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DRAFT MOTION 

Approve NSU’s new program proposal for a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Studio Art as 

described in Attachment I. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  3 – C (1) 

 

DATE:  January 25, 2018 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

SUBJECT 

New Program: NSU BFA in Studio Art 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2:23 – Program and Curriculum Approval  

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

Northern State University (NSU) is requesting authorization to offer the Bachelor of Fine 

Arts (BFA) in Studio Art. NSU currently offers a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in Art; the BFA 

would be a new degree to the university. NSU received approval for the intent to plan at 

the October 2016 Board meeting. The proposed program does not require the creation of 

any new courses as the program is a redesign of the existing BA in Art. 

 

The BFA in Studio Art will allow students to explore a depth of artistic endeavors as well 

as a breadth of art historical and theoretical approaches to the discipline. NSU reports that 

employment in art occupations will increase by 4% nationally through 2024. Art careers 

for which BFA graduates would be eligible include but are not limited to designers, art 

directors, arts managers, independent artists, and museum curators. NSU will pursue 

NASAD accreditation for the BFA and development of the program followed NASAD 

standards. The existing BA in Studio Art will terminate upon NASAD accreditation of the 

BFA. 

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

The BFA is the professional degree accredited by the National Association of Schools of 

Art and Design (NASAD). Approval of the BFA for NSU would complete the transition to 

authorize the BFA for Regental system art programs.  NSU estimates that 30 students will 

graduate annually with the BFA in Studio Art after full implementation, including 8 

students who would not otherwise have attended the university and pursued the BS degree. 

 

Board office staff recommend approval of the program. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – New Program Request Form: NSU – BFA in Studio Art 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/Documents/2-23.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/the-board/agendaitems/2014AgendaItems/2016-October/6_D_BOR1016.pdf#search=bfa%20art%20intent%20to%20plan
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

New Undergraduate Degree Program 

  
 
Use this form to propose a new undergraduate degree program. An undergraduate degree program includes 
a new major, a new degree, or both. The Board of Regents, Executive Director, and/or their designees may 
request additional information about the proposal. After the university President approves the proposal, 
submit a signed copy to the Executive Director through the system Chief Academic Officer. Only post the 
New Undergraduate Degree Program Form to the university website for review by other universities after 
approval by the Executive Director and Chief Academic Officer. 
 

UNIVERSITY: NSU 
MAJOR: Studio Art 
 EXISTING OR NEW MAJOR(S): New 
DEGREE: Bachelor of Fine Art (BFA) 
 EXISTING OR NEW DEGREE(S): New 
INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: Fall 2018  
PROPOSED CIP CODE: 50.0702 
SPECIALIZATIONS:1 - 
IS A SPECIALIZATION REQUIRED (Y/N): No 
DATE OF INTENT TO PLAN APPROVAL: 10/6/2016 
UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT: Art Department 
UNIVERSITY DIVISION: School of Fine Arts 

 
University Approval 
To the Board of Regents and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that I believe 
it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university policy. 
 
/s/ Timothy M. Downs  10/24/2017 

President of the University  Date 
 

 
 
 
1. What is the nature/purpose of the proposed program? 
Northern State University (NSU) is requesting authorization to offer the Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in Studio 
Art. Approval of the BFA would represent authorization for a new degree for NSU. The BFA in Studio Art 
allows students to explore a depth of artistic endeavors as well as a breadth of art historical and theoretical 
approaches to the discipline. A professional degree, students have the opportunity to investigate visual and 
aesthetic discourse in both their own artistic practice as well as in the context of history and contemporary 
culture. Because a BFA requires a larger percentage of art studio and art history courses, students engage with 
their discipline on a professional level, preparing them for careers in the art fields as well as graduate studies. 
The BFA is the professional degree accredited by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design 
                                                 
1 If the proposed new program includes specific specializations within it, complete and submit a New Specialization 
Form for each proposed specialization and attach it to this form. Since specializations appear on transcripts, they 
require Board of Regents approval. 
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(NASAD). The proposed program does not require the creation of any new courses as the program is a 
redesign of the existing BA in Art to comply with requirements for a BFA. The BFA in Studio Art will 
potentially replace the current BA in Art upon assessment after implementation.  
 
2. How does the proposed program relate to the university’s mission and strategic plan, and to the 

current Board of Regents Strategic Plan 2014-2020?2 
A. NSU’s Mission & Strategic Plan  

i. Statutory and Board Mission of NSU 
SDCL 13-59-1 provides the mission of NSU as the preparation of elementary and 
secondary teachers; four-year degrees other than in education may be authorized by 
the Board of Regents. 
 
