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SUBJECT 

Section Size Issues – Studio Course Reassignment 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 5:17 – Instructional Funding 

AAC Guideline 5.4 – Instructional Method Schematic and Definitions 

AAC Guideline 5.7 – Section Size Administration Guidelines 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

Following the creation of the Instructional Method F and N course types during the August 

2017 AAC meeting, institutions were asked to move forward with facilitating a clean-up 

of all Instructional Method A type.  As the revisions have come forward, campuses have 

been asked to reconsider a number of assignments being requested, or at least develop 

stronger rationales for why a given instructional method type is warranted.  In particular it 

appears from campus submission that a common approach has been to align all fine arts 

course with Instructional Method A.  However, it is also apparent that the enrollments are 

not consistent with the concept of ‘very hands-on’ instruction from the faculty member (for 

a good number of these course a student to faculty ratio is more closely aligned with 18:1 

rather 9:1).  This demonstrates that it’s possible to teach the majority of these courses with 

more than 9 students per section.  When applied to the context of BOR Policy 5:17, it 

further begs the question as to what should be the primary driver for determining the 

appropriate instructional method code for many of these courses.     

 

A second issue is how we work to approach Independent Studies related to section size 

counts.  Previously, if a course with a selected instructional method didn’t make the 

minimal enrollment, then institutions would seek to cancel the section and recreate it as a 

topics course.  By definition these were not truly topics courses and the previous System 

VPAA altered this practice by making topics courses subject to the 4/7/10 rule.  As an 

alternative strategy for the campuses, courses that do not meet the section limits began 

being taught as independent study, which according to AAC guidelines should not be 

included in workload for faculty.  However, that no longer appears to be the case for some 

institutions.  Ultimately, we continue to trade one problem for another as institutions seek 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/5-17.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/5_Guidelines/5_4_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/5_Guidelines/5_7_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/aac/Documents/2017-08-AAC/4_A_AAC0817.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/aac/Documents/2017-08-AAC/4_A_AAC0817.pdf
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strategies to comply with the framework outlined in Policy 5:17 and the AAC Section Size 

Guidelines.     
 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

Considering that one of the justifications for making revisions to the Instructional Method 

Guidelines was to address the issue of workload, some alternative strategies might be 

warranted to pursue.  First would be setting thresholds for the percentage of unselected 

courses that are allowed per year in relation to the total number of selected courses taught.  

The intent would be to implement a structure that require more careful evaluation of the 

Instructional Method A course type assignments. Second, the issue of independent studies 

should be evaluated to ensure that these courses are not being included in workload for 

faculty, and when that occurs these courses should also be recorded as selected when 

determining section size limits. AAC members should be prepared to discuss other 

alternatives to addressing these issues prior to finalizing the studio course reassignment 

process.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

None 
 

 


