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RECOMMENDED ACTION 

 

              Discussion and approve the recommended changes to BOR Policy 2:5 Transfer of 

Credit.  Move forward to COPS and BOR. 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  5 – A (4) 

 

DATE:  February 24, 2016 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

SUBJECT: Board Policy 2:5 Transfer of Credit 

 

The Academic Affairs Council discussed revisions to Policy 2:5 Transfer of Credit at 

multiple points over the last two years, including the May 2014, September 2014, February 2015, 

April 2015, and September 2015. The Board of Regents passed a set of revisions recommended 

by AAC at their June 2015 meeting. 

 

In the months since the Board approved the most recent series of changes to this policy, 

several additional items have come to our attention requiring AAC input for potential additional 

revisions to this policy. At least five items (indicated below) require AAC discussion. 

 

 

1. Section 11.A. and 11.A.1 state “Credit earned through validation methods other than nationally 

recognized examinations is limited to a maximum of 30 hours of credit for baccalaureate 

degrees and 15 hours of credit for associate degrees. . . . Validation of Military credit is limited 

to an additional 30 hours of credit for baccalaureate degrees and an additional 15 hours of 

credit for associate degrees.”  

 

The policy is silent on the transfer of validated military credit for graduate students. AAC 

should discuss and offer a recommendation on a policy for the transfer of validated military 

credits for graduate students. 

 

2. Section 4.F.1 currently reads: 

 

“High school courses for which students received college credit will not be entered as transfer 

credit, or given equivalent credit, unless validated by an Advanced Placement or CLEP score 

that meets Board of Regents guidelines for acceptance of credit, the college credit is granted 

by a university with which the Board has a dual credit agreement, or the college credit is 

granted by an institution accredited by the National Alliance of Concurrent Enrollment 

Partnerships (NACEP).” 

 

http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5.A.3RevisionstoBoardPolicy2-5TransferofCredit.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5_C_2_AAC0914.pdf
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5_A2_AAC0215.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5_A1_AAC0415.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5_A1_AAC0915.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/agenda/2015/June/CommA/III_C2_CommA0615.pdf
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A revision is proposed to the section that would expand acceptance to include institutions 

“meeting the accreditation standards established by the National Alliance of Concurrent 

Enrollment Partnerships (NACEP)” in addition to those actually accredited by NASEP. 

 

 

3. AAC agreed to several principles and additional changes to the policy in September 2015.  

These revisions are included in draft form in the attached version of Policy 2:5 and include: 

 

a. Allowing universities to use either the GEN or ELEC prefix when transferring credits 

for which the academic discipline is not available at the school. 

 

b. Adding language indicating a university has discretion in accepting (or not accepting) 

transfer coursework. 

 

c. Retaining the language “For the purposes of this policy, an accredited institution is a 

United States institution holding accreditation from a regional or national institutional 

accrediting agency recognized by the US Department of Education.” 

 

However, subsequent conversations with registrars in the Regental system indicated opposition 

to several of the agreed upon principles. The registrars indicate a preference for the following 

two revisions to the policy: 

 

 Instead of identifying the prefixes approved for transferring credit as GEN or ELEC 

when the university accepting the credit does not have the academic discipline, 

registrars prefer generic language stating universities may use “the prefix adopted 

by the university.” The sections of the policy affected include 3C, 6B2b, 8B2b, and 

10B2b.  

 

AAC should discuss the need for common prefixes for this type of transfer credit and offer a 

recommendation. 

 

 Registrars continue to oppose language that recognizes national accrediting 

associations in the same way we recognize regional accrediting associations in the 

acceptance of transfer credits. Registrars noted to the Board office that “under the 

prior transfer policy (2:5) the universities retained the prerogative of reviewing 

career/technical credits while recognizing regionally accredited institutions for 

direct transfer work.  As registrars we confirm this to be best practice from our 

perspective.”  

