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SUBJECT 

General Education Course Transferability & HSDC Course Eligibility 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2:5 – Transfer of Credit 

BOR Policy 2:7 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum 

AAC Guideline 8.1 – General Education Implementation Guidelines 

AAC Guideline 8.3 – Associate Degree General Education Curriculum Requirements 

AAC Guideline 8.4 – Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum Requirements 

AAC Guidelines 7.1 – Dual / Concurrent Credit Administration Guidelines 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

The Board office had an issue brought to its attention regarding the transferability of 

General Education courses, and in particular, how that could impact which high school 

dual credit courses an institution can offer. Since the number of General Education courses 

that are approved for each campus in AAC Guideline 8.4 are limited, there are some 

scenarios where an institution has the authority to offer a course that is included on the 

approved course matrix, but is not approved for General Education at their institution. For 

example, several institutions have the authority to offer ENGL 284: Introduction to 

Criticism, but only USD & SDSU offer it as a General Education course. 

 

The crux of the issue is: What happens if a student takes a course that is not General 

Education at their home campus and then transfers to another institution within the System 

where it is also not General Education? Does that course get counted toward their General 

Education requirements at the new institution because it is on the approved course matrix? 

Alternatively, we would assume that the course would count toward General Education if 

they transferred to an institution within the System that counts that course as General 

Education. Using the course referenced above as an example, if a NSU student took ENGL 

284, and then subsequently transferred to BHSU, would that course count toward the 

General Education requirements at BHSU since it is listed on the General Education 

approved course matrix, but is not approved specifically for either institution? Students 

who would take the same course from SDSU or USD, where the course is approved as 

General Education, would of course be able to transfer the course as General Education 

anywhere in the system.  

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-5.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-7.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_1_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_3_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/8_Guidelines/8_4_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/7_Guidelines/7_1_Guideline.pdf
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Current Board Policy & AAC Guidelines do not specifically address this issue, but rather 

reference “System General Education Requirements”. Whether or not the course is 

considered General Education at the former institution is not specifically mentioned. 

Current language is as follows: 

 

BOR Policy 2:5.2.1 

2.1. Internal Transfer of General Education Coursework 

2.1.1. A student who has completed the general education requirements outlined in 

Policy 2:7 and 2:26 at the sending Regental institution will have completed the 

equivalent degree level requirements at the receiving institution regardless of the 

course distributions or approved course lists. In any subsequent evaluation of any 

transfer or non-course work, equivalencies for system common courses and system 

general education courses will not be changed. 

2.1.2. A student who has not completed all general education requirements at the 

sending institution will be required to complete additional coursework consistent 

with the course requirements at the receiving South Dakota Regental institution. 

 

BOR Policy 2:7.4 

4. Transfer of System General Education Requirements 

Students who complete the System General Education Requirements at any SD 

Board of Regents institution and then transfer to another SD Board of Regents 

institution will have fulfilled the System General Education Requirements at the 

new institution even if the receiving institution has different credit/course 

distribution and approved course lists. All prerequisites for associate and 

baccalaureate programs must be completed as determined by the student’s degree 

plan. See SDBOR policy 2:5 for additional guidance on transfer of general 

education credits. 

 

  AAC Guideline 8.1, Section 4.3.1 

4.3. General Education Transfer 

4.3.1. System General Education Requirements successfully completed at the 

sending South Dakota Regental institution will be accepted towards meeting these 

requirements at the receiving South Dakota Regental institution. 

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

Currently, the High School Dual Credit guidelines specify that eligible courses must be 

“System Graduation Requirements,” which complicates this issue. We want to ensure the 

transferability of HSDC courses as General Education courses within the System, so the 

issue outlined above may have an impact on which courses can be offered as HSDC. 

Currently, only those courses approved for an institution should be offered. However, 

institutions do have authority to offer additional courses on the General Education course 

matrix that are not approved as General Education on their campus. If they can transfer as 

General Education, should that make them eligible for HSDC? Assuming the issues with 

transferability discussed above are resolved, AAC can have a discussion about whether or 
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not these courses can be offered as HSDC. Either way, further clarification will need to be 

added to the AAC Dual Credit Guidelines.  

 

Should AAC wish to clarify AAC Guidelines or Board Policy regarding General Education 

transferability, those changes can be brought to AAC at the February meeting. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

None 