Board of Regents Policy 1:10:6 provides the mission of NSU as offering graduate 
and undergraduate programs in education to promote excellence in teaching and 
learning, to support research, scholarly and creative activities, and to provide service 
to the State of South Dakota, the region, and the nation. The Board has authorized 
baccalaureate degree programs in arts and sciences, business, education, and fine 
arts.  

 
ii. Mission: The mission of NSU is broad and inclusive but most relevant to the BFA 

in Studio art is the section that states, “NSU is a university dedicated to the pursuit 
of excellence in the liberal arts and in graduate and professional education.” (p. 4 
of the 2015-2020 NSU Mission & Strategic Plan) A BFA in Studio Art is more 
than a general BA in Art because it allows for more coursework at the upper levels 
of a student’s academic tenure providing an academic environment conducive to 
professional development both academically and in their career goals. 

 
iii. Strategic Plan: All 5 of NSU’s Strategic Priorities are augmented by the BFA in 

Studio Art in the following ways: 
1.  Strategic Priority 1 (recruiting, retaining, and educating students in a 

complex global economy) Upon the completion of a BFA in Studio Art, 
students acquire the skills needed to be current in the global economy 
because of their engagement with their art practice, understanding of 
historical context, and in their final year of coursework, apply themselves to 
the industry through discussion of career trajectory in the senior capstone 
course as well as their upper-level media courses, and optional internship 
opportunities in the region. By giving students a focus on their art from the 
first semester, a BFA supports in the retaining of students as the coursework 
sets the standards for rigor as well as flexibility to pursue their individual 
interests in the visual arts discourse. A professional degree such as the BFA 
also aids in NSU’s ability to recruit students to the northeast part of the state 
as there is no other BFA program in the vicinity.  

2. Strategic Priority 2 (Prepare students for careers of today while equipping 
them for a changing future marketplace) A BFA in Studio Art offers several 
career paths upon completion. The marketplace, in its perpetual state of 
change, will be easy for the graduates from the program to adapt to because 
of the range of skills and technology presented in an art studio classroom. 
There are never answers in the back of a book for an artist, there are only 
solutions created by the artist based on the visual problem. Because of the 

                                                 
2 South Dakota statutes regarding university mission are located in SDCL 13-57 through 13-60; Board of Regents 
policies regarding university mission are located in Board Policies 1:10:1 through 1:10:6. The Strategic Plan 2014-
2020 is available from https://www.sdbor.edu/the-board/agendaitems/Documents/2014/October/16_BOR1014.pdf. 
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critical studies required in art courses, students become creative problem 
solvers that add another voice to the economy and marketplace – evolving 
into natural leaders unleashing their career potential.  

3. Strategic Priority 3 (Meet or exceed the highest level of excellence in 
academic programs) Currently, the NSU Art Department has NASAD 
(National Association for Schools of Art & Design) accreditation for its 
existing BA in Art degree with Specializations in Fine Art and Graphic 
Design. As the curriculum shifts to a BFA, the NSU Art Department will 
simultaneously work with NASAD to maintain the requirements for 
continued accreditation with new BFA programs such as Digital Media, Art 
Studio, and Art Education. NASAD is one ingredient in the academic 
excellence recipe as the rigor, comprehensiveness, and standards put forth 
by the accrediting body are clear and nationally respected. Additionally, the 
outstanding faculty at NSU demand excellence in all levels of the art 
curriculum while simultaneously fostering individual interest and 
engagement.  

4. Strategic Priority 4 (Communicate the identity of NSU as the higher 
education institution of choice for students seeking a career for today and 
stepping stones for tomorrow’s world) The small class sizes, specialized 
faculty, and flexibly in upper-level courses give NSU’s BFA in Studio Art 
another avenue for potential students, donors, and alumni to see our clear 
identity of excellence, inclusion, and community. 

5. Strategic Priority 5 (Ensure NSU’s sustainability through stewardship of 
financial, human, and cultural capital) The BFA in Studio Art fosters the 
human and cultural capital of NSU through the use of faculty and their 
expertise from introductory to advanced levels of coursework. It is a fiscally 
responsible addition to the NSU academic menu as it does not require 
additional faculty or space, it simply augments an already solid program 
with focus and professionalism entrenched in the professional degree level 
of BFA. 

