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SUBJECT:  Awarding the BGS Degree – Multiple Degrees 
 

Last fall a concern was raised about students exercising the option to add the BGS as an 
additional degree at graduation (http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/11-
2011AAC_6.I_BGS-MultipleDeg.pdf ).  AAC discussed this and it was agreed that this was 
designed as a stand-alone degree-completion program rather than as an option for an additional 
degree.   
 

Board staff agreed to draft language for the guidelines for consideration in January 
limiting the earning the BGS as a 2nd degree.  As work on this task began, there was no clear 
strategy to accomplish this.  To move this forward, the following e-mail was circulated to frame 
this,  
 

In November, AAC agreed that the BGS should be established as a “stand alone” 
degree; i.e., this was not implemented to serve as an “automatic” second degree 
since graduates of most other programs will fulfill requirements.  I agreed to draft 
guideline/policy language that would effect this for AAC consideration. 
 
I’ve thought about this issue for the last day or two and I haven’t arrived at a 
solution that fits within the policies and guidelines of the system.  Operational, it 
may make sense to do this as a “Substantive Program Modification” for the BGS 
and state that this degree will not be conferred on any student who has earned a 
bachelor’s degree or who is having a separate degree conferred.   
 
If we were to place this in policy, the logical section would be 2:17 (Awarding of 
Degrees, Graduation Dates, and Catalog of Graduation) which states degrees are 
awarded when requirements are completed.  The BGS could be excluded.  
However, it would appear to be bolted on.  Similarly, there are no statements about 
awarding degrees in AAC’s Guidelines so, while we could add something, it’d be 
an appendix before its true function was known. 

 
A few responses have been received and it does seem that a program modification may 

be the most logical approach.  However, before this step is taken this topic should be revisited. 
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