 

As a reminder, the list of accreditation bodies recognized by the US Department of Education 

does not make a distinction between regional and national accreditation. In addition, not all 

national accrediting agencies focus solely on technical education; some provide accreditation 

to schools offering doctoral programs. Language from the USDOE website states: “The 

following regional and national accrediting agencies are recognized by the Secretary as 

http://www2.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/accreditation_pg6.html
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reliable authorities concerning the quality of education or training offered by the institutions 

of higher education or higher education programs they accredit.” A list of national accrediting 

agencies recognized by the USDOE is included as an attachment. 

 

AAC should discuss the policy as written in regards to accepting transfer of credit from 

regional and national accreditation organizations. If AAC reaffirms this practice, discussion 

should be held with the registrars on each campus to help them understand the policy revisions 

more clearly. 

 

 

4. USD has raised the following issue and proposal. Other universities may have similar issues 

with different programs for which this discussion is applicable. AAC should discuss and offer 

a recommendation on allowing Regental universities to transfer 90 credit hours from junior 

colleges, community colleges (2 year), and/or two-year technical colleges (a previous 

recommendation from AAC capped the number of credit hours at 72). 

 

Comments from USD: 

 

USD Nursing has identified the following problem:  

The total credits required for the BSN degree is 120 credits. Per BOR 2.5.13 policy this limits 

transferability of credits for community college licensed RNs seeking the BSN through USD 

to 60 credits. The USD Associate of Science in nursing is a 65-credit program. Typically, the 

community/junior college RNs seeking to come to USD have approximately 80 community 

college credit hours of general support and nursing courses combined. Transfer students must 

still earn a minimum of 30 credit hours from USD to graduate with the BSN. This 30-credit 

requirement is easily met within the RN-BSN institutional and departmental requirements.  

 

However, the 60-credit transfer limit puts transfer students at a severe disadvantage to attend 

USD. The BOR 2.5.13 policy limit forces transfer students to take or repeat up to 20 credits of 

coursework (the difference between the 60-credit limit policy and the minimum 30 credits for 

the RN-BSN degree requirements). This is a huge barrier for USD admission, marketability 

and growth of the RN-BSN as a degree completion program.  

 

Because of this problem we request consideration of revising BOR Policy 2.5.13 for RN 

students seeking degree completion for the BSN at USD and allowing junior, community 

college students transferring into USD’s RN-BSN program to bring in up to 80-90 credit hours 

toward their BSN completion.  

 

This request is in keeping with HLC Assumed practice which states: “Typically institutions 

will require that at minimum 30 of the 120 credits earned for the bachelor’s degree and 15 of 

the 60 credits for the associate’s degree be credits earned at the institution itself, through 

arrangements with other accredited institutions, or through contractual relationships approved 

by the Commission. Any variation from the typical minima must be explained and justified.” 

http://policy.ncahlc.org/Policies/assumed-practices.html 

http://policy.ncahlc.org/Policies/assumed-practices.html
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The rationale for revision of BOR 2.5.13 is two-fold: 

 

a. Increase marketability of the RN-BSN as a program that seeks to be as seamless 

as possible in completing the baccalaureate program in nursing.  Graduates 

must meet regental, university, and departmental requirements regardless of the 

number of credits involved.  

 

b. Make RN-BSN completion as equitable and seamless for RN transfer students 

as it is for RN students who have completed through USD’s associate program. 

 

5. System registrars have concerns about Section 2:5.11b. The concern is as follows:    

 

Incoming transcripts do not always differentiate CLEP, AP, Credit by exam but often just a 

letter grade that notes that credit was awarded on the basis of validation, etc.  Currently the 

practice is to require the scores for CLEP, AP, etc. and match those against approved scores to 

record credit, etc.  If that practice is eliminated it is possible that we would record CLEP, AP, 

etc. for a student transferring from outside of the system at a score lower than credit would be 

awarded for the same test/same score if within the system. 

