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SUBJECT 

Professional Licensure Notification Update 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

U.S. DOE Rules and Regulations – 34 CFR Parts 600 and 668; Program Integrity and 

Improvement, 12-19-2016 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

At the October 2017 Board meeting, an item was brought forward discussing the 

requirements for professional licensure and certification notifications, both by SARA, and 

under the upcoming Department of Education regulations that are set to take effect July 1, 

2018.  

 

In late January, a subgroup of the EUC committee which had volunteer to work on licensure 

notification issues met at SDSU in Brookings to discuss how to proceed. The Board office 

is working to develop a dashboard that would allow students to select an institution and a 

program, which will then allow a color coded map to be displayed. States will be green if 

the program meets the requirements for licensure, yellow if the institution has not made a 

determination on whether a program meets the requirements for licensure, and red if the 

program does not meet the requirements for licensure. Dashboard users will then be able 

to click on a state and receive more information, such as if there are additional requirements 

for licensure beyond the degree (such as background checks, work experience, etc.), a link 

to the licensing board, any additional pertinent information, and the date that the 

information was last updated. The campuses divided the workload for determining 

licensure requirements for various programs, and will utilize an online form created by 

NSU for the State Authorization Network (SAN) to gather licensure information and 

compile it in one database.  

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

The group had several recommendations on ways to institute the need for licensure 

notifications. First, the group believed it would be beneficial for AAC Guidelines to be 

created, and potentially revise BOR Policy 2:12 – Distance Education to reflect the 

requirements for authorization and licensure notifications. In determining whether the 
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programs meeting licensure requirements in states, distance education offices must 

collaborate with program staff. The group expressed that getting programs to realize the 

importance of this issue can be difficult, and some programs are not as involved as they 

would like. This has been an issue that has been discussed frequently at the national level 

as well.  They believe by creating guidelines, they would have an AAC approved reference 

point when working with programs on their campus. The group suggested policies used at 

Ohio State University and Texas Tech University as examples.  If there is support from 

AAC, Board staff will begin reviewing these policies and develop draft guidelines, along 

with any necessary revisions to BOR Policy, and will bring those forward to AAC at a later 

meeting. 

 

The group also discussed the need to make slight changes to the program modification 

process in AAC. In some cases, programs are modified, and it could have an impact on 

whether or not a program meets requirements for licensure in certain states. They would 

like to see a short section of the form that asks if the program leads to licensure or 

certification, and then, if so, would like the chance to review the modifications prior to the 

AAC agenda being published. Based on the conversation, it seemed that the prior review 

was taking place on some campuses, but not others.  

 

Finally, the committee stressed the importance of making sure that the Banner 

implementation will have the ability to generate reports and/or notifications 1) when 

students in programs that lead to licensure move to a new state, and 2) when students 

change majors to a program that leads to licensure.  Individualized notifications need to be 

sent to those students, and the ability to generate these lists will be critical to compliance 

with the upcoming regulations. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

None 

 