 
B. BOR Strategic Plan 

i. Priority 1: Student Success – Grow degree production to 7,450 per year by 2020 
1. The BFA in Studio Art allows NSU to recruit and retain students with a 

profound interest in their art careers as it distinguishes their degree as 
professional and focused on their artistic and career goals.  

ii. Priority 2: Academic Quality and Performance – Document that academic programs 
are of the highest quality 

1. Already having NASAD accreditation for the BA programs in the NSU Art 
Department, the department will add the BFA programs to the next round 
of reaccreditation so that the BFA in Studio Art is recognized for its rigor, 
quality, and facilities. Having current and continuing NASAD accreditation, 
the BFA in Studio Art at NSU will be assuredly at the same level or higher 
than other universities with similar programs, size, and locale. 

iii. Priority 3: Research and Economic Development –  
1. Artistic practice as a research methodology has grown in recent years and 

the bridge between art and traditional venues for research is strengthening. 
Students in the BFA in Studio Art program are artist-researchers as well as 
artist-entrepreneurs. In the past, NSU’s art students have participated in 
numerous entrepreneurial endeavors through the Center for Excellence in 
Entrepreneurship as well as the ingrained, self-reliant nature of artists as 
self-promoters, small business owners, and collaborators. In addition, the 
2020 Vision: The South Dakota Science and Innovation Strategy report 
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indicates design-centered manufacturing and product development is 
dependent upon creativity and artistic capacity within the state.3 

 
3. Describe the workforce demand for graduates of the program, including national demand and 

demand within South Dakota.  
A. The Arts Industry has a major impact on both South Dakota and the national economy.  

i. NATIONAL – (Non-Profit only): 
1. According to the most recent Arts and Economic Prosperity 5 study 

sponsored by Americans for the Arts, the nonprofit arts and culture industry 
generated the following at a national level in 2015: 

a. $166.3 billion of economic activity  
b. $63.8 billion in spending by arts and cultural organizations  
c. $102.5 billion in event-related expenditures by their audiences  
d. This activity supported 4.6 million jobs and generated $27.5 billion 

in revenue to local, state, and federal governments (a yield well 
beyond their collective $5 billion in arts allocations) 

e. According to American’s for the Arts, 72% of all employers say 
that creativity and critical thinking are necessary characteristics of 
business leaders and that creativity is the number one skill they are 
seeking when hiring. 

ii. NATIONAL – All Sectors (profit & non-profit) 
1. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Arts related jobs will: 

a. Increase by 4% from 2014 – 2024 (2,624,200 to 2,731,700) 
b. Have a median income of $45,000 in 2014. 
c. Employment by major occupational group - 2014 and projected 

2024. See the table below for specific jobs and the projected 
growth of each area by 2024, number in thousands.4 

Occupation Occupation Code 2014 Estimated Employment 2024 Projected Employment Total Percent Change 

ARTS, DESIGN, ENTERTAINMENT, SPORTS, AND 
MEDIA OCCUPATIONS 

27-0000 2,624.2 2,731.7 4.1 

Art and design workers 27-1000 773.1 789.7 2.2 

Artists and related workers 27-1010 189.3 195.9 3.5 

Art directors 27-1011 74.6 76.4 2.4 

Craft artists 27-1012 10.6 10.6 0.6 

Fine artists, including painters, sculptors, and illustrators 27-1013 26.3 27.1 3.1 

Multimedia artists and animators 27-1014 64.4 68.3 6.0 

Artists and related workers, all other 27-1019 13.4 13.5 0.4 

Designers 27-1020 583.8 593.9 1.7 

Commercial and industrial designers 27-1021 38.4 39.2 2.0 

Floral designers 27-1023 58.7 56.7 -3.4 

Graphic designers 27-1024 261.6 265.2 1.4 

Interior designers 27-1025 58.9 61.1 3.8 

Set and exhibit designers 27-1027 13.3 14.2 6.8 

Designers, all other 27-1029 8.9 9.5 6.2 

Public relations specialists 27-3031 240.7 255.6 6.2 

Photographers 27-4021 124.9 128.8 3.1 

 
                                                 
3 http://sdepscor.org/sdepscorHome/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/2020-Vision.pdf (p.35-36). 
4 https://www.bls.gov/emp/ep_table_102.htm 
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iii. SOUTH DAKOTA: 
1. Careers in the arts that would be attainable with a BFA in Studio Art include: 

Designer, art director, arts manager, independent artist, museum facilitator 
and curator. Generally, in South Dakota there are 5,560 jobs in the arts, 
outside of the educational fields. The median income in 2016 for these jobs 
in SD was $37,000.  