 

Board office staff are unaware of discussions to change the existing policies in Section 2:5.11b. 

AAC should discuss if they are aware of any related problems caused by the scenario described 

by the registrars. 

 

 

General Education Transfer Waivers 

  

Related to the discussion of revisions to Policy 2:5, AAC discussed a proposal submitted 

by BHSU during their November 2015 (Transfer Student Analysis, MOCC Review) meeting.  To 

item was tabled for further reflection and review by council members, but it was agreed that a 

review of institutional practices at three regional campuses would be completed to evaluate the 

extent to which general education requirements were being waived for those students entering in 

with an associate’s degree completed.  Following a review of the institutions discussed, it was 

noted that each campus has a similar transfer equivalency structure in place as the Regental system; 

whereby they treat the transfer of credit using a common course-by-course equivalency model.  

Links to the transfer webpages at each institution can be found below: 

 

Chadron State University1 - Transfer NE and Articulation Guide 

                                                            
1 Note that Chadron does have a structure in place with Colorado Community College System which does waive a 

portion of the GE requirements for students enrolling in their Essential Studies degree program.  Additional course 

requirements are outlined for students enrolling in other degree programs at the institution. 

http://www.csc.edu/admissions/transfer/guides/cccs/  

 

 

https://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5_A2_AAC1115.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5_A2_a_AAC1115.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/5_A2_b_AAC1115.pdf
http://transfer.nebraska.edu/
http://www.csc.edu/admissions/transfer/guides.csc
http://www.csc.edu/admissions/transfer/guides/cccs/
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Sheridan College 

Valley City State University – GE Transfer Agreements  

 

The question has been raised regarding an institutions ability to adopt such a model within 

our common instance of Colleague, and the impact it might have on allowing students to enter an 

institution and then have the waivers removed if they transferred to another Regental campus.  Due 

to the nature of this particular request, and the various other issues outlined above for addressing 

concerns with BOR Policy 2:5, AAC members should be prepared to discuss avenues forward for 

further refining the systems current transfer of credit structure.  A sub-committee of AAC may be 

necessary to work through the range of issues that continue to emerge.  

 

http://www.sheridan.edu/site/sc/college-services/records-office/transfer-credits/
http://www.vcsu.edu/registrar/vp.htm?p=2399
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1. Academic courses will be transferred as meeting graduation requirements if the courses parallel 

the scope and depth requirements for the degree or if the courses meet electives required for the 

degree.  Credit will not be given for duplication of courses. 

 

2. For the purposes of this policy, an accredited institution is a United States institution holding 

accreditation from a regional or national institutional accrediting agency recognized by the US 

Department of Education. 

 

3. Undergraduate courses considered for transfer are subject to all BOR policies and any conditions 

for validation that may be prescribed by the accepting institution. When a university evaluates 

and accepts the transfer of undergraduate credit under the provisions of this policy, these courses 

will be recorded and equivalencies granted using the following guidelines: 

 

A. If there are specific undergraduate courses at the university evaluating the credit, these 

specific courses should be used when granting equivalencies. 

 

B. If the academic discipline is available at the university evaluating the credit, but there 

is no discipline equivalent course, use the discipline prefix and the appropriate course 

level (100 for Freshman level, 200 for Sophomore level, 300 for Junior level, and 400 

for Senior level). 

 

C. If the academic discipline is not available at the university evaluating the credit, use 

the GEN or ELEC prefix (indicating elective credit) and the appropriate course level 

(100 for Freshman level, 200 for Sophomore level, 300 for Junior level, and 400 for 

Senior level). 

 

4. Undergraduate transfer of academic courses received from accredited United States colleges 

and universities.   

 

A. All undergraduate transfer courses and all transfer grades (whether the grades are 

passing or not passing) must be recorded and an equivalency specified by the Regental 

university, calculated into grade point averages according to the Regental grade 

scheme, and recorded on the student’s academic transcript. 
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B. Remedial courses (as identified on the sending institution’s transcript) received in 

transfer are recorded, transcripted, and assigned an equivalency at the receiving 

university but do not calculate into grade point averages. 

