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DRAFT MOTION 

Review and discuss any issues or concerns regarding SDSMT’s general education 

curriculum modification requests prior to them moving forward to the System General 

Education Committee for review and recommendation. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  3 – B (6) 

 

DATE:  January 23, 2020 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

SUBJECT 

Course Modifications – SDSMT (Gen Ed Revisions) 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2:23 – Program and Curriculum Approval 

AAC Guideline 1.12 – Institutional Course Curriculum Requests 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

South Dakota School of Mines and Technology has submitted the following general 

education course requests listed in Attachment I.  These are under review by the System 

Vice President for Academic Affairs and may be accessed on the Institutional Curriculum 

Requests Webpage.   

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

Upon approval by the System VPAA, the proposal will move forward to the System 

General Education Committee for review and recommendation. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – SDSMT: Institutional Curriculum Requests Summary Form (1/9/2020 Gen 

Ed Revisions) 

 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/Documents/2-23.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/2_Guidelines/2_3A_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/aac/Institutional_Curriculum_Requests/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/aac/Institutional_Curriculum_Requests/Pages/default.aspx


  

 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Institutional Curriculum Requests 
  

 
Institution: SD School of Mines and Technology Date: 1/9/2020 

 
Institutional representatives should provide direct links to PDF documents for each of the curriculum requests 
represented below.  All requests should be posted on the campus Curriculum and Instruction website one week prior 
to the Academic Affairs Council meeting where the curriculum request is being considered.  
 

New Course Requests 
Prefix & Number Course Title Approval 
HUM 250 Environmental Ethics & STEM  
   

 

Courses referenced above for approval have been reviewed by the Academic Affairs Council and the System Vice President for 
Academic Affairs and may be advanced forward for entry in Colleague.  For those courses listed above that did not receive 
approval, additional clarification or justification will be necessary and should be re-routed through the curriculum review process 
on a separate “Institutional Curriculum Requests” form once all issues have been resolved.   
 
  

  
Signature: System Vice President for Academic Affairs  Date 
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AAC Form 8.2 – Revisions to General Education Requirements 
(Last Revised 02/2007) 

 

 

  

 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

Revisions to General Education Requirements 
  

 

Use this form to request any change to the General Education Requirements specified in Policies 2:7 – Baccalaureate 
General Education Curriculum and 2:26 – Associate Degree General Education Requirements.  This includes any 
changes to the System General Education Requirements, Institutional Graduation Requirements, Globalization/Global 
Issues Requirement, and Writing Intensive Requirement.   

 
Note 08/2016: This form is under revision – please consult the university vice president for 

academic affairs and/or the Board of Regents office for clarification 
 
NOTE:  This process does not include approval for the development of a new course.  If the 
proposal does include the development of a new course, the new course process must be 
completed before the course will be considered for inclusion in any set of the General 
Education Requirements   
 
SDSM&T  Christy Tidwell    10/23/2019 
Institution  Form Initiator  Dean’s Approval Signature  Date 
       
SDSM&T  Humanities    10/23/2019 
Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 

 
 
Indicate (X) the component of the General Education Curriculum that the proposal impacts. 
 

X System General Education Requirements 
 Institutional Graduation Requirements 
 Globalization/Global Issues Requirement 
 Writing Intensive Requirement 

 
 
Indicate (X) the revision(s) that is being proposed (more than one may be checked). 

 
 Revision to an approved course  

X Addition of a course to the set of approved courses  
 Deletion of an approved course from the set of approved courses 
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AAC Form 8.2 – Revisions to General Education Requirements 
(Last Revised 02/2007) 

 

 

Section 1.  Provide a Concise Description of the Proposed Change  
To include HUM 250: Environmental Ethics & STEM as an option for meeting SGR Goal #4. 

 
 
Section 2.  Provide the Effective Date for the Proposed Change 
Fall 2020 

 
 
Section 3.  Provide a Detailed Reason for the Proposed Change 
HUM 250: Environmental Ethics and STEM is a new course (which has already been approved) 
designed to provide a Humanities perspective on the science and engineering content all students 
at SDSM&T are engaging with in their other coursework as well as an opportunity for students in 
general to learn about environmental ethics, a topic which is becoming more important in higher 
education around the nation. 
 
