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****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Credit Hours Required by Program 
 

As discussed at the November meeting, AAC has been asked to review the number of 
hours required in each undergraduate program offered (see Agenda Item 6K, November 2010 
http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/11-10AAC_6.K_crHrs-req_prog.pdf)   
 

The universities submitted tables summarizing the credit hours required for each program 
offered to include specializations as well as associate degree programs.  These were reviewed at 
the January AAC meeting (http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/01-
11AAC_6.I_CredHrsRequired.pdf).   Board staff reviewed these and the campuses were asked to 
respond to some issues identified.  This request is attached. 
 

Campuses responded to this request and the revised submissions are included.  Members 
of the Council should review these to make sure these can be forwarded to COPS and the 
Executive Director. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Discussion. 
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From: Gingerich, Sam  
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 12:45 PM 
To: Pearce, Kristi; Wittmayer, Cecelia; Hawley, Tom; Hrncir, Duane C.; Nichols, Laurie; Helling, Mary; 
Staben, Chuck A; Rognstad, Lynn 
Cc: Gabriel, Jodi; Turman, Paul 
Subject: RE: Credit Hours by program 
Members of AAC, 
During last week’s meeting we discussed the reports each campus submitted summarizing the 
credit hours required to complete each program offered.  I did pass along my thanks to you and 
your staff for completing these in a timely fashion.  I also noted that I did see a few points that 
would need to be clarified before this report is passed along to COPS and the Board in March.  
While we did talk through these points briefly, I promised to outline these.  Here are my 
requests. 

1.  SGR and IGR requirements.  By policy, the system graduation requirements are 30 
hours for all programs leading to any of the baccalaureate degrees or the AA degree.  
There are sets that are different than this.  These either need to be changed to 30 hours or 
footnoted so the difference is explained.  In a similar light, the IGR’s for an institution 
should be the same or these too needed to be footnoted.   
By policy, the SGR’s for the AS degree 18 (or 21) hours.  If there is a difference, this 
should be explained.  There are no IGR requirements for the AS degree. 
2.  Specializations.   It was agreed that this report would work at the level of 
specializations since the Board does approve the requirements for every one offered.  I 
note that most of the reports submitted do include specializations but I did find examples 
of active specializations in the RIS academic program report (http://apps.sdbor.edu/RIS-
reporting/AcademicProgramReports.htm) that were not included.  While I’m not going to 
audit the report at this level, I am asking you to go through to review these to make sure 
all specializations offered that are tied to a baccalaureate major are listed. 
3.  Justifications for programs exceeding 128 hours.  A few sets of programs stated that 
more than 128 hours were required because of accreditation.  If a program is making this 
argument, more detail will be required.  It is recognized that general education 
requirements and other institutional requirements do play a role in the total hours 
required.  If there are variances and this allows other programs to require fewer hours 
than shown here in SD, these should be specified.  As I noted, there are two sets of 
programs that will require attention: Engineering and education (to include music 
education).   

• The effort underway at Mines and SDSU to reduce the credit hours required in 
engineering is commendable.  Recognizing that there are accredited engineering 
programs that require 120‐124 hours needs to be addressed.   

• Similarly, there are NASM accredited music education programs that require 128 hours 
or fewer, including those at the state universities in Minnesota as well as at CU‐Boulder.  
Those responsible for administering these programs may want to develop a system‐
wide response.   

• There are a few other education programs offered that require more than 128 hours.  
Most of these are offered by other institutions in the system under this credit hour 
limit.  Further, it appears that these exceed 128 hours because of some local decision to 
increase the requirements.  These too will need significant additional justification.   
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Rather than responding specifically to the submission from each institution, I elected to provide 
this more general overview.  If you or your staff have specific questions about programs offered 
at your institution, feel free to follow up. 
As I noted, I’d like to review these at our February 24 meeting before this is passed along to 
COPS.  Since mail out for this meeting is February 17, I would like edits submitted by February 
14.  Thanks. 
Sam 
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