2. See the table below for specific jobs and the projected growth of each area 
by 2024.5 

Occupation Occupation Code 2014 Estimated Employment 2024 Projected Employment Total Percent Change 

ARTS, DESIGN, ENTERTAINMENT, 
SPORTS, AND MEDIA 270000 7,727 7,974 3.20% 

Art Directors 271011 46 49 6.52% 

Commercial and Industrial Designers 271021 116 120 3.45% 

Craft Artists 271012 93 96 3.23% 

Film and Video Editors 274032 48 56 16.67% 

Floral Designers 271023 264 270 2.27% 

Graphic Designers 271024 758 771 1.72% 

Interior Designers 271025 118 122 3.39% 

Multimedia Artists and Animators 271014 146 156 6.85% 

Public Relations Specialists 273031 970 1,021 5.26% 

 
 
4. How will the proposed program benefit students? 
The BFA in Studio Art will benefit students because of its professional nature. What that means for the 
student, is that they will have more time and opportunity to grow their artistic practice before entering the 
workforce because of the rigor and individual path available for them in the upper level courses while 
providing a solid foundation in the first semesters that allows them to maneuver among media, styles, and 
methodology.  
 
5. Program Proposal Rationale: 
 

A. If a new degree is proposed, what is the rationale?6 
The rationale for the BFA (Studio Art, Digital Media, Art Education) is to raise the academic rigor 
within their discipline to a level viewed by the economy and academic world as professional and not 
general.  
 

B. What is the rationale for the curriculum?  
The curriculum allows students to obtain a strong foundation in technique and history while giving 
them the opportunity to find their own artistic-practice to research problems that require visual 
solutions. The upper-level courses have enough flexibility for a student to pursue a focused theme or 
research in their work while honing their technical skills and broadening their understanding of the 
art world and its history. The BFA Studio Art is consistent with accreditation standards from the 
NASAD. 
 

                                                 
5 https://www.southdakotaworks.org/vosnet/analyzer/results.aspx?session=occproj&qlink=1&pu=1 
 
 
 
6 This question refers to the type of degree, not the program. For example, if your university has authorization to offer the Bachelor of Science 
and the program requested is a Bachelor of Science, then the request is not for a new degree. 
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C. Demonstrate/provide evidence that the curriculum is consistent with current national 
standards.  
Per NASAD standards, the general requirements, major courses – studio and history, and electives fit 
the percentages required for accreditation.  
 
 NASAD: Studio BFA Percentages 

1. General Studies: 25-35% of total degree | Proposed: 25% as mandated by 
System Gen Ed requirements 

2. Studies in Studio/Design: at least 65% of total degree | Proposed: 70% - this 
could be less, down to 65%, if 3 art history courses (9 credits) are used as 
major electives.  

3. Studies in Art History: 10-15% of total degree | Proposed Requirement: 10% 
- this could be more, up to 15%, if 3 available art history courses are used 
as major electives.  

 
D. Summary of the degree program (complete the following tables): 

 
BFA Studio Art 

 
Credit Hours Credit Hours Percent 

System General Education Requirements 30   
Subtotal, Degree Requirements  30 25% 

Required Support Courses (not included above) 2  1.67% 
Major Requirements 45  37.5% 
Major Electives 39  32.5% 

Subtotal, Program Requirements  86 71.6% 
Free Electives  4 3.33% 

Degree Total7  120 100% 
 
 
Required Support Courses Outside the Major 

Prefix Number Course Title Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no) 

IDL 1XX 
 

Freshman Experience Course: This course is 
currently in the development process. Upon 

approval, the proper name and number will be 
inserted here. 

2 Yes 

  Subtotal 2  
 
 
Major Requirements 

Prefix Number Course Title Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no) 

Art 111 Drawing I 3 No 
Art 121 Design I – 2D 3 No 
Art 123 3-Dimensional Design 3 No 

ArtD 113 Introduction to Digital Media 3 No 
ArtH 211 History of World Art I 3 No 

                                                 
7 Board Policy 2:29 requires each baccalaureate level degree program to require 120 credit hours and each associate degree program to require 60 
credit hours. Exceptions to this policy require documentation that programs must comply with specific standards established by external 
accreditation, licensure, or regulatory bodies or for other compelling reasons and must receive approval by the Executive Director in consultation 
the President of the Board of Regents.  
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ArtH 212 History of World Art II 3 No 
ArtH  311 History of World Art III 3 No 
ArtH  

 
312 
or 

416 

History of Graphic Design 
or 

Art Theory & Criticism 

3 No 

No 
Art 112 Drawing II 3 No 
Art  231 Painting I 3 No 
Art 241 Sculpture I 3 No 
Art 251 Ceramics I 3 No 
Art  270 Photography Techniques I 3 No 
Art 281 Printmaking I 3 No 
Art 489 Senior Capstone 3 No 

  Subtotal 45  
 
Major Electives: List courses available as electives in the program. Indicate any proposed new courses 
added specifically for the major. 
 