This course will be intrinsically interdisciplinary and address all of the following System General 
Education requirements: 
 

1. Empower students to be conscientious citizens 
a. By providing an understanding of the larger environmental consequences of STEM 

fields and practices and encouraging them to see how their actions might affect 
others – now and in the future 

2. Train students to understand how to think, not what to think 
a. By providing multiple perspectives on environmental issues in STEM fields as 

well as ideas about possible actions in response to environmental issues in their 
fields 

3. Expose students to the breadth of ideas, cultures, and values that explain our world 
a. By including guest speakers from STEM fields to explain environmental issues 

within their fields as well as what those fields might do to address environmental 
issues 

b. By providing perspectives from outside of STEM, from the people affected by the 
practices of science and industry 

4. Equip students for working together and thinking critically in ways that contribute to 
solving problems 

a. By requiring students to discuss ideas together, evaluate a range of perspectives, 
and look for connections 

b. By requiring students to speak to professionals in science and industry about 
environmental problems and solutions 

5. Provide a foundation or, and the enhancement of, the knowledge and skills necessary for 
their chosen pathway after degree completion 
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AAC Form 8.2 – Revisions to General Education Requirements 
(Last Revised 02/2007) 

 

 

a. By providing STEM students a greater depth of understanding of their chosen 
fields – not simply how to do the work, but also how to do it ethically and with 
consideration of environmental and social consequences 

6. Foster respect for the ideas, cultures and values of others 
a. By taking seriously perspectives outside of their own, outside of their chosen 

discipline, and also by highlighting variations within their fields 
 
This is a course that would benefit all STEM students, providing them a broader foundation for their 
chosen careers and fields of study; it would also benefit students who are not themselves studying a 
STEM field, since all of our lives are affected by STEM research and practice.  
 
Section 4.  Provide Clear Evidence that the Proposed Modification will Address the Specified 
Goals and Student Learning Outcomes 
See above for commentary on how the course will address broad System General Education 
requirements.  
 
In addition, this course will address Student Learning Outcomes for Goal 4. As a result of 
taking HUM 250, students will meet each of the first two Student Learning Outcomes 
required by SGR #4: 
 
SLO 1. Demonstrate knowledge of the diversity of values, beliefs, and ideas embodied in the 
human experience. 
The course description for HUM 250: Environmental Ethics and STEM reads as follows: Students 
will learn about the relationship between human and nonhuman, explore humanity’s responsibility 
toward the natural world and future generations, and discuss the application and relevance of these 
concepts to STEM fields.  
 
Learning about the relationship between human and nonhuman will involve reading texts from a 
variety of perspectives and cultures and considering the following questions:  

• How does the dominant culture in the United States see the relationship between human 
and nonhuman? What conflicting ideas about human/nonhuman are present in popular 
culture? Where do these attitudes come from?  

• How do other cultures (both in and outside the U.S.) see this relationship? How do these 
attitudes appear in literature, film, art, etc.? 

Exploring humanity’s responsibility toward the natural world will similarly require turning to 
various perspectives to discover the many possible answers to the question of how we should treat 
the nonhuman world.  

• What stories do we tell about human treatment of the nonhuman?  
• How have these stories changed over time?  
• How do they vary across different cultures?  

Therefore, the course will emphasize a diversity of responses to key environmental topics, issues 
that arise not only in a limited arena but across students’ lives.  
 
