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DATE: January 20, 2011 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Intent to Plan – SDSU, BA & BS in American Indian Studies 
 

South Dakota State University requests Board approval of an intent to plan for a 
B.A./B.S. in American Indian Studies.  The University has offered a minor in American Indian 
Studies since 1978.  SDSU has offered courses with American Indian components in several 
disciplines.  The University expects American Indian Studies to be an attractive second major for 
students in several fields.  The intent to plan provides information about the careers of American 
Indian Studies graduates from other universities. 

 
BHSU and USD also have American Indian Studies majors.  The SDSU intent to plan 

demonstrates that states with large American Indian populations have more than one public 
college or university with the major.  The intent to plan notes that SDSU has discussed the 
proposed new program with BHSU and USD and that both universities support the development 
of an SDSU major. 

 
SDSU does not intend to ask the Board to request new State resources or to approve new 

or increased student fees. The University intends to deliver the program with existing resources. 
The program would take advantage of existing courses.  Additional sections would not be 
needed.  The University is seeking private funds to support the American Indian Studies program 
and related activities.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Provide Dr. Gough with any comments and concerns. 



South Dakota Board of Regents 
Intent to Plan for a New Baccalaureate Major 

 
UNIVERSITY: South Dakota State University 
DEGREE(S) AND TITLE OF PROGRAM: Bachelor of Arts/Science in  

American Indian Studies 
INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: Fall 2011 
 

University Approval 
To the Board and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this intent to plan, that I 
believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university 
policy. 

   
President of the University  Date 

 
After approval by the President, a signed copy of the proposal should be transmitted to the Executive 
Director.  Only after Executive Director review should the proposal be posted on the university web site 
and the Board staff and the other universities notified of the URL. 
 
1.  What is the general nature of the proposed program? What is the expected demand for 
graduates in South Dakota? What is the need for the proposed program? 
 
South Dakota State University requests authorization to develop a proposal for a baccalaureate 
(B.A. or B.S.) major in American Indian Studies. The inter-disciplinary major would prepare 
students to engage with and consider the historically significant, rapidly growing American 
Indian/indigenous populations of South Dakota and the world. The proposed major would 
prepare students to enter careers as policy analysts, researchers, educators, public relations staff, 
community liaisons, tribal leaders, Bureau of Indian Affairs line officers and others. The 
program will contribute to workforce and economic development by preparing graduates for a 
variety of careers. SDSU does not intend to request new State resources. The program would be 
developed and implemented with existing resources.  
 
The title “American Indian Studies” was coined in the early 1970s as an extension of the civil 
rights movement carried over from the 1960s; its initial purpose as an academic discipline was to 
serve American Indian communities. American Indian Studies has grown to serve not only 
American Indian communities, but the world. In the last fifteen years, programs in indigenous 
studies have begun to broaden the field, to provide for a more inclusive international approach to 
the indigenous experience. SDSU, like the University of North Dakota, has chosen to retain the 
title American Indian Studies because it is a better fit with the goals of the University. Given the 
inter-disciplinary nature of the proposed program, students will have opportunities to integrate 
international, as well as local, state, regional and national indigenous experiences via courses and 
service learning.  
 
South Dakota State University has a long history of offering primary American Indian Studies 
(AIS minor) curricula and cross-listed educational courses with American Indian components.   



The proposed AIS major will continue to cross-list courses with these programs and collaborate 
to develop new courses with other programs around campus. 
 
Workforce Demand for Graduates 
 
Employment opportunities for AIS majors cross a vast network of employment fields within 
tribal nations, state, local governments, as well as national offices.  Examples of the positions 
that AIS majors hold are policy analysts, journalists, housing directors, economic development 
officers, National Parks personnel, forestry managers, tribal/state/local/national government 
officials, and educators, to name a few.1  
 
The University of Wyoming’s planning document for the AIS program states:  
 

“As Indian Nations continue to expand in their economic and employment potential, those who 
work for and with these nations must possess a depth of understanding of the historical, cultural, 
and legal issues relevant to Indian Nations and peoples.” The interdisciplinary nature and 
breadth of AIS prepares individuals for a wide array of career options and graduate study. “The 
primary employers of graduates with AIS degrees are governments (federal, state, and tribal), 
schools, native organizations, tribal casinos, private consulting companies, as well as public 
relations and law firms.” There are continuously growing opportunities in Indian Country for 
employment in the fields of energy resources, environmental studies, and land management as 
well. 