 

C. Transfer grades not existing in the Regental grading scheme will be equated to the 

Regental grading system.  (Refer to BOR 2:10, Use of Grade Point Averages). 

 

D. In any subsequent evaluation, equivalencies for system common courses and system 

general education courses will not be changed.  Equivalencies for unique courses may 

be changed.  In subsequent evaluations, grades previously recorded cannot be changed. 

 

E. The university-specific degree requirements determine if the courses transferred are 

applicable to the student’s degree program at that university and if they meet the 

minimum grade criteria. 

 

F. Orientation, Life Experience, General Educational Development Tests, and high school 

level courses are not recorded in Colleague as transfer credit nor are they granted 

equivalent credit.  

 

1) High school courses for which students received college credit will not be entered 

as transfer credit, or given equivalent credit, unless validated by an Advanced 

Placement or CLEP score that meets Board of Regents guidelines for acceptance of 

credit, the college credit is granted by a university with which the Board has a dual 

credit agreement, or the college credit is granted by an institution meeting the 

accreditation standards established accredited by the National Alliance of 

Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships (NACEP). 

 

5. Undergraduate transfer of technical courses received from accredited United States colleges 

and universities. 

 

A. University discretion is permitted in acceptance of all courses; decisions on accepting 

coursework is made on a course-by-course basis.  Courses considered for transfer are 

subject to all BOR policies and any conditions for validation that may be prescribed by 

the accepting institution. 

 

B. When the courses are accepted for transfer, equivalent courses are recorded on the 

transcript but the grade earned at the technical institute is not recorded or calculated 

into the grade point averages. 

 

C. In any subsequent evaluation, equivalencies for system common courses and system 

general education courses will not be changed.  Equivalencies for unique courses may 

be changed, re-evaluated, or inactivated.  Additional equivalencies may be added and 

evaluated.   
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D. The university-specific degree requirements determine if the courses transferred are 

applicable to the student’s degree program at that university and if they meet the 

minimum grade criteria. 

 

6. Graduate transfer courses received from accredited United States colleges and universities.  

 

A. All graduate transfer courses and transfer grades judged to be acceptable by the 

evaluating university, are recorded and evaluated by the Regental university, calculated 

into grade point averages according to the Regental grade scheme, and recorded on the 

student’s academic transcript.    

 

B. If transfer credits are judged acceptable; these courses will be recorded, and 

equivalencies granted, using the following guidelines: 

 

1) If there are specific equivalent graduate courses at the university evaluating the credit, 

these specific courses should be used when granting equivalencies. 

2) If there are no equivalent graduate courses at the university evaluating the credit, 

these courses will be recorded, and equivalencies granted, using the following 

guidelines: 

 

a. If the academic discipline is available at the university evaluating the credit, but 

there is no discipline equivalent course, use the discipline prefix and the 

appropriate course level (500/600 for master’s programs and 700/800 for 

doctoral programs).   

b. If the academic discipline is not available at the university evaluating the credit, 

use the GEN or ELEC prefix (indicating elective credit) and the appropriate 

course level (500/600 for master’s programs and 700/800 for doctoral 

programs).   

 

C. Transfer grades not existing in the Regental grading scheme will be equated to the 

Regental grading system. 

 

D. In subsequent evaluation, all equivalencies may be re-evaluated, inactivated, or 

changed.  Additional equivalencies may be added and evaluated.  In subsequent 

evaluations, grades previously recorded cannot be changed. 

 

E. The university-specific plan of study requirements determine if the courses transferred 

are applicable to the student’s degree program at that university and if they meet the 

minimum grade criteria.   

