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SUBJECT:  Academic Status of International Students 
 
There have been a series of reports in the past few weeks detailing incidents of lack of academic 
integrity as colleges and universities enroll and award academic credit/degrees to international 
students.  While there appear to be any number of examples of lapses of this type, this flurry was 
initiated by the release of an audit at Dickinson State University which reported several hundred 
international students were awarded degrees without having completed all of the requirements.  
This audit also reported a set of other issues relating to admissions and enrollment decisions.  
These findings, coupled with the activities about enrollment misreporting that surfaced last fall, 
highlight what can happen when enrollment becomes the primary driver of an administration.   
 
This serves as a reminder that campuses do need to continuously monitor all academic processes 
from admission to graduation.  To reinforce this, Board staff did ask each campus to provide an 
overview of the administrative structure in place that supports and monitors the enrollment of 
international students.   This request was framed as follows, 
 

“In preparation for our AAC meeting could you have somebody prepare a 
brief (1-2 pages) summary of the controls you have in place as you work with 
international students.  At a minimum, this should include what you do to 
determine language proficiency and the standards you’ve set before students 
can participate in university classes?  If you’re granting degrees to 
international students based on coursework they completed at their home 
institution, please pass along the strategies in place to determine transfer 
“equivalencies”.  Finally, please spell out the steps taken to ensure that all 
graduation requirements are met before degrees are awarded.  If you have 
established some internal forms/documents you use, feel free to pass these 
along.  As I note, we don’t need this in great detail but we do need to know 
that these fundamental expectations are being met.” 

 
Campuses should be prepared to discuss their findings and, if needed, to suggest changes to 
AAC guidelines or Board policies. 
 