 
The University of Wyoming’s AIS graduates follow numerous career paths.  A student who 
graduates with an AIS degree at the University of Wyoming combined with another major 
(Business, Criminal Justice, Education, Energy Resources, Environmental Sciences, 
International Studies, Health Science, and Social Work are but a few possible double majors) 
will be especially attractive to potential employers as such graduates are better prepared to 
navigate the dynamic nature of working in Indian Country.  The Federal Government also 
provides many opportunities for employment.  The Indian Health Services, Bureau of Indian 
Education, Bureau of Indian Affairs, and numerous other federal agencies seek qualified 
applicants who can work successfully in conjunction with tribal governments. In addition, a 
degree in AIS prepares graduates for graduate study in fields such as anthropology, education, 
literature, cultural studies, history, and law. 2  
 
Graduates with AIS majors in the last year (2009-2010) at Black Hills State University have 
obtained jobs in the research and archives area of the National Museum of the American Indian, 
while others have found employment in education. Two recent graduates have gone on to 
graduate programs. The top career field for graduates with an AIS major was human resources, 
which is a field that continually hires joint AIS and sociology/psychology majors from BHSU.3  
 

                                                 
1   Champagne, Duane, Is American Indian Studies For Real? Wicazo Sa Review, Volume 23, Number 2, Fall 2008, pp. 77-90. 
2  A Proposal for the University of Wyoming American Indian Studies Major, October 2009. 
3  Personal communication, AIS Director Black Hills State University, 11/9/10 



Graduates of the University of Minnesota AIS program have pursued careers as community 
organizer, school counselor, executive director of the Minnesota American Indian Chamber of 
Commerce, librarian, diversity coordinator, curator, teacher, and health educator, to name a few.4 
 
At the University of North Dakota undergraduates with a major in AIS in the last year have 
found employment as journalists at local newspapers, community educators, and community 
agriculture production workers. Numerous graduates over the years have gone on to law school 
or graduate programs in history and sociology. The American Indian Studies Program takes 
particular pride in preparing its students for graduate school.  Students who have graduated from 
UND with an AIS major have run for and been selected for community leadership positions as 
District Tribal Council members.5 
 
It is typical for states that have significant American Indian populations to allow their state 
colleges the opportunity to develop separate AIS majors and AIS curriculum due to the breadth 
of AIS and all it can encompass. Students need access to, as well as opportunities to learn 
about, and communicate with, the states and North America’s original peoples.6   SDSU's AIS 
major will differ from USD’s and BHSU’s major in the number and foci of classes offered and 
the priorities of the program; for example, service learning will be a significant part of the 
opportunities in AIS at SDSU. 
 
Student Demand for the Program 
 
In the last two years, the current AIS coordinator has given an exit survey to each student who 
has declared a minor in AIS; of those students, each has strongly indicated that she/he would 
have double majored or majored in AIS if the option for a major had been available.  Most of the 
AIS minor’s short comings, as reported by the students, relate to the limited number of classes 
and service opportunities. 
 
Over the last five years, the Native American Student Advisor at SDSU has recruited throughout 
South Dakota, concentrating heavily on the Lakota Nations High School Invitational (LNI).   
The tournament is held annually in Rapid City, in mid-December.  The recruiter reported that 
numerous students, both traditional-aged and non-traditional, have asked about AIS as a major at 
SDSU. Once the prospects learn AIS is a minor and not a major, their interest level in SDSU 
subsides. This tournament is the single largest event that brings American Indian people together 
from South Dakota and nearly every surrounding state, and it provides a recruiting environment 
that is difficult to duplicate. 
 
Each program at other regional institutions affirms that their programs continue to grow, with 
both double majors and single majors in AIS.  These programs have also indicated that there is a 
continued increase in enrollment in the majority of AIS classes.   
 