SLO 2. Identify and explain basic concepts of the selected disciplines within the arts and 
humanities 
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AAC Form 8.2 – Revisions to General Education Requirements 
(Last Revised 02/2007) 

 

 

The first part of the class in particular will emphasize key concepts in environmental ethics 
(including but not limited to anthropocentrism, biodiversity, climate change, environmental 
health, environmental justice, extinction, pollution, pragmatism, sustainability, virtue ethics) as a 
field and will also introduce students to a range of other Humanities concepts as we practice 
reading a variety of types of texts (fiction, nonfiction, film, visual art, music, etc.). These terms 
and examples will serve as a foundation for students’ explorations of specific elements of STEM. 
This will include learning more about their own discipline and its engagement with environmental 
issues as well as learning more about fields outside their own (from other students and guest 
speakers). Because of the course’s interdisciplinary nature, students will be expected to more fully 
grasp the relationship between the Humanities and STEM by the end of course, seeing them not 
as separate endeavors, but as always intertwined.  
 
In addition, as a result of taking HUM 250, students will be able to do the following, any one 
of which satisfies the remaining requirements of SGR #4: 
 
SLO 3. Identify and explain the contributions of other cultures from the perspective of the 
selected disciplines within the arts and humanities 
Because the questions of how the human and nonhuman relate to one another and of what kind of 
responsibility humans have toward the nonhuman world are complex and variable, students will 
learn about a range of cultural attitudes about the environment. We will read both fiction and 
nonfiction from perspectives that differ from those that students bring to the class, which will help 
them understand other cultures more fully and identify alternatives to preconceived notions about 
environmental ethics.  
 
SLO 4. Demonstrate creative and aesthetic understanding 
Considering the creative and aesthetic choices present in the assigned texts (see SLO 5 below) will 
provide students with examples to shape their own creative thought. As they are asked to apply 
environmental ethics concepts to STEM fields, they will need to think creatively about possible 
solutions to problems and about how to help others understand the issues at stake.  
 
SLO 5. Explain and interpret formal and stylistic elements of the literary or fine arts 
This class will ask students to understand not only the content of the assigned texts but also to 
consider their form and style. How do we tell stories about human engagement with the 
nonhuman? How do we represent the natural world? And what are the consequences of telling 
stories and representing the nonhuman in these ways? 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will:  
1. Demonstrate knowledge of the diversity of 
values, beliefs, and ideas embodied in the 
human experience. 

Class participation, informal writing, short 
essays, and final project. 

2. Identify and explain basic concepts of the 
selected disciplines within the arts and 
humanities. 

Class participation, informal writing, short 
essays, and final project. 

 
In addition, as a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will be able to do at least one 
of the following:  
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(Last Revised 02/2007) 

 

 

3. Identify and explain the contributions of 
other cultures from the perspective of the 
selected disciplines within the arts and 
humanities.  

Class participation, informal writing, short 
essays, and final project. 

4. Demonstrate creative and aesthetic 
understanding.  

Class participation, informal writing, short 
essays, and final project. 

5. Explain and interpret formal and stylistic 
elements of the literary or fine arts.  

Class participation, informal writing, short 
essays, and final project. 

 
 
 

 
 
Section 5.  Provide a Copy of all Course Syllabi and Other Supporting Documentation 
 
See attached.  
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South Dakota School of Mines and Technology 
 

HUM 250:  Environmental Ethics and STEM 
Fall 2020 

 
Basic Course Information 
Instructor:  Dr. Christy Tidwell 
Office:   CB 325 
Office Hours:  11 am– 12 pm MWF, 8:30 – 9:30 TR, and by appointment 
Email:   christy.tidwell@sdsmt.edu 
 
Course Description & Goals: 
This course is an exploration of environmental ethics, emphasizing such key concepts as anthropocentrism, 
biodiversity, climate change, environmental health, environmental justice, extinction, pollution, pragmatism 
sustainability, and virtue ethics. Students will learn about how different social and cultural contexts inform human 
perceptions of their relationship with the natural world and explore humanity’s responsibility toward the natural 
world and future generations. 
 
Over the course of the semester, you will learn key concepts in environmental ethics, encounter a range of cultural 
perspectives on environmental issues, learn about the application and relevance of these environmental issues 
within the context of a variety of academic disciplines, and research an environmental issue in your own chosen 
field. 
 
