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SUBJECT 

Certificate and Minor Definitions 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2:23 – Program and Curriculum Approval  

AAC Guideline 2.7 – New Certificate Programs 

AAC Guideline 2.8 – New Baccalaureate Minors 

AAC Guideline 2.1 – Curriculum and Program Definitions 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

Institutions have requested discussion on differences between certificates and 

baccalaureate minors. In addition, institutions have recently submitted requests for new 

certificates or minors that exceed the established number of credit hours when prerequisite 

coursework is considered. 

 

AAC guidelines establish the differences between a certificate and minor in AAC 

Guideline 2.7 – New Certificate Programs, AAC Guideline 2.8 – New Baccalaureate 

Minors, and AAC Guideline 2.1 – Curriculum and Program Definitions. The attachment 

shows a side-by-side comparison of the two credentials as defined in guidelines. 

 

AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss any needed revisions to the guidelines 

and/or definitions of certificates and minors.  

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

Changes to definitions for certificates and minors should acknowledge any obstacles to 

students completing degree programs in 120 credit hours, the relative value of certificates 

as standalone credentials, financial aid implications, and other potential issues. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – Certificate and Minor Definitions 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/Documents/2-23.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/2_Guidelines/2_7_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/2_Guidelines/2_8_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/2_Guidelines/2_1_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/2_Guidelines/2_7_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/2_Guidelines/2_7_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/2_Guidelines/2_8_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/2_Guidelines/2_1_Guideline.pdf


ATTACHMENT I     2 

 

 Certificate Minor 

Level Undergraduate or graduate Undergraduate 

Definition An area of specialized 

knowledge or information 

developing a specific skill set. 

Enables a student to make an inquiry into a 

discipline or field of study beyond the major 

or to investigate a particular content theme; 

provides a broad introduction to a subject 

and therefore develops only limited 

competency. 

Scope of 

Coursework 

A sequence, pattern, or group of 

academic credit courses; 

typically a subset of the 

curriculum offered in degree 

programs; typically include 

previously approved courses. 

A specific set of objectives achieved 

through a series of courses; course offerings 

occur in a specific department or may draw 

from several departments (as in the case of a 

topical or thematic focus). 

Credit 

Thresholds 

9-12 credits; additional credits 

when licensure requirements 

demand it (exceptions must be 

justified and approved). 

Typically 18 credits; proposal for additional 

credit hours must recognize and address this 

limit. 

Transcript Students may earn a certificate 

alone or earn it as part of a 

degree program; appears on a 

transcript. 

Students cannot earn a minor alone, it must 

be part of degree program; appears on a 

transcript. 

 


