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Indicate desire for limiting the Passport to only SGE courses with the understanding that 

campus advising staff will need to work with in-state transfer to notify them that a Passport 

designation does not waive SGE requirements.    
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SUBJECT 

Interstate Passport – System General Education (SGE) Considerations 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2:5 – Transfer of Credit 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

During the January 2018 AAC meeting the council discussed the alignment of Interstate 

Passport Block courses with the current General Education goals for the Regental system.  

Overall, the council supported using a common approach across institutions to align the 

number of approved courses needed for each goal area to have the pseudo course assigned 

to a student’s transcript.  As background, the final set of courses for the Interstate Passport 

Block were approved at the February 2017 AAC meeting, and then institutional liaisons 

then began to create the pathways for students consistent with General Education 

requirements in the system.  RIS personnel then developed a common report for identifying 

students who have successfully complete the Passport, and then batch load a pseudo course 

onto students transcripts.  The matrix approved at the January 2018 AAC meeting has 

allowed for a common evaluation of student course completions at the end of each term.   

 

As this guidance from AAC went back to the system Registrars group, two issues persisted.  

First, institutions are concerned about the implications of assigning the Passport to a 

student who may then transfer to another Regental institution and argue that the System 

General Education (SGE) requirements have been completed.  While not likely to be a 

significant pool of students, the Registrars are concerned about placing this burden on 

advising staff who would be responsible for engaging students on the need to complete the 

SGE requirements as outlined in BOR policy.  SDSU evaluated their SDSU Fall 2017 in-

state transfers to determine whether Passport would have been assigned this past Fall, and 

the results are in the table below.  Overall, the data suggest that of the 70 students with 30 

or more credit hours completed, a total of 12 would have meet the Passport requirements.  

All 12 students also had successfully completed the SGE’s as well.  It is difficult to assess 

how significant this issue would be when comparing across all transfers in the system, but 
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the potential frequency is limited.  One strategy to address is this issue would be to limit 

the Passport block courses to only approved SGE courses.  This would further ensure that 

a Passport would only be assigned to students who have met system SGE requirements.  

 

SDSU FALL 2017 IN-STATE 

TRANSFER WITH: TOTAL 

MET 

PASSPORT MET SGR 

Less than 30 credits 40 0 0 

Less than 2.0 cum 1 0 0 

31 - 144 credits 70 12 12 

Prior SDBOR degree 30 16 

Met via prior 

SDBOR degree 

SDSU FALL 2017 IN-STATE 

TRANSFER TOTAL: 141 18 42 

 

Second, in the January 2018 agenda item, Attachment II identified the overlap that exists 

when comparing the Passport block courses and those approved for meeting SGE 

requirements.  More than 90% of the current slate of courses serve both purposes.  To 

ensure stronger alignment between the two constructs, it may be warranted to have 

discipline groups re-evaluate those courses that have not been included in the Passport 

block to determine how they might also meet the learning outcomes within the matrix that 

was reviewed in January.  

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

AAC should be prepared to discuss their concerns with limiting the Passport block courses 

to SGE requirements, and whether assigning the Passport to in-state transfers will cause an 

undue burden on your advising staff.  The assignment of Passport does not negate the need 

for a student to meet the SGE requirements as outlined in BOR policy.  Second, AAC 

should indicate their support of asking faculty teams to evaluate the remaining slate of SGE 

courses to determine alignment with the Passport Block.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 None 

 