• Per #16, the goal of the BFA in Studio Art is to give freedom to the individual student-scholars in their 
upper level coursework to pursue a definitive media focus and/or theme. Necessary to contemporary art 
practice, students must use the media most suitable for their individual artistic perspective, not necessarily 
be a master-technician in one media or technique, the NSU BFA in Studio Art addresses these 
contemporary artistic nuances. • 

* S E E  N U M B E R  1 6  F O R  M O R E  D E T A I L S  O N  C U R R I C U L A R  E M P H A S E S *  
Prefix Number Course Title 

(add or delete rows as needed) 
Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no) 

Art 211 Drawing III – Figurative 3 No 
Art 331 Painting II 3 No 
Art 341 Sculpture II 3 No 
Art 351 Ceramics II 3 No 
Art 370 Photography Techniques II 3 No 
Art 371 Mixed Media 3 No 
Art 381 Printmaking II 3 No 
Art 430 Watercolor 3 No 
Art 431 Painting III 3 No 
Art 342 Sculpture III 3 No 
Art 454 Ceramics III 3 No 
Art 470 Photography Techniques III 3 No 
Art 484 Printmaking III 3 No 
Art 411 Drawing IV 3 No 
Art 432 Painting IV 3 No 
Art 441 Sculpture IV 3 No 
Art 460 Ceramics IV 3 No 
Art 475 Photography Techniques IV 3 No 
Art 481 Printmaking IV 3 No 
Art 494 Internship 3-9 No 
Art 498 Undergraduate Research & Scholarship 3 No 
- - -15 FREE MAJOR ELECTIVES - 

ANY ARTD, ARTH, ARTM CREDIT EXCEPT ARTH 100. 
Maximum of 9 of the 15-free major elective credits in ArtH and ArtM courses to retain the studio 

percentages as per NASAD requirements (List below, no new courses.) 

- - 

ArtD 215 Typography 3 No 
ArtD 231 Graphic Design I 3 No 
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ArtD 241 2D Motion Graphics 3 No 
ArtD 331 Graphic Design II 3 No 
ArtD 333 Web Page Design I 3 No 
ArtD 334 Digital Imaging I 3 No 
ArtD 335 Digital Illustration I 3 No 
ArtD 337 Interface Design *  3 No 
ArtD 338 Digital Video Design 3 No 
ArtD 341 2D Motion Graphics 3 No 
ArtD 433 Web Page Design II 3 No 
ArtD 434 Digital Imaging II 3 No 
ArtD 435 Digital Media Studio 3 No 
ArtD 437 Interface Design II * 3 No 
ArtD 438 Digital Video Design II 3 No 
ArtD 443 Digital Illustration II 3 No 
ArtD 445 Graphic Design III 3 No 
ArtH 250 Art & Ethics 3 No 
ArtH 416 Art Criticism & Theory 3 No 
ArtH 492 Topics – Art History 3 No 
ArtM 350 Arts Management 3 No 
ArtM 391 Independent Study – Arts Management 3 No 

  Subtotal 39  
(13 

courses) 
See 16 

 

 
* Minor program modification: UNIQ course name change, simultaneously submitted 
 
6. Student Outcomes and Demonstration of Individual Achievement 
 

A. What specific knowledge and competencies, including technology competencies, will all 
students demonstrate before graduation? See below – table broken down for legibility 

B. See Appendix A for the full spreadsheet. 
 

 

Program Courses that Address the Outcomes 
Classes with * are required. 
The course numbers of the subsequent levels of each course are listed concurrently as they are mostly offered at the same time as a “stacked 
class.” 

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT OUTCOMES 
Art 

111* 
Art 

112* 
Art 

121* 
Art 

123* 
ArtD 
113* 

ArtH 
211* 

ArtH 
212* 

ArtH 
311* 

ArtH 
312 
or 

416* 

Art 
231* 
331 
431 
432 

Art 
241* 
341 
342 
441 

Art 
251* 
351 
454 
460 

Art 
270* 
370 
470 
475 

Art 
281* 
381 
484 
481 

Art 
489* 

1. Students should possess the ability to present 
sophisticated critical judgments regarding the 
historical, creative and technical aspects of art and 
design.  x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x  

2. Understand the ways that contemporary art 
practice creatively and critically works between 
or across established disciplines.  x  x x x  x x x x x  x x   x  x  x x 

3. Be able to interpret and engage with existing 
visual culture and media as a form of creative 
intelligence. x x x x       x x x x x x x x 