Required Texts: 
You will need all of the following for this course: 
 

Books: 
• Marion Houdequin, Environmental Ethics: From Theory to Practice (2015) 
• Richard Misrach and Kate Orff, Petrochemical America (2014) 

 
Movies: 
• Plastic China, directed by Jiuliang Wang (2016) 
• Okja, directed by Bong Joon-ho (2017) 
• Other films TBD. Possibilities include films from Godzilla and JurassicPark/World franchises.  

 
Please note that although we may look at selected scenes or shots from the assigned films in class, we will not 
watch them during class. You will be expected to watch them on your own time and to come to class prepared 
to discuss them; you are therefore responsible for renting, buying, or borrowing them yourself.  
 
Any other assigned texts will be provided via D2L as links or pdf files.  
 
Grading: 
Grade distribution for the class (on a 1000 point scale) is as follows: 
  

Participation     50 
Interview     50 
Conferences     50 
Other work     100 
Creative project    100 
Notecards     150 
Short essays     150 
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Final project     300 
Final report to the class   50 

 
Please be advised that it is your responsibility to retain all of your assignments until after you have received 
your final grade.  You cannot formally challenge a final grade if you do not have evidence of your work. 
 
Final grades are determined on the following scale:  
   
                       900-1000:  A 
                       800-899:  B 
                       700-799:  C 
                       600-699:  D 
                       0-599:   F 
  
Late Work Policy:   
No late work will be accepted. The due dates for all assignments are final. If you must miss class for a school-
sponsored event on the day an assignment is due, your work may be accepted at another time if you make 
arrangements with me ahead of time.  
 
Notecards: 
To ensure that you keep up with the assigned reading and viewing and come prepared to participate in class, 
you will bring a notecard to class every day (except the first day). Each notecard is worth five points and should 
include two elements: 
 

1. A quote from the reading or movie for the day or a description of a specific moment in the film 
that you want to talk about in class. You do not need to write out what you would say about it on the 
notecard (although you certainly can if you find it useful to do so), but you should be prepared to talk 
about why you chose that quote or description if you are called upon to do so in class, so think about 
what makes that particular quote/description interesting or meaningful and what you’d like to say about 
it. Be sure to include citation or location information for your chosen quote or moment (page number in 
a written text, time marker in film). 

2. A discussion question that you could ask the class. This question does not necessarily have to be 
about the quote or description from part one. It must go beyond asking about plot points and prompt 
discussion of the text’s ideas. It should be open-ended; if your question can be answered with a simple 
yes or no answer without any debate, or if there is a clear, factual right answer, it doesn’t really work as 
a discussion question. Conversely, although questions about the rest of the class’s feelings or 
experiences might sometimes get a discussion going and do not have a clear right answer, those 
questions do not focus enough on the assigned text. You want a question that is both interesting and 
open-ended but that is also rooted in the reading or viewing. Aim for questions that open up discussions 
of the meaning and significance of what we’re reading or watching, either on its own or in the larger 
context of the course or our culture.  

 
There are 29 days in the semester when you will be expected to turn in a notecard; to make the numbers work 
out right (for 150 points on notecards instead of 145), you will automatically get a free five points given to you 
as long as you turn in any notecards during the semester. Note: If you must miss class due to a school-
sponsored event, you may make up the points for the day’s notecard, but you may do so if and only if you 
let me know about your absence ahead of time. You may make up these points by bringing an additional card 
to either the class immediately before or after your absence. 
 
These notecards should be handwritten as neatly as possible. If you would prefer, you can turn in a typed 
version of your quote and discussion instead of writing by hand on a notecard, but you probably won’t need a 
whole sheet of paper for this, so a notecard will likely be more efficient. 
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Short Essays: 
You will write five short essay papers over the course of the semester. These essays will provide an opportunity 
for you to develop your own ideas while incorporating ideas from the lecture and discussion in class and you 
will be expected to go into more depth than in the notecards or in off-the-cuff discussion as a result. Each short 
essay should be at least 1.5 pages in length. I will post questions on D2L that you may respond to in your short 
essays; you will also have the option to develop your own ideas about the texts and discussions from the 
previous few days in your short essays.  
 
