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SUBJECT: Jump Start / Dual Credit Remediation  

 

As the High School Dual Credit program advances into its third year, the Regental system 

continues to evaluate approaches for improving student success in college bearing courses and 

insuring that students are enrolling in coursework that leads to degree program completion.  To 

accomplish these goals a working group has been established to develop a set of Exploratory 

Studies Tracks that can be used by students to select from eligible General Education coursework 

that fit with the various degree program offerings throughout the system.  As this working group 

evaluated options it was noted that despite the stringent eligibility criteria developed for the 

program, a number of students were required to enroll in remedial coursework once they arrive at 

one of the Regental institutions.  To evaluate the extent that this has occurred following the first 

year of the program, an analysis was conducted to determine the number of students who have 

participated in the High School Dual Credit (HSDC) program and have enrolled in remedial 

coursework once entering the Regental system.   

 

Of the 1,077 students in the original HSDC student roster, from Fall 2014 through Summer 

2015, 59% of students turned up in our extracts in Summer 2015 or Fall 2015. Out of those 

students, a total of 58 students, or 5.39%, were enrolled in at least one remedial course (see Table 

1.)1 

Table 1 

HSDC Students by Remedial, Non-Remedial, & Non-SDBOR Enrollment 

Enrollment Type Number of Students Percentage of Students 

SDBOR – Remedial 58 5.39% 

SDBOR – Non-Remedial 577 58.96% 

Non-SDBOR 442 41.04% 

Total 1,077 100.00% 

   

 

                                                 
1 Remedial Courses were defined as: MATH 021, MATH 095, MATH 101/101L, MATH 102/102L, MATH 

103/103L, ENGL 031, ENGL 032, ENGL 033, READ 041, UC 011.   
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It was determined that the majority of the students identified above, qualified into the 

program based on either their class rank or high school GPA (rather than ACT sub-scores).  Of 

those students enrolled in remedial courses after participating in the HSDC program, most are 

enrolled in a remedial math course (see Table 2).  These students would have only taken non-math 

related courses through the program since their math sub-scores would not have allowed for 

enrollment into Math 102 College Algebra.  Additionally, there were a handful of students who 

needed to enroll in READ 041, ENGL 032, or ENGL 033.  
 

Table 2 

Remedial Enrollment of HSDC Students by Course (with MATH 103/103L) 

Course Enrollment Percentage 

MATH 095: Pre-College Algebra 25 38.46% 

MATH 102/102L: College Algebra & Lab 12 18.46% 

ENGL 032: Basic Writing 9 13.84% 

READ 041: Reading for College Success 8 12.31% 

ENGL 033: Basic Writing 7 10.77% 

MATH 101/101L: Intermediate Algebra &Lab 2 3.08% 

MATH 021: Basic Algebra 1 1.54% 

MATH 103/103L: Quantitative Literacy & Lab 1 1.54% 

Total 65 100.00% 

   

 

When the framework for the HSDC program was established, the Board of Regents decided 

to limit the range of courses to only credit bearing General Education coursework.  As a result, 

institutions are not allowed to offer the courses depicted in Table 2 above, or allow students who 

do not meet eligibility criteria to enroll in remedial coursework.  After reviewing these data, the 

Academic Affairs Council discussed the potential for allowing students from this pool to enroll in 

Remedial coursework while in high school, and whether dual credit options should be made 

available to the underrepresented student population who is not able to take advantage of dual 

credit or AP offerings at their school district.  Each year the Board of Regents prepares a High 

School to College Transition Report for each school district in the state, and the most recent data 

from the report indicates that 26.9% of South Dakota high school graduates entering the Regental 

system on a full-time basis required remediation in either English or Math. Those students 

requiring remediation had an average cumulative GPA lower than their peers who did not require 

remediation. They also attempted and completed fewer credit hours. 
 