4. Develop a discerning voice and confidence in 
one’s own artistic authorship, based on material, 
conceptual, and critical sensibility. x  x   x  x  x          x  x x   x  x x 

5. Create and sustain a body of work through self-
directed research, experimentation, risk-taking, 
and reflective analysis.                   x x x x x x 
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6. Advance practices that can thrive either as an 
individual practice or within collaborative 
environments.   x x x x         x x x x x x 

7. Effectively communicate the intention of one’s 
work through its full formal realization. x x x x x         x x x x x x 

8. Be publicly articulate in the evaluation of the 
work of peers as well as more established artists.   x               x x x x x x 

9. Successfully represent oneself to arts 
organizations, curators, publications, and graduate 
programs for the purpose of advancing 
professional and artistic goals.                x x  x x x x x x 

 

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT OUTCOMES 
Art 
211 

Art 
371 

Art 
430 

ArtD 
231 
331 
445 

Art
D 

215 
ArtD 
241 

ArtD 
333 
433 

ArtD 
334 
434 

ArtD 
335 
443 

ArtD 
337 
437 

ArtD  
338 
438 

ArtD 
435 

ArtH 
250 

Art
M 

350 
391 

1. Students should possess the ability to present 
sophisticated critical judgments regarding the 
historical, creative and technical aspects of art 
and design.   x  x  x  x  x x  x   x x  x   x  x x   

2. Understand the ways that contemporary art 
practice creatively and critically works between 
or across established disciplines. x x x x x x x x x x x x x   

3. Be able to interpret and engage with existing 
visual culture and media as a form of creative 
intelligence. x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

4. Develop a discerning voice and confidence in 
one’s own artistic authorship, based on material, 
conceptual, and critical sensibility. x x x x x x x x x x x x     

5. Create and sustain a body of work through self-
directed research, experimentation, risk-taking, 
and reflective analysis. x x x x x x x x x x x x   x 

6. Advance practices that can thrive either as an 
individual practice or within collaborative 
environments. x x x x x x x x x x x x     

7. Effectively communicate the intention of one’s 
work through its full formal realization. x x x x x x x x x x x x   x 

8. Be publicly articulate in the evaluation of the 
work of peers as well as more established artists. x x x x x x x x x x x x     

9. Successfully represent oneself to arts 
organizations, curators, publications, and graduate 
programs for the purpose of advancing 
professional and artistic goals. x x x x     x       x x   x 

 
 
 

C. Are national instruments (i.e., examinations) available to measure individual student 
achievement in this field? If so, list them.  
Student achievement and competence will be measured by using standards established by NASAD. 

 
D. How will individual students demonstrate mastery? Describe the specific examinations 

and/or processes used, including any external measures.8 What are the consequences for 
students who do not demonstrate mastery? 
All BFA Studio Art students are assessed in their second semester of their second year as an art 
student. This process addresses their visual work and written work. Student meet with 3 art faculty 
for 30 minutes and discuss their interests and obtain feedback from faculty. The faculty review them 
based on a numerical system that mimics the exit review process done in their final semester. The 
senior capstone, Art 489, has several requirements to insure mastery and rigor. The capstone course 
requires a portfolio, thesis, public art exhibition, and career mentoring.  

 

                                                 
8 What national examination, externally evaluated portfolio or student activity, etc., will verify that individuals have 
attained a high level of competence and identify those who need additional work? 
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7. What instructional approaches and technologies will instructors use to teach courses in the 
program?  

A. The following approaches and technologies will be utilized:  
i. Lecture/Lab/Discussion  

ii. Demonstration of media usage  
iii. Art studio instruction and critical feedback 
iv. Introductory graphic software integrated with design comprehension including but 

not limited to: 
1. Adobe® Create Cloud – Photshop, Illustrator, InDesign, Dreamweaver, 

Bridge, Lightroom 
2. Mac and PC platforms 

v. Hands on, face-to-face experiential learning 
vi. Collaborative and service learning 

vii. Desire 2 Learn classroom management software  
 
8. Did the University engage any developmental consultants to assist with the development of the 

curriculum?9 Did the University consult any professional or accrediting associations during the 
development of the curriculum? What were the contributions of the consultants and associations 
to the development of curriculum? 

 
The NASAD handbook was used as a reference in addition to other NASAD accredited BFA programs 
in the region and across the nation of similar size and type of institution in addition to expertise within the 
faculty. 

 
9. Are students enrolling in the program expected to be new to the university or redirected from other 

existing programs at the university? Complete the table below and explain the methodology used 
in developing the estimates. 