These short essays should develop specific and focused arguments that include evidence and thoughtful 
explanations of your reasoning. Your grade will not be based on grammar, mechanics, spelling, etc. (unless 
grammatical or other problems interfere with my understanding of your ideas), nor will it be based on whether 
or not I agree with your ideas about or interpretation of the text, but if your interpretation is built on a serious 
misunderstanding of the text that misunderstanding may affect your grade. Your grade will be based on whether 
or not you respond thoughtfully and engage with the text, raise intelligent questions (not limited to plot), make 
interesting connections, and generally respond in productive ways.  
 
All essays must be submitted in hard copy, and you must be present in class to turn them in. When you come to 
class, you should have a typed essay to turn in at the end of our session. Note: If you must miss class due to a 
school-sponsored event, you may turn in your essay on another date or in absentia, but you may do so if 
and only if you let me know about your absence ahead of time.  
  
Creative Project: 
For this assignment, you will be asked to do some creative work of your own in conversation with the texts and 
issues we will read and discuss in class. This three-part assignment requires you to 1) write your own original 
work that engages with environmental ethics and STEM, 2) describe the choices you as author have made to 
create this work, and 3) write a short essay analyzing the connections between your work and some of the works 
we’ve studied in the course. More information about this assignment is provided on D2L.  
 
Final Project: 
Instead of a final exam, this class will feature a final project, which may take one of several forms. You will 
develop your final project with me, during the required conferences, but you will do most of the actual work 
outside of class, on your own, and this will culminate in a presentation to the class. For this project, you will 
research environmental issues within your chosen field, interview a professional in your field, and both write a 
paper and give a presentation to the class that does the following: 

1. clearly informs the audience about the problem and its significance; 
2. proposes a solution to the problem (or to part of the problem); and  
3. incorporates techniques beyond verbal presentation.  

In other words, you will need to design a part of your presentation that uses image, sound, and/or other 
techniques to both inform and persuade. More details about this assignment will be posted on D2L. 
 
Participation: 
Your active, informed participation is crucial to the success of this course. You should come to every class 
prepared to join in the discussion (the notecard assignment will help with this); I will call on people to join the 
discussion if necessary, but you should also be ready to join in voluntarily when you have something to 
contribute. Carefully prepare for each class period by doing the reading and watching the films in a rigorous and 
inquisitive manner. Look for connections between each text and others in the course; compare and contrast and 
apply ideas from discussion and lecture (before you come to class). Keeping your own journal or notebook 
would be very helpful as a way to organize your ideas and help you remember things (but this is not a required 
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assignment). Every day that you come to class you should have something valuable to say. Your participation 
grade will be determined based on the following:  
 

1. Do you come to class? (This is the bare minimum for participation as you obviously cannot participate if 
you are not present.) 

2. Are you prepared for class?  
3. Do you speak up in class discussion, and are your contributions valuable?  
4. Do you participate in small group discussions, and are your contributions there valuable?  
5. Do you pay attention to and listen to others? Do you respect their ideas and their time?  

 
Valuable contributions – in whole class discussion and in small groups – are interesting and thoughtful and do 
not simply repeat what others have already said. They indicate that you have been paying attention to the 
conversation. They may take the form of statements in which you make connections or put forth an argument, 
but they may also be questions. You do not have to have the answers in order to contribute usefully to the 
conversation.  
 
I will provide each of you with brief feedback on how I am evaluating your participation at least once midway 
through the semester so that you can improve your participation performance if necessary. 
  
Attendance:  
I will take attendance every day, but no portion of your grade will be devoted to simple attendance and there 
will be no absolute penalties for missing class or arriving late in itself.  However, there will be other 
consequences for not attending class. You will not be able to submit a notecard or any other assigned work for 
the day, you will not be able to make up any missed points from graded in-class work, and, obviously, you will 
miss out on lectures and discussions that will help you better understand the texts and prepare for the major 
assignments of the course. Therefore, you should attend in order to receive the full benefit of the class. 
 