Table 3 

First-Year Academic Performance by Remedial Placement Group 

Remedial Group Count 
Cumulative 

GPA 

Credits 

Attempted 

Credits 

Completed 

Math and English 245 2.30 18.9 16.6 

Math only 321 2.54 23.1 20.7 

English only 126 2.50 23.9 22.1 

No Remediation 1,878 3.08 28.0 26.9 
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To potentially address this issue, representatives involved with the South Dakota Jump 

Start grant program2 considered how the current Access Advisors3 could be engaged to assist high 

school students at participating school to complete remedial coursework in spring 2017 prior to 

high school graduation. With the increasing popularity of the Dual Credit program (and success of 

students in online coursework), it seems warranted to use the two programs to create a seamless 

bridge to postsecondary for those students who need a head start to get caught up. In a traditional 

bridge program, students come to campus the summer prior to their first fall semester to take the 

classes they need to be able to start college on the right foot. For many students that means taking 

any remedial coursework they placed into in order to be able to be on track with their classmates 

when their first semester starts as remedial coursework does not count in credits towards 

graduation.  

 

In the proposed distance/virtual bridge, students whose test scores indicated that they 

would be placed into remedial coursework would take those courses through the HSDC program 

during the spring semester of their senior year of high school. Not only does this option allow 

students to start their first semester of postsecondary on track at a lower price, but it also allows 

them to develop a sense of pride in the fact that they are able to take college courses in high school 

like their high achieving peers.  The role of the Access Advisors in the new distance/virtual bridge 

program would be to help eligible students understand exactly what the program entails, how it 

benefits them as they prepare for their lives after high school, and provide a certain amount of 

support to those students as they progress through their coursework. The Access Advisors could 

also use this opportunity to illustrate to those students that college is, in fact, an option for them 

and help guide them through the college application and enrollment processes. On average, 

students at target schools have a remediation rate of 52.6% as compared to the state average of 

only 28.5%. Students from those high schools also have markedly lower rates of participation in 

AP classes (6.3% v. 17.6%), college matriculation (49.1% v. 66.5%), and retention from the first 

to second year of college (77.7% v. 89.6%).4 

 

If the distance/virtual bridge pilot program were successful, it would provide a lower-cost 

option for sustaining the bridge portion of the Jump Start program with the ability to reach more 

students, including those who may have initially declined to participate in Jump Start in order to 

avoid sacrificing part of their summer. A similar initiative in Tennessee has proven to be very 

successful. In a pilot program, 200 students who scored a 19 or below on the ACT Math Test as 

juniors participated in a remedial, dual credit math lab through a community college. 83% 

                                                 
2 The Jump Start program introduces American Indian and low-income students to higher education through a summer 

campus-based experience prior to their first year of college. The students then return for two summers after that to 

earn college credit and participate in part-time employment through on-campus jobs or undergraduate research to help 

pay for their higher education. During the academic year, students receive intrusive advising from on-campus retention 

advisors. 
3 Access advisors work with schools and counselors to provide resources and support to make college possible for 

students by providing connections to scholarship information, tribal education offices and college-going resources. 

They also provide classroom presentations, small group and one-on-one meetings with students, home visits with 

parents and students, FAFSA help, and help with college applications. 
4 https://www.sdbor.edu/dashboards/Pages/High-School-Transition-Report.aspx; 

https://www.sdbor.edu/dashboards/Pages/College-Matriculation.aspx  

https://www.sdbor.edu/dashboards/Pages/High-School-Transition-Report.aspx
https://www.sdbor.edu/dashboards/Pages/College-Matriculation.aspx
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successfully completed all of their required remediation during their senior year of high school, 

and 25% of those students completed credit-bearing math classes before graduation.5 

  

 AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss the viability of this approach, and 

institutional interest in working with partner districts to coordinate the delivery of dual credit 

remedial coursework.  

                                                 
5 https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2013/09/13/promising-remedial-math-reform-tennessee-expands  

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2013/09/13/promising-remedial-math-reform-tennessee-expands