 
It is expected that students for this new major will be both new to the university and redirected from 
the BA programs if they so choose. Discussions with faculty advisors estimated approximately 10-15 
current students interested in the BFA in Studio Art. Additionally, many discussions with high school 
students across the region have indicated that the addition of a BFA vs. a BA in Studio Art would 
entice their university choice as NSU and in particular, in the Art Department. Several (3-5) recent 
alumni have inquired about the requirements they would need to obtain the BFA at NSU. The 
graduation numbers in year 3 are reflective of current students switching their program and 
completing the requirements for the BFA in Studio Art. 
 

 Fiscal Years* 
 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Estimates FY 19 FY 20 FY 21 FY 22 
Students new to the university 5 6 7 8 
Students from other university programs 0 0 0 0 
Continuing students 4 9 15 22 

=Total students in the program (fall) 9 15 22 30 
 184.5 306 451 615 
Program credit hours (major courses)** 
82 credits divided by 4 years = 20.5 

    

Graduates 0 0 5 10 
*Do not include current fiscal year. 
                                                 
9 Developmental consultants are experts in the discipline hired by the university to assist with the development of a 
new program (content, courses, experiences, etc.). Universities are encouraged to discuss the selection of 
developmental consultants with Board staff. 
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**This is the total number of credit hours generated by students in the program in the required or elective 
program courses. Use the same numbers in Appendix B – Budget. 
 
NOTE: The average graduation rate over the past 5 years (2012 – 2017) in the BA in Art (Fine Art) is 7 per 
academic year (high of 14, low of 5). The BA in Art (Fine Art) is the most-similar to the BFA Studio Art.  
 
10. Is program accreditation available? If so, identify the accrediting organization and explain 

whether accreditation is required or optional, the resources required, and the University’s plans 
concerning the accreditation of this program. 
The BA in Art (Graphic Design and Fine Art Specializations) and BSED in Art Education are already 
NASAD accredited at Northern State University. NASAD accreditation of the BFA programs, upon 
approval, will seek accreditation during the next re-accreditation cycle during FY19 and again in FY29. 
 

11. Does the University request any exceptions to any Board policy for this program? Explain any 
requests for exceptions to Board Policy 
None. 
 

12. Delivery Location10 
 
A. Complete the following charts to indicate if the university seeks authorization to deliver the 

entire program on campus, at any off-campus location (e.g., UC Sioux Falls, Capital University 
Center, Black Hills State University-Rapid City, etc.) or deliver the entire program through 
distance technology (e.g., as an online program)? 

 
 Yes/No Intended Start Date 
On campus Yes Fall 2018  

 
 Yes/No If Yes, list location(s) Intended Start Date 
Off campus No 

 
 Yes/No If Yes, identify delivery 

methods11 
Intended Start Date 

Distance Delivery (online/other 
distance delivery methods) 

No 

 
B. Complete the following chart to indicate if the university seeks authorization to deliver more 

than 50% but less than 100% of the certificate through distance learning (e.g., as an online 
program)? 12 

 
 Yes/No If Yes, identify delivery 

methods 
Intended Start Date 

Distance Delivery (online/other 
distance delivery methods) 

No 

 
 
13. Cost, Budget, and Resources: Explain the amount and source(s) of any one-time and continuing 

investments in personnel, professional development, release time, time redirected from other 
assignments, instructional technology & software, other operations and maintenance, facilities, 

                                                 
10 The accreditation requirements of the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) require Board approval for a 
university to offer programs off-campus and through distance delivery. 
11 Delivery methods are defined in AAC Guideline 5.5. 
12  This question responds to HLC definitions for distance delivery. 
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etc., needed to implement the proposed major. Address off-campus or distance delivery 
separately.  
See Appendix B. 
 

14. Is the university requesting or intending to request permission for a new fee or to attach an existing 
fee to the program (place an “X” in the appropriate box)?  

 
   

Yes  No 
 

Explanation (if applicable):  There is an already existing fee for Art, ArtE, and ArtD courses across all 
BOR institutions as per the Fine Arts Discipline Committee (2017-2018 = $15.10 per credit hour). No 
new fees associated with this degree/major. 

 
15. New Course Approval: New courses required to implement the new undergraduate degree 

program may receive approval in conjunction with program approval or receive approval 
separately. Please check the appropriate statement: 

 
 YES,  

the university is seeking approval of new courses related to the proposed program in 
conjunction with program approval. All New Course Request forms are included as Appendix 
C and match those described in section 5D. 

