
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 4.B.2 
 

DATE: February 24, 2011 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  New Certificate - NSU, Certificate in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages) 
 
 Northern State University has submitted a proposal for a new Certificate in TESOL 
(Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages).  (attached)  This proposal is also posted on 
the NSU website at:  http://www.northern.edu/Academics/Proposals/Pages/default.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Approval.  Move forward to the COPS and BOR meetings. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 
Certificate Request 

 
This form is to be used to request approval for a new certificate program that includes currently 
offered courses.  A certificate program is not a major or minor.  Refer to BOR policy 2:23 
Certificate Programs.  
 

Northern 
State 
University  

Languages, 
Literature and 
Speech 
Communication    2/14/2011 

Institution  Division/Department  Institutional Approval Signature  Date 
 
 
1. Name of Program: Certificate in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other 

Languages) 
 
2. Provide a justification for the program.  
 
The increasing internationalization of South Dakota means that schools at all levels from 
kindergarten through graduate are experiencing increased enrollment among non-native speakers 
of English. Likewise, adult non-native speakers who need English language assistance are also 
growing in number. Increasing numbers of international students are enrolling at Northern State 
University who seek to return to their home countries not only with increased mastery of 
English, but also with a credential that will help them offer English instruction in their home 
countries. As a result, there is increased demand for individuals with expertise in delivering 
English instruction to non-native speakers in many settings around the State and across the 
globe. 
 
The proposed TESOL Certificate program is designed to help meet this need, by offering a 
compact academic program that can be completed over at most a two-year period. This can occur 
within the context of our current English major programs or as a separate certificate program that 
would be especially attractive to international students. 
 
3. Who is the audience for the program? 
 
Undergraduate students who, in addition to their chosen majors, seek a credential that will allow 
them to be active in the area of TESL or TEFL instruction in the private or community sector or 
in international settings. 
 
4. List the courses to be completed, the credit hours of each course, and the total number 

of  
credit hours required for the program. 

 
Prefix & # Title Credit Hrs
LING 403 Introduction to Linguistics 3 
LING 425 Modern Grammar 3 
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LING 435 Second Language Development 3 
LING 436 Methods of Teaching English as a Second Language 3 
 Total Credit Hours Required 12 

5. Proposed CIP code ____131401__________________ 
 
 

6.  Effective Date of Certificate Program ___Fall 2011___________________ 
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