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SUBJECT:  Registering as a Special Student 
 

During the September AAC meeting, USD raised concerns that non-degree seeking 
students had the ability to advance to the point of graduation without being flagged to sit for the 
CAAP examination (http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/09-10AAC_6.J_spec-
stud-limitations.pdf).  As this item was discussed, it was decided that a review would be conducted 
to determine the extent of this problem within the system before AAC action would be taken.  
All undergraduate non-degree seeking students were evaluated using data from the Fall 2010 
extract.  Those who had just recently entered the system or with an intent to complete only one 
or two courses were excluded by comparing data against the two previous academic terms (Fall 
2009 and Spring 2010).  Those students who attended one of these two terms and were enrolled 
in Fall 2010, were included in the analysis.  Furthermore, the total number of credit hours 
completed by each of these students was calculated and students were then classified into either 
having fewer or more than 48 credit hours (the general threshold for targeting students for CAAP 
testing in the system).  Overall, a total of 238 students were enrolled in the system this past fall, 
having been enrolled for multiple terms and completed enough credit hours to be flagged for the 
CAAP examination.  The average number of completed credits earned by these students was 82, 
and more than seventy of these students had 100 or more credit hours completed.  AAC 
representatives are asked to consider these data and discuss the value of adding a section to the 
CAAP guidelines that would either seek to target these students for CAAP testing, or establish an 
advising hold that would require campus personnel to discuss the degree seeking intentions of 
these students.     
 

Table 1 
Number of Non-Degree Seeking Students in the Regental System with Continuous Enrollment that have 

Completed more than 48 Credit Hours 
 Previous  BHSU DSU NSU SDSMT SDSU USD System 
Above CAAP No 22 20 41 6 51 53 193 
 Yes 52 24 21 7 75 59 238 
 Total 74 44 62 13 126 112 431 
         
Below CAAP No 176 101 441 34 285 337 1374 
 Yes 112 77 95 22 212 250 768 
 Total 288 178 536 56 497 587 2,142 
         

 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Discussion & Recommendation. 
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