 

7.  Transfer courses received from accredited postsecondary technical institutes. 

 

A. University discretion is permitted in acceptance of all courses; decisions on accepting 

coursework is made on a course-by-course basis.     
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A.B. An academic course is defined as a course that is equivalent to a Regental general 

education requirement at the 100 or 200 level.     

 

B.C. A technical course is defined as a non-academic course that meets the technical 

program requirements for a diploma, certificate, or Associate of Applied Science 

degree.    

 

C.D. South Dakota Technical Institutes 

 

1) Transfer of academic courses from South Dakota postsecondary technical institutes 

is governed by BOR policies 2:25, 2:26, 2:27, 2:28, and 2:31. 

 

a. Transfer grades not existing in the Regental grading scheme will be equated to 

the Regental grading system. 

b. In any subsequent evaluation, equivalencies for system common courses and 

system general education courses will not be changed.  Equivalencies for 

unique courses may be changed. 

 

2) Academic courses taken under articulation agreements in effect between July 1, 

1999 and June 30, 2005 will be transferred according to those agreements.    

 

3) Effective Fall 2005, transfer of technical course credit hours from South Dakota 

postsecondary technical institutes only occurs as part of a program to program 

articulation agreement approved by the Board of Regents and South Dakota Board 

of Education.   

 

a. The transfer of technical course credit hours occurs as a block of credit hours 

upon completion of requirements for the university articulated program. 

b. The CR grade is used for the block of technical course credit hours. 

 

ED. Other Technical Institutes 

 

1) University discretion is permitted in acceptance of all academic courses; decisions on 

accepting coursework is made on a course-by-course basis.  Academic courses 

considered for transfer are subject to all BOR policies and any conditions for 

validation that may be prescribed by the accepting institution. 

 

a. When the academic courses are accepted for transfer, equivalent courses are 

recorded on the transcript.   

b. In any subsequent evaluation, equivalencies for system common courses and 

system general education courses will not be changed.  Equivalencies for 

unique courses may be changed, re-evaluated, or inactivated.  Additional 

equivalencies may be added and evaluated.   

c. The university-specific degree requirements determine if the academic courses 

transferred are applicable to the student’s degree program at that university and 

if they meet the minimum grade criteria. 
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2)  Transfer of technical course credit hours from non South Dakota postsecondary 

technical institutes only occurs as part of a program to program articulation 

agreement approved by the Board of Regents.   

 

a. The transfer of technical course credit hours occurs as a block of credit hours 

upon completion of requirements for the university articulated program. 

b. The CR grade is used for the block of technical course credit hours. 

 

8. Undergraduate and graduate credits received from United States colleges or universities that are 

not accredited.  

 

A. University discretion is permitted in acceptance of all courses; d. ecisions on accepting 

coursework is made on a course-by-course basis. Courses considered for transfer are 

subject to all BOR policies and any conditions for validation that may be prescribed by 

the accepting institution. 

 

B. When the courses are accepted for transfer, equivalent courses are recorded on the 

transcript but the grade earned at the non-accredited institution is not recorded or 

calculated into the grade point averages using the following guidelines: 

 

1) If there are specific equivalent graduate courses at the university evaluating the credit, 

these specific courses should be used when granting equivalencies. 

 

2) If there are no equivalent graduate courses at the university evaluating the credit, 

these courses will be recorded, and equivalencies granted, using the following 

guidelines: 

 

a. If the academic discipline is available at the university evaluating the credit, but 

there is no discipline equivalent course, use the discipline prefix and the 

appropriate course level (500/600 for master’s programs and 700/800 for 

doctoral programs).   

b. If the academic discipline is not available at the university evaluating the credit, 

use the GEN or ELEC prefix (indicating elective credit) and the appropriate 

course level (500/600 for master’s programs and 700/800 for doctoral 

programs).   

 

C. In any subsequent evaluation, equivalencies for system common courses and system 

general education courses will not be changed.  Equivalencies for unique courses may 

be changed, re-evaluated, or inactivated.  Additional equivalencies may be added and 

evaluated. 

