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SUBJECT:  Graduation Requirements 
 

USD staff asked if Board policy governing graduation requirements explicitly included 
reference to grade point average (GPA).  After a review, it was noted that there really are no 
statements about this in policy or in guidelines.  However, campus catalogs do spell out 
expectations that at minimum a student must have a cumulative GPA of 2.0 for all work 
completed to graduate.  It was suggested that a statement should be added to policy. 
 

Board Policy 2:10, Grades and Use of Grade Point Averages outlines the system’s 
grading scheme and the uses of grades, including summative decisions such as academic 
standing and academic honors.  It is recommended that this policy is probably the best place to 
add a section spelling out graduation requirements.  The following draft statement is provided to 
start the discussion: 

 
5.  Minimum Graduation Standards 

To be awarded a baccalaureate degree, an associate degree or a certificate a student must 
at a minimum have a cumulative GPA and an institutional GPA of 2.0 or higher.  In 
addition, the student must have at a minimum a GPA of 2.0 or higher in those courses 
designated as requirements of any majors and minors.  With Board approval, higher 
requirements may be in place for some programmatic offerings and these must be met. 
 
There are a set of issues that need to be considered as this proposal is discussed and 

edited including the following: 
• Do we want to include cumulative and institutional GPA’s? 
• Do we want to establish a requirement for majors/minors?  If so, should this be at the 

course level (a grade of C or higher required in all courses) or at the cumulative level (a 
GPA of 2 or higher in all required courses)? 
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RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Discussion and Refer to Campuses for Review. 
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