized to facilitate the data collection and analysis 
(e.g. Vernier’s Logger Pro and Video Analysis programs in conjunction with 
various sensor technologies).  Einstein’s model of science is used throughout this 
course (Einstein, Atbert (1934) Letters to Solovine 1906-1955. New York, NY; 
Philosophical Library. Pages 122-123) 

1. Assessed through classroom activities and the laboratory portion of this 
course, PHYS 115L, with written lab reports, exams, homework, and 
quizzes.  Technology (e.g. WebAssign, Plickers, D2L, Turning Point 
Response System, Socrative) is often employed to facilitate this 
assessment. 

 
b. Distinguish between scientific and non-scientific evidence and explanations, and use 

scientific evidence to construct arguments related to contemporary issues. 
i. Examples of contemporary issues relevant to students’ fields of study 

(construction and architecture) are often used as starting points of lecture 
discussions and numerical examples.  Homework problems are often chosen for 
assignments because of their relevance to contemporary issues (as well as the 
physics concepts under development e.g. energy needs and losses in housing).  
One example is heat loss through a basement wall.  Students are also encouraged 
to do ADA compliance surveys. 

1. Assessed through exams, successful completion of homework, laboratory, 
and in-class activities related to contemporary issues (R-factors) as well as 
through extra credit projects chosen by the students (ADA survey). 

 
c. Apply basic observational, quantitative, or technological methods to gather and analyze 

data and generate evidence-based conclusions in a laboratory setting. 
i. Physics 115-115L students will demonstrate the scientific method in a laboratory 

experience by collecting data, find patterns in data with graphs, tables, or other 
means; and apply formulas from theories to explain the patterns. 

ii. Each laboratory (typically 9 or 10) in this course is an example of applying 
scientific methods to apply concepts to physical phenomena.  During laboratories, 
students will observe phenomena, make measurements (take data) and analyze 
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AAC Form 8.2 – Revisions to General Education Requirements 
(Last Revised 02/2007) 

 

 

that data to confirm or discover the connection with basic principles by applying 
mathematical models to the data. 

1. Assessed though the laboratory portion of the course, PHYS 115L, by 
writing and submitting laboratory reports for evaluation by a graduate 
student or faculty member. 

 
d. Understand and apply foundational knowledge and discipline-specific concepts to address 

issues, solve problems, or predict natural phenomena. 
i. Applications of physics will be developed from basic principles and theories (e.g. 

Newton’s Laws, Coulomb’s Law/Maxwell’s equations, Kirchhoff’s Laws) during 
lecture and in the text.  These applications will be applied to problems related to 
construction and architectural issues such as truss analysis and electrical 
requirements for buildings. Students will be exposed to appropriate use of physics 
terminology in all elements of the course (lecture, recitation, lab, text, 
homework). 

1. Assessed through course examinations (summative), homework 
(formative), and class activities (formative) with applications of Physics 
concepts being the primary goal.  When possible, other terminology will 
be introduced (e.g. physics: torque; engineering: moments – same concept 
but different conventions).  Effective communication of concepts will be 
developed through discussions and evaluated in lab reports and the 
students’ ability to understand and respond correctly to examination 
questions.   

 
Each course meeting this goal must include the following student learning outcomes: a, b, c and d. 
 
Section 5.  Provide a Copy of all Course Syllabi and Other Supporting Documentation 

Please see attached. 
 
[See Attachments for Syllabus, schedule, sample final (similar to homework), and sample 
laboratory.] 
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