 

D. The university-specific degree requirements determine if the courses transferred are 

applicable to the student’s degree program at that university and if they meet the 

minimum grade criteria. 
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9. Courses submitted in transfer from postsecondary technical institutes that are not accredited will 

not be accepted. 

 

10. Undergraduate and Graduate Courses from Postsecondary Institutions outside the United States. 

 

A. Courses considered for transfer are subject to all BOR policies and any conditions for 

validation that may be prescribed by the accepting institution.  

 

B. When the courses are accepted for transfer, equivalent courses are recorded on the 

transcript.  Most commonly, the grade earned at the sending institution is not recorded 

or calculated into the grade point averages.  However, at the discretion of the 

institution’s chief academic officer, grades may be recorded and used to determine the 

transfer and cumulative GPA’s.  The following guidelines will be used: 

 

1) If there are specific equivalent undergraduate or graduate courses at the university 

evaluating the credit, these specific courses should be used when granting 

equivalencies. 

 

2) If there are no equivalent graduate courses at the university evaluating the credit, 

these courses will be recorded, and equivalencies granted, using the following 

guidelines: 

 

a. If the academic discipline is available at the university evaluating the credit, but 

there is no discipline equivalent course, use the discipline prefix and the 

appropriate course level (500/600 for master’s programs and 700/800 for 

doctoral programs).   

b. If the academic discipline is not available at the university evaluating the credit, 

use the GEN or ELEC prefix (indicating elective credit) and the appropriate 

course level (500/600 for master’s programs and 700/800 for doctoral 

programs).   

 

i. In any subsequent evaluation, equivalencies for system common courses 

and system general education courses will not be changed.  Equivalencies 

for unique courses may be changed, re-evaluated, or inactivated.  

Additional equivalencies may be added and evaluated.   

ii. The university-specific degree requirements determine if the courses 

transferred are applicable to the student’s degree program at that 

university and if they meet the minimum grade criteria. 

 

11. Credit Received Through Validation Methods  

 

A. Credit earned through validation methods other than nationally recognized examinations 

is limited to a maximum of 30 hours of credit for baccalaureate degrees and 15 hours of 

credit for associate degrees. 
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1) Validation of Military credit is limited to an additional 30 hours of credit for 

baccalaureate degrees and an additional 15 hours of credit for associate degrees. 

 

B. Credit for college level courses granted through nationally recognized examinations such 

as CLEP, AP, DANTES, etc., will be evaluated and accepted for transfer if equivalent to 

Regental courses and the scores are consistent with Regental policies. Such credits are 

only valid if transcripted by a university within five years of the student taking the 

examination. Regental institutions shall honor credits from nationally recognized 

examinations transcripted to meet degree requirements at a non-Regental institution. 

 

1) If credit received through validation is applied as elective credit, it may only be applied 

at the 100 or 200 level. 

2) Credit received through validation may apply to System General Education 

Requirements and Institutional Graduation Requirements. 

 

3) Credit received through validation may not apply to writing intensive requirements. 

 

C. When validation credits are accepted, equivalent courses are recorded on the transcript 

but are not calculated into the grade point averages. 

 

D. In any subsequent evaluation, equivalencies for system common courses and system 

general education courses will not be changed.  Equivalencies for unique courses may 

be changed, re-evaluated, or inactivated.  Additional equivalencies may be added and 

evaluated. 

 

E. The university-specific degree requirements determine if the validation credits 

accepted also are applicable to the student’s degree program at that university. 

 

12. When a course has been repeated for credit, all attempts will be entered on the transcript but the 

last grade earned will be used in the calculation of the grade point averages.  