                                                 
4  http://www.clacareer.umn.edu/wcidwami/amindianstudies.html 

5  Personal communication, Faculty AIS, University of North Dakota, 12/1/10 

6  Personal communication, Chair AIS, University of South Dakota, 10/4/10.    

http://www.clacareer.umn.edu/wcidwami/amindianstudies.html


 
2. What is the relationship of the proposed program to the University’s mission as provided 
in South Dakota statute and Board of Regents Policy? 
 
The statutory mission is provided in SDCL 13-58-1: 
 

Designated as South Dakota's Land-Grant University, South Dakota State University, formerly 
the State College of Agriculture and Mechanical Arts, located at Brookings, in Brookings County, 
shall be under the control of the Board of Regents and shall provide undergraduate and graduate 
programs of instruction in the liberal arts and sciences and professional education in agriculture, 
education, engineering, home economics, nursing and pharmacy, and other courses or programs 
as the Board of Regents may determine. 

 
Board Policy 1:10: South Dakota State University Mission Statement provides: 
 

The legislature established South Dakota State University as the Comprehensive Land Grant 
University to meet the needs of the State and region by providing undergraduate and graduate 
programs of instruction in the liberal arts and sciences and professional education in agriculture, 
education, engineering, family and consumer sciences, nursing, pharmacy, and other courses or 
programs as the Board of Regents may determine. (SDCL 13-58-1)  
 
The Board implemented SDCL 13-58-1 by authorizing South Dakota State University to serve 
students and clients through teaching, research, and extension activities. The University’s 
primary goal is to provide undergraduate and graduate programs at the freshman through the 
doctoral levels. The university complements this goal by conducting nationally competitive 
strategic research and scholarly and creative activities. Furthermore, South Dakota State 
University facilitates the transference of knowledge through the Cooperative Extension Service 
with a presence in every county and through other entities, especially to serve the citizens of 
South Dakota. 

 
The University has offered a minor in American Indian Studies (originally called Indian Area 
Studies) since 1978. In 2009-2010, 11 SDSU graduates completed a minor in AIS.  The 
graduates of SDSU with a minor in AIS in the last five years (2005-2010) are from diverse 
ethnic and cultural backgrounds throughout South Dakota, as well as majors.  AIS will be an 
attractive second major for students in Education, English, History, Political Science, 
Psychology, Sociology, Economics, and Agriculture-related disciplines. The majority of the 
students who have declared a minor in AIS have expressed an interest to extend their studies into 
a major or double major. 
 
South Dakota State University has a long history of offering courses with American Indian 
components in History, Political Science, English, Sociology, Global Studies, Community 
Development, Range Land Management, Geography, Philosophy, Religion, and Agriculture. 
 



University Priority 
 
The proposed major is part of the University’s strategic plan: 
 

“…assuring access to higher education; improving excellence in student learning; supporting 
interdisciplinary scholarship; encouraging the arts and humanities; increasing student 
participation in service-learning, building a welcoming, inclusive, and engaged campus, 
increasing collaborative activities.”7 
 

American Indian Studies has been targeted as a university priority for academic development in 
fiscal years 2010 to 2011. 
 
The Higher Learning Commission (HLC) of the North Central Association of Colleges and 
Universities reaccreditation report recommended that 
 

“SDSU should expand its offerings in the American Indian Studies department.”  
 
The reasoning HLC gave for the recommendation 
 

“… SDSU pursue this endeavor to respond to the unique needs of the highest population 
of minorities in the state of South Dakota, to celebrate and appreciate the rich 
contributions of Native cultures, and to address the low enrollment of American Indians 
at SDSU.”8 

 
3.  Are there any related programs in the regental system? If there are related programs, 
why should the proposed program be added?  
 
University of South Dakota – Major in American Indian Studies 
Black Hills State University – Major in American Indian Studies 
Northern State University – Minor in American Indian Studies 
 
Recently, the Rural Life/Census Data Center reported that nearly two in every five people under 
the age of ten in South Dakota are American Indian.9 With such a significant population of 
American Indians in the State, the demand to understand the shared experiences, as well as the 
physical, social, economic, political, and environmental spaces American Indians occupy is 
immense.  As SDSU evolves in the services and education opportunities we provide the areas 
that AIS engages are necessary to suit SDSU’s growth.   
 

