
 
Table 1: Enrollment Growth Using Location Codes 

Institution Fall 
2009 

Fall 
2010 # Increase % Increase % of Increase 

     Black Hills State University 2,685 2,748 63 2.3% 2.1% 
     Dakota State University 1,266 1,365 99 7.8% 3.3% 
     Northern State University 1,947 2,065 118 6.1% 3.9% 
     SD School of Mines & Tech. 3,031 3,184 153 5.0% 5.0% 
     SD State University 9,897 10,245 348 3.5% 11.5% 
     U. of South Dakota 6,112 6,306 194 3.2% 6.4% 
     University Center 2,527 2,574 47 1.9% 1.5% 
     Capital University Center 241 224 -17 -7.1% -0.6% 
     West River Center 1,014 934 -80 -7.9% -2.6% 
     Distance Education 7,115 9,226 2,111 29.7% 69.5% 

System 35,835 38,871 3,036 8.5% 100.0% 
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SUBJECT:  Distant Student Services 
 
 A significant percentage of the enrollment growth during the Fall 2010 semester occurred 
in the area of distance education and internet based delivery.  For instance, the total number of 
students served in the system at locations classified as distance deliver (i.e. Correspondence, 
Internet, etc.) increased to 9,226 enrollments, up 30% from the total number reported for Fall 
2009 (7,115 enrollments).  When examining the total growth in the system, 70% of the 
enrollment growth increased in the area of distance delivered coursework when compared to the 
other delivery site locations (see Table 1).  This level of growth in distance education in the 
Regental system over the past few years suggests that a growing number of students will 
continue to take advantage of the flexibility and convenience offered through internet based 
courses.  As the system drives toward the creation of a broader array of course delivery types 
(further expanding to integrate the possibility for hybrid courses by defining/coding this delivery 
method) there is an increased likelihood that growth in this area will continue to expand.  As a 
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result, conversations are warranted to evaluate the emphasis that we continue to place on 
ensuring that important student support services are in place for those students who may be 
working toward degree completion while only occasionally stepping on one of our main or off-
campus locations.  AAC representatives are asked to review the range of student services that 
may be unavailable to those students who primarily enroll in internet based coursework with a 
goal of engaging additional expansion of such services where appropriate.   
 
 To better frame system discussion surround this issue, additional analysis was performed 
to evaluate the extent that students who enroll in internet based coursework in a given term were 
likely to continue taking such courses.  During the Fall 2009 term, a total of 33,779 enrollments 
were reported for the Regental system.  This included a total of 30,449 unduplicated students 
served at one of the six main campuses.  Of this unduplicated total, 6,125 students had enrolled 
in at least one internet course.  Data from this student population was then compared against the 
Fall 2010 census extract which included 7,735 unduplicated students in this cohort to determine 
the total number that had again enrolled in internet based courses.  The largest number of these 
students (47% or 2,866) were not enrolled in the system due to graduation or withdrawal.  
Thirty-four percent of this group re-enrolled in internet based courses, while the remaining 19% 
did not take courses that used this delivery method. 
 
 2,866 (47%) – Not Enrolled in System 
 2,081 (34%) – Enrolled in Internet Delivered Courses 
 1,178 (19%) – Did not Re-Enroll in Internet Courses 
 
 The specific data on those students who did return to the Regental system and re-enroll in 
coursework were further evaluated to note differences that might exist across each of the six 
home institutions.  Dakota State University and NSU both had the highest percentage of their 
students who took internet courses in 2009 re-enroll in similar types of courses in 2010.  The 
smallest percentage of re-enrollments occurred for SDSMT with only 35%, but these types of 
courses represent a rather small portion of the courses available in the programs at SDSMT.   
 

Table 2 
Re-Enrollment in Internet Based Courses By Institutions for Fall 2010 

Institution Enrolled in Internet No Internet Courses Total 
Black Hills State University 255 (67%) 126 (33%) 381 
Dakota State University 354 (73%) 132 (27%) 486 
Northern State University 101 (73%)   37 (27%) 138 
SD School of Mines & Tech.     7 (35%)   13 (65%)   20 
South Dakota State U.  812 (58%) 578 (42%)            1,390 
University of South Dakota 552 (65%) 292 (35%)  844 

System      2,081 (64%)      1,178 (36%)            3,259 
    
 
  

To further evaluate the impact that a student’s class status (i.e., degree seeking, freshmen, 
graduate students, etc.) might have on internet course re-enrollment, the data were sorted 
according to seven class status classifications.  Non-degree seeking and graduate students (71% 
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and 72%) were the most likely to re-enroll in internet delivered courses, with roughly only half 
of the seniors (53%) doing so (see Table 3)   
 

Table 3 
Re-Enrollment in Internet Based Courses By Student Class Status for Fall 2010 

Student Class Status Enrolled in Internet No Internet Courses Total 
Non-Degree Seeking 476 (71%) 196 (29%) 672 
Freshmen 258 (57%) 194 (43%) 452 
Sophomore 298 (59%) 204 (41%) 502 
Junior 364 (64%) 207 (36%) 571 
Senior 214 (53%) 193 (47%) 193 
Graduate Student 471 (72%) 184 (28%) 655 

System      2,081 (64%)      1,178 (36%) 3,259 
    
 
 Lastly, the course delivery codes were used to evaluate the prime delivery location for the 
3,259 students in this pool of students who had enrolled in internet delivered courses in 2009, 
and then returned to the system in 2010.  Rather than focus on home institutions (one of the six 
main campus locations granting degrees in the system) delivery codes aligned with the various 
campus centers were also included.  For example, a student with a home location for SDSU 
(indicating he/she is seeking a degree from that university) may primarily take courses delivered 
at an off-site location or via the internet.  For reporting purposes here in Table 4, those students 
that completed coursework on the SDSU main campus were assigned an SDSU classification.  
Those that had completed coursework via the internet and through the University Center in Sioux 
Falls received a University Center classification.  Using this methodology, the same 10 delivery 
locations depicted in Table 1 emerged.  Data in table 4 show that the largest percentage of re-
enrolled internet students were those that had been enrolled primarily in distance/internet 
delivered courses the year before.  Northern State University and DSU had the highest 
percentages for main campus students (65% and 61% respectively).   
 

Table 4 
Re-Enrollment in Internet Based Courses By Student Class Status for Fall 2010 

Student Class Status Enrolled in Internet No Internet Courses Total 
     Black Hills State University   63 (51%)   60 (49%) 123 
     Dakota State University 117 (61%)   74 (39%) 191 
     Northern State University   35 (65%)   19 (35%) 54 
     SD School of Mines & Tech.   19 (56%)   15 (44%) 34 
     SD State University 413 (48%) 450 (52%) 863  
     U. of South Dakota   72 (39%) 113 (61%) 185 
     University Center 130 (68%)   65 (33%) 195 
     Capital University Center   10 (80%)     3 (23%) 13 
     West River Center   43 (51%)   41 (49%) 84 
     Distance/Internet      1,179 (78%) 338 (22%) 1,517 

System      2,081 (64%)      1,178 (36%) 3,259 
    
 


	SUBJECT:  Distant Student Services