 

13. Total transfer credit for work at a junior, community college (2 year), and/or two-year technical 

college may not exceed one-half of the hours required for completion of the baccalaureate degree 

at the accepting institution.  Students who have completed more than the acceptable semester 

hours of junior, community or technical college work may apply completed, transferable courses 

to specific course requirements and thereby may not be required to repeat the courses.  The 

semester hours of credit for those additional courses may not be applied toward the minimum 

credit hours required for the degree. 

 

14. System general education requirements successfully completed at the sending South Dakota 

Regental institution will be accepted towards meeting these requirements at the accepting South 

Dakota Regental institution.  In any subsequent evaluation of any transfer or non-course work, 

equivalencies for system common courses and system general education courses will not be 

changed. 
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15. Evaluations of courses will be made by the appropriate institutional officials at the time of 

admission by comparing descriptions, content, and level of courses completed with those at the 

accepting institution. 

 

16. Each institution will develop and maintain a procedure for the appeal of transfer credit decisions. 

 

17. A Regental internal transfer process occurs when an undergraduate course is used on a 

converted credit basis to meet graduate plan of study requirements at Regental universities or 

when graduate credit is used on a converted or actual credit basis to meet undergraduate degree 

requirements for a Regental accelerated program.  Refer to BOR policy 2:8.3.A and 2:8.3.B. 
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SOURCE: SDCL 13-49.1; BOR, April 1989; BOR, April 1992; BOR, June 

1997; BOR, March 1998; BOR, August 1999, BOR, March 2001; 

BOR, May 2001; BOR, January 2002; BOR, March 2002; BOR, 

June 2002; BOR, August 2002; BOR, December 2002; BOR, May 

2003; BOR, August 2003; BOR, December 2003; BOR, October 

2004; BOR, June 2005; BOR, August 2005; BOR, March 2008; 

BOR, March-April 2010; BOR, October 2010; BOR, October 2011; 

BOR,  December 2011; BOR, June 2015. 
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US Department of Education Recognized National Accrediting Organizations 

 

 

Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges  

Scope of recognition: the accreditation of postsecondary, non-degree-granting institutions and 

degree-granting institutions in the United States, including those granting associate , 

baccalaureate and master’s degrees, that are predominantly organized to educate students for 

occupational, trade and technical careers, and including institutions that offer programs via 

distance education. 

 

Accrediting Council for Continuing Education and Training  

Scope of recognition: the accreditation throughout the United States of institutions of higher 

education that offer continuing education and vocational programs that confer certificates or 

occupational associate degrees, including those programs offered via distance education.  

Title IV Note: Only those institutions classified by this agency as "vocational " may use 

accreditation by the agency to establish eligibility to participate in Title IV programs. 

 

Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools 

Scope of recognition: the accreditation of private postsecondary institutions offering certificates 

or diplomas, and postsecondary institutions offering associate, bachelor's, or master's degrees in 

programs designed to educate students for professional, technical, or occupational careers, 

including those that offer those programs via distance education. 

 

Council on Occupational Education  

Scope of recognition: the accreditation and preaccreditation ("Candidacy Status") throughout the 

United States of postsecondary occupational education institutions offering non-degree and 

applied associate degree programs in specific career and technical education fields, including 

institutions that offer programs via distance education. 

 

Distance Education Accrediting Commission  

Scope of recognition: the accreditation of postsecondary institutions in the United States that 

offer degree and/or non-degree programs primarily by the distance or correspondence education 

method up to and including the professional doctoral degree, including those institutions that are 

specifically certified by the agency as accredited for Title IV purposes. 

Title IV Note:Only accredited institutions that are certified by the agency as accredited for Title 

IV purposes may use accreditation by this agency to establish eligibility of its degree and/or non-

degree programs to participate in Title IV programs. 

 

Transnational Association of Christian Colleges and Schools, Accreditation Commission  

Scope of recognition: the accreditation and preaccreditation (“Candidate” status) of Christian 

postsecondary institutions in the United States that offer certificates, diplomas, and associate, 

baccalaureate, and graduate degrees, including institutions that offer distance education. 
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