D2L: 
We will use D2L in this course. You can contact me through D2L (in addition to through my school email or in 
person) and I will share information with you via D2L. You will also be able to keep up with your grade in the 
course on D2L. Please check in on the course’s D2L page soon and regularly throughout the semester. It is your 
responsibility to keep up with activity on D2L as well as in class.  
 
Communication: 
I have provided you with my email so that you can contact me whenever you have a question. You can also stop 
by and see me in my office during my office hours (or at any other time I may be there); feel free to make an 
appointment, but you can also just stop by, especially during posted office hours. You have a responsibility to 
keep up with announcements and activity on D2L, as that is how I will communicate with the class as a whole 
(in particular, check the News section).  
 
Technology Policy: 
Research shows that we are not nearly as good at multitasking as we think we are and that multitasking 
decreases what students get out of class. More importantly, seeing others multitasking (specifically laptop use) 
decreases learning as well. Therefore, in order to give all students the best possible chance at success, the course 
includes the following policies regarding technology: 

• If you are seated where others can see your laptop screen, either do not use your laptop or use it only 
in tablet mode to avoid becoming a distraction for others.  

• All students may use laptops and other devices in any configuration during small group or peer 
review sessions. 

In general, I am uninterested in policing your use of technology and if you choose not to pay attention, then that 
is your business. The only reason that this policy exists is to prevent your individual choice from negatively 
affecting nearby students who may be attempting to pay attention.  
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Academic Integrity: 
The work you submit must be your own original work that has been written specifically for this course. 
Plagiarism is the presentation of another person’s work as your own, whether intentional or not. Copying or 
paraphrasing passages from another writer’s work without acknowledging that you have done so is plagiarism. 
Allowing another writer to write any part of your essay is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. It is easily 
detected and will not be tolerated.  Students who violate School of Mines rules on scholastic dishonesty are 
subject to disciplinary sanctions. Since dishonesty harms the individual, all students, and the integrity of the 
School of Mines, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  Refer to the academic integrity 
section in the Mines catalog for more detailed information or come talk to me if you have any questions. 
  
The policy regarding plagiarism in this class is that a first offense will result in a failing grade for the relevant 
assignment; a second offense will result in failure of the course. These are serious consequences, so you should 
make sure to understand what constitutes plagiarism (come talk to me if you have questions) and to do your 
own work.   
 
Drop Policy: 
I will not and cannot drop anyone from the course.  It is your responsibility to execute drop procedures correctly 
and within the deadlines. If you stop attending class but do not officially drop the course you will receive an F. 
 
ADA Accommodation:  
SD Mines strives to ensure that physical resources, as well as information and communication technologies, are 
accessible to users in order to provide equal access to all. If you encounter any accessibility issues, you are 
encouraged to immediately contact the instructor of the course and the Title IX and Disability Coordinator, Ms. 
Amanda Lopez at disabilityservices@sdsmt.edu or 394-2533.  Students with special needs or requiring special 
accommodations should also contact the instructor and the Title IX and Disability Coordinator. More 
information can be found at https://www.sdsmt.edu/Campus-Life/Student-Support/Disability-Services/.  
 
Title IX Information: 
SD Mines is committed to providing a safe and positive learning experience. To report sexual misconduct or 
gender discrimination, please contact the Title IX Coordinator at 605-394-2533. Note: As your professor, I am 
required to report any incidences to the Title IX Coordinator. Confidential support for students is available by 
contacting the Student Counseling Center at 605-394-1924 or counseling@sdsmt.edu. 
 