                                                 
7  The South Dakota State University Strategic Plan is available online at: http://www.sdstate.edu/about/president/strategic/index.cfm. 
8  The Higher Learning Commission Report is available online at: http://www.sdstate.edu/accreditation/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&PageID=721225. The quoted 

material is on page 35.   
9  U.S. Census Bureau, available online at: http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=y&-context=dt&-

ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012A&-
mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012C&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012G&-CONTEXT=dt&-
tree_id=4001&-all_geo_types=N&-geo_id=04000US46&-search_results=01000US&-format=&-_lang=en 

 

http://www.sdstate.edu/accreditation/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&PageID=721225
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=y&-context=dt&-ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012A&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012C&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012G&-CONTEXT=dt&-tree_id=4001&-all_geo_types=N&-geo_id=04000US46&-search_results=01000US&-format=&-_lang=en
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=y&-context=dt&-ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012A&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012C&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012G&-CONTEXT=dt&-tree_id=4001&-all_geo_types=N&-geo_id=04000US46&-search_results=01000US&-format=&-_lang=en
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=y&-context=dt&-ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012A&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012C&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012G&-CONTEXT=dt&-tree_id=4001&-all_geo_types=N&-geo_id=04000US46&-search_results=01000US&-format=&-_lang=en
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_bm=y&-context=dt&-ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012A&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012C&-mt_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_P012G&-CONTEXT=dt&-tree_id=4001&-all_geo_types=N&-geo_id=04000US46&-search_results=01000US&-format=&-_lang=en


The University has discussed the proposed major with Black Hills State University and the 
University of South Dakota. Both universities support the development of the SDSU major. Of 
the regental schools, SDSU has the largest American Indian population at 334. 
 
The proposed major should be added to provide South Dakota State University students with an 
opportunity to complete the major on their own campus. The program would be designed to take 
advantage of existing courses and is likely to include courses not available at the other 
universities. 
 
4.  Are there related programs at public colleges and universities in Minnesota, North 
Dakota, Montana, and Wyoming? If there are related programs in these states list below 
under each state and explain why the proposed program is needed in South Dakota.  
 
States with significant American Indian populations often have multiple public college and 
university AIS majors within the state. The table lists public college and university programs in 
selected states. This is not an exhaustive list and it does not include graduate programs. 
 

State University Program 
Arizona Arizona State University 

Northern Arizona University 
American Indian Studies 
Applied Indigenous Studies 

California University of California at Davis 
University of California at Berkley 
University of California at Riverside 

Dept. of Native American Studies 
Native American Studies 
Native American Studies 

Minnesota University of Minnesota 
Bemidji State University  
University of Minnesota Duluth 

American Indian Studies 
Indian Studies 
American Indian Studies 

Nebraska University of Nebraska Lincoln 
University of Nebraska at Omaha  

Native American Studies 
Native American Studies 

North Dakota University of North Dakota 
Minot State 

Indian Studies 
Native American Studies 

North Carolina University of North Carolina- Chapel Hill 
University of North Carolina Pembroke 

American Indian Studies 
American Indian Studies 

Montana University of Montana Native American Studies 
Oklahoma Northeastern State University 

University of Oklahoma 
University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma 

American Indian Studies 
Native American Studies 
American Indian Studies 

Wisconsin University of Wisconsin Eau Clare 
University of Wisconsin Green Bay 

American Indian Studies 
First Nations Studies 

Wyoming University of Wyoming American Indian Studies 
Washington University of Washington 

The Evergreen State College 
Western Washington 

American Indian Studies 
Northwest Indian App. Research 
American Cultural Studies 

        



5.  Are students expected to be new to the university or redirected from other programs? 
How many majors are expected in the first years of the program? How many graduates are 
expected? 
 
Most students are expected to be new to the University. The University expects 10-15 majors the 
first year with as many graduates in four years.  AIS may be an attractive second major for 
students in Education, English, History, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, Economics 
and Agriculture-related fields.   Students now pursuing the AIS minor may decide to extend their 
studies into a major in the discipline.  
 
