
(Continued) 

****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

 

 Discussion and recommendation. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  4 – B (1) 

 

DATE:  June 8, 2016  

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

SUBJECT: Dean’s List Designations 

 

During the conversion to the new Oracle environment, it became evident that the program 

used to establish Dean List criteria needed to be rewritten which produced a significant number of 

questions from campus representatives.  The criteria for determining student eligibility for the 

Dean’s List at any institution are outlined in Board of Regents Policy 2:10 Grades & Use of Grade 

Point Averages (GPA).  Specifically, section 7 of the policy indicates: 

 

Undergraduate, full-time students may be designated for the Dean’s List at the end of the 

fall and spring terms. The Dean’s List designation is determined by the home university 

and is based on a student’s total course registrations for academic credit for the term from 

any Regental university. The Dean’s List designation does not appear on the transcript.  

 

To be awarded Dean’s List designation, students must meet the following guidelines.  

1) Students must have earned a minimum of 12 credit hours in courses numbered 100-

699 during the term.  

2) Students must achieve a System Term GPA of at least 3.50.  

3) Students with F, I, U, RI, or RU grades are not eligible regardless of System Term 

GPA attained.  

 

Despite this guidance provided in BOR policy, it does appear that distinctions have 

emerged across institutions based on the criteria as outlined.  The questions that emerged from the 

campuses were discussed and the following clarification was provided to ensure consistency in the 

application of this policy framework.  

 

 To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must be degree-seeking at the undergraduate level 

(Program type of A {for Associate} or B for {Baccalaureate})  

 

 Undergrads who are completing only a certificate program do not qualify for Dean’s List 

designation.   

 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-10.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/2-10.pdf
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 Students enrolled exclusively in a “spec” program (or multiple spec programs) do not 

quality (i.e., non-degree seeking).  

 

 For students enrolled in accelerated programs (specifically one in which credits count at 

both levels) are eligible for the Dean’s List designation until the undergraduate degree is 

conferred.  Once the undergraduate degree is conferred students are no longer eligible for 

this designation.   

 

 The census date will be used to determine a student’s “home” location for assigning the 

institutional Dean’s List designation.  A student is not eligible for the Dean’s List at two 

institutions in a given semester.    
 

 Modification to Board Policy that changes 12 credit hours in courses numbering 100-699 

during the term to “12 credit hours in non-remedial courses.” 

 

 Earning grades of F, I, U, RI, or RU at any level (remedial, undergraduate, graduate) 

disqualifies the student from the Dean’s list designation.  

 

 For undergraduate students taking graduate courses, a single GPA that encompasses both 

levels will be calculated for the purposes of the Dean’s list designation.   

 

 Transfer students must complete 12 credits prior to the current term (non-remedial 

coursework with a grade of C/P or higher.  
 

AAC representatives should be prepared to discuss these decision points and consider 

whether other issues exist on the individual campuses for how the Dean’s List calculations are 

achieved.  A set of more clearly articulated guidelines may be warranted to ensure consistency 

across institutions.  
 

 
 