Freedom in Learning:   
Under Board of Regents and University policy, student academic performance shall be evaluated solely on an 
academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards.  Students should be free 
to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about 
matters of opinion, but students are still responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which 
they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation is unrelated to academic standards but is 
related instead to judgment of their personal opinion should contact Dr. Lance Roberts, the Interim Provost and 
Vice President of Academic Affairs, to initiate a review of the evaluation. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes:    
Humanities 250 contributes 3 credit hours toward meeting the requirements for a GenEd GOAL #4 course:  
Students will understand the diversity and complexity of the human experience through the study of the arts and 
the humanities.  As a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will: 
1.  Demonstrate knowledge of diversity of values, beliefs, and ideas embodied in the human experience. 
 Assessment:  Students will: 
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• Recognize the role of the humanities in reflecting and defining values, beliefs, and ideas through 
reading, analysis, and discussion of a variety of humanities texts (books, short stories, poems, films, 
songs, photographs, essays, etc.). 

• Improve their comprehension of diverse values, beliefs, and ideas through exercises, quizzes, exams, 
instructor feedback, written assignments and essays, oral presentations, and the reading, analysis, and 
discussion of assigned texts. 

2.  Identify and explain basic concepts of the selected disciplines within the arts and humanities. 
 Assessment:  Students will: 

• Identify major ideas through reading, analysis, and discussion of assigned texts. 
• Improve their comprehension of major ideas and humanities disciplines through exercises, quizzes, 

exams, instructor feedback, written assignments, oral presentations, and the reading, analysis, and 
discussion of assigned texts. 

 
In addition, as a result of taking courses meeting this goal, students will be able to: 
3.  Identify and explain the contribution of other cultures from the perspective of the selected disciplines within 
the arts and humanities. 
 Assessment:  Students will: 

• Recognize the role of the humanities in reflecting and defining diverse cultures through reading, 
analysis, and discussion of humanities texts from a variety of sources. 

• Improve their comprehension of diverse cultures through exercises, quizzes, exams, instructor feedback, 
written assignments and essays, groupwork, and the reading, analysis, and discussion of assigned texts. 

4.  Demonstrate creative and aesthetic understanding. 
 Assessment:  Students will: 

• Recognize some of the aesthetic principles that shape humanities disciplines through the reading, 
analysis, and discussion of assigned texts. 

• Improve their comprehension of aesthetic principles that shape humanities disciplines through exercises, 
quizzes, exams, instructor feedback, written assignments and essays, groupwork, and the reading, 
analysis, and discussion of assigned texts. 

5.  Explain and interpret formal and stylistic elements of the literary or fine arts. 
 Assessment:  Students will: 

• Recognize some of the formal and stylistic elements of literature, film, art, etc., through reading, 
analysis, and discussion of assigned works. 

• Practice the art of writing about formal and stylistic elements of literature, film, art, etc., by using 
appropriate rhetorical strategies that match audience needs and assigned writing purpose. 

• Improve their comprehension of formal and stylistic elements of assigned texts through exercises, 
quizzes, exams, instructor feedback, written assignments and essays, groupwork, and the reading, 
analysis, and discussion of assigned texts. 
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Course Schedule 
(All dates and assignments subject to change.) 

 
Week 1 
syllabus; introduction to course; defining terms 
Chapter 1 of Environmental Ethics  
 
Week 2 
Chapter 2 of Environmental Ethics 
Short fiction TBA 
 
Week 3 
Chapter 3 of Environmental Ethics 
Okja 
 
Week 4 
Chapter 4 of Environmental Ethics 
Short fiction TBA 
 
Week 5 
Chapter 5 of Environmental Ethics 
Plastic China 
 
Week 6 
Petrochemical America 
 
Week 7  
Chapter 6 of Environmental Ethics 
Short fiction TBA 
 
Week 8  
Chapter 7 of Environmental Ethics 
Reading TBA 
 
Week 9 
Chapter 8 of Environmental Ethics 
Reading TBA  
 
Week 10 
Films TBA 
 
Week 11 
Guest lecturers TBA 
 
Week 12 
Student research, interviews, and conferences 
 
Week 13 
Student research, interviews, and conferences 
 
Week 14 
Preparing final papers and presentations 
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Week 15 
Final papers and presentations [if the class is full – 30 students; if not, final presentations and papers might be 
due during finals week instead] 

ATTACHMENT I     15