 
 NO,  

the university is not seeking approval of all new courses related to the proposed program in 
conjunction with program approval; the institution will submit new course approval requests 
separately or at a later date in accordance with Academic Affairs Guidelines. 

 
16. Additional Information:  
The Art Department is transitioning (approval dependent) all the undergraduate, 4-year degrees from a 
BA to a BFA because it is the optimal art degree at 4-year institutions. The foundational and core classes, 
listed below, give every BFA Art Studio student the opportunity to explore numerous media while 
allowing for individual emphases in the realms of 2D art, 3D art, or interdisciplinary media that 
incorporates more design and digital courses than a traditional emphasis in 2D or 3D. The contemporary 
trends in both the art education and art world are seeing a blurring between traditional media and digital 
media as the new generation of students view them all as tools.  
 
The BFA in Studio Art from the BFA in Digital Media (pending intent-to-plan approval and program 
approval separately) to allow for more commercial exploration and skills in the curriculum of the BFA in 
Digital Media. The BFA in Studio Art provides a traditional art educational trajectory such as painting 
drawing, sculpture, etc. with the added opportunity to explore new media such as digital media.  
 
Recent graduates and trends in post-secondary art education indicate the importance of some integration 
between BFA in Studio Art electives and BFA in Digital Media electives. For example, a BFA – Studio 
Art student interested in illustration would benefit from upper level digital classes in addition to upper 
level drawing courses because of the crossover of applications, methods, and intended audiences. Because 
of our size, location, and faculty expertise, these areas of emphasis in both BFA degrees give students a 
foundation with enough of a guide to lead them to their desired career and educational goals while part of 
the NSU Art Department. 

 
BFA in Studio Art  

Part I - FOUNDATIONS & CORE | 42 credits 
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FOUNDATIONS | 20 CREDITS 

1. Art 111 Drawing I 
2. Art 121 2D Design I 
3. Art 123 3D Design 
4. ArtD 113 Intro to Digital Media 
5. ArtH 211 History of World Art I 
6. ArtH 212 History of World Art II 

 
 

CORE | 24 CREDITS 
1. ArtH 311 History of World Art III 
2. ArtH 312 or History of Graphic Design 

ArtH 416 Art Theory & Criticism 
3. Art 112 Drawing II 
4. Art 231 Painting I 
5. Art 241 Sculpture I 
6. Art 251 Ceramics I 
7. Art 270 Photography Techniques I 
8. Art 281 Printmaking I 

 

 

Part 2 - EMPHASES: 2D, 3D, and Interdisciplinary Arts | 39 credits 
 

2-Dimensional Media: EMPHASIS | 24 CREDITS + 15 electives 
1. Art 211 Drawing III – Figurative 
2. Art 331 Painting II 
3. Art 381 Printmaking II 
4. Art 371 Mixed Media 
5. Art 370 – 481 – 431  Photo II or Printmaking III or Painting III 
6. 370/470 – 381/481 – 431/432  Photo II/III or Printmaking III/IV or Painting III/IV 
7. Art 498 Undergraduate Research & Scholarship 
8.  Art 489 Senior Capstone 
9+ 15 credits elective Any Art/ArtD/ArtH/ArtM courses except ArtH 100  

Maximum of 9 Credit hours of ArtH or ArtM 
 

3-Dimensional Media: EMPHASIS | 24 CREDITS + 15 electives 
1. Art 351 Ceramics II 
2. Art 341 Sculpture II 
3. Art 454 Ceramics III 
4. Art 342 Sculpture III 
5. Art 371 Mixed Media 
6. Art 460 – 441 Ceramics IV or Sculpture IV 
7. Art 498 Undergraduate Research & Scholarship 
8.  Art 489 Senior Capstone 
9+ 15 credits elective Any Art/ArtD/ArtH/ArtM courses except ArtH 100  

Maximum of 9 Credit hours of ArtH or ArtM 
 

Interdisciplinary Arts: EMPHASIS | 24 CREDITS + 15 electives 
1. Art 351 - 341  Ceramics II or Sculpture II 
2. Art 370 - 331 - 381 Photo II or Painting II or Printmaking II 
3. Art 371 Mixed Media 
4. ArtD 334 or 335 Digital Imaging I or Digital Illustration I 
5. ArtD 231 Graphic Design I 
6. ArtD 333 or 338 Web Design I or Digital Video Design I 
7. Art 498 Undergraduate Research & Scholarship 
8.  Art 489 Senior Capstone 
9+ 15 credits elective Any Art/ArtD/ArtH/ArtM courses except ArtH 100  

Maximum of 9 Credit hours of ArtH or ArtM 
 

Total Credits = 82 
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