6.  Does the university intend to seek authorization to deliver this entire program at any 
off-campus locations?  Does the university intend to seek authorization to deliver this entire 
program by distance technology?  
 

Off-campus No 
Distance delivery No 

 

7.  What are the University’s plans for obtaining the resources needed to implement the 
program? Indicate “yes” or “no” in the columns below. 
 

 Development/Start-up Long-term Operation 
Reallocate existing resources Yes Yes 
Apply for external resources No Yes 
Ask Board to seek new State resources No No 
Ask Board to approve new or 
increased student fee 

No No 

 
An AIS major is a priority of the University and the program can be delivered with existing 
resources. Existing programs will not be negatively impacted. Additional sections of current 
courses will not be needed.  
 
In addition, the University is seeking private funds to support the American Indian Studies 
program and related activities. 
 
8.  Curriculum Example: Provide (as Appendix A) the curriculum of a similar program at 
another college or university. The Appendix should provide the required and elective courses in 
the program. Catalog pages or web materials may be used. Identify the college or university 
and explain why the program may be used as one model when the proposed program is 
developed. 
 
The University of Wyoming’s American Indian Studies curriculum is provided in Appendix A. 
 
The program at the University of Wyoming (UW) is very similar to the program SDSU is 
developing. Similar to UW, the new program will be interdisciplinary; the major will include 
several existing cross-listed courses from departments around campus, an introductory course 



and a capstone course. SDSU will be truly unique amongst all the AIS programs in the nation 
due to ongoing service learning projects. 
 
9.  Additional Information. Additional information is optional. Use this space to provide 
information not requested above. This item may be deleted if it is not used. 
 
SDSU faculty and staff have consulted with experts at professional meetings and onsite visits 
and are prepared to provide leadership that will help this program succeed.  Selected faculty and 
staff will organize themselves into the American Indian Studies Leadership Council.  SDSU is 
currently engaged in campus wide-change that can be seen in the newly created American Indian 
Education and Culture Center that houses the Native American Student Services Office, 
American Indian Studies, the SDSU and Flandreau Indian School Success Academy, graduate 
students, a Diversity Associate assigned to assist development and maintenance of American 
Indian initiatives on campus, and American Indian Student Leadership.  SDSU is moving in a 
positive direction under the leadership of many people. A major in AIS is an important 
component of this positive growth. Faculty members will continually consult with colleagues at 
other universities and will examine other AIS majors to ensure to continued evolution of the 
program. 
 



Appendix A 
University of Wyoming Curriculum 

http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/aist/info.asp?p=19433 
 

Foundation Classes 9 hours required 
AIST 1001 Foundations in American Indian Studies 
AIST 1350 American Indians in Contemporary Society 
AIST 2210 North American Indians 
AIST 2290 History of North American Indians 

  
Required Core 15 hours required, one class from each of 5 subject areas 
Tribal Governance  

AIST 3300 American Indian Law 
AIST 4100 Tribal Governments 

Literature 
AIST 2340 Native American Literature and Culture 
AIST 2345 American Indians in Hollywood Film 
AIST 3100 Tribal Literatures of the Great Plains 
AIST 4460 American Indian Literature 

History  
AIST 3000 Plains History and Culture 
AIST 4000 Indians of Wyoming 
AIST 4466 American Indian Ethno-history 

Environment & Resource Management  
AIST 3200 Indigenous Peoples and their Environments 
AIST 4340 Natural Resource Mgt on Western Reservations 

Ways of Knowing  
AIST 3400 Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
AIST 4110 Foundations in American Indian Education 
AIST 4200 Indigenous Communities Abroad: International Travel 
AIST 4740 Native American Languages and Cultures 

 
Capstone Internship 4 hours required 

AIST 4020 Internship active participation in and service to an Indigenous community in the 
U.S. or elsewhere 

 
Language Classes 8 hours required (Count for the College of A&S language requirement) 

AIST 1010 and AIST 1020:  First and second semester Northern Arapaho or first and second 
semester Eastern Shoshone or 8 hours of another American Indian or Alaskan Native language 

 
 

http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/aist/info.asp?p=19433
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