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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 6.F 
 

DATE: December 17, 2008 
 

******************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  System-wide Review of SDSU's Proposed Changes to Spanish Major and Minor 
 

Last year, SDSU submitted proposals for significant revisions to their Spanish Major and 
Minor.  The Executive Director asked that these be reviewed system-wide and, to accomplish this, it 
was decided to form an ad-hoc group with representatives from those campuses that offer 
coursework/programs in Spanish.  This group met by teleconference on Thursday, December 4.    
 
The members of this group include: 

BHSU – Dr. Peggy Buckwalter 
DSU – Lynn Ryan 
NSU – Dr. Tino Mendez 
SDSU – Dr. Maria Ramos, Dr. Christine Garst-Santos 
USD – Dr. Danny Brunette 

 
This working group was asked to review these proposals and to discuss the merits thereof.  

In addition, the group was asked to identify other system or campus issues that might arise if these 
changes were to be implemented.   
 

Dr. Ramos outlined the rational for these proposed changes.  She stressed that these changes 
were proposed to strengthen the major which will ensure that graduates are more linguistically 
proficient.  In addition, she noted that this brought the program in line with others in the region.   
 

The group unanimously supported the proposed change.  However, not all institutions 
offering programs in Spanish are prepared to implement similar changes at this point in time, 
primarily because of staffing concerns.   
 

Since AAC has reviewed these proposals, the proposal will now be forwarded on to COPS 
and the Board for action. 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Discussion; Refer some sections to campuses for additional background. 
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The group also discussed the following topics. 
 

1. Dr. Ramos discussed SDSU’s proposal to require all students majoring in Spanish –Teacher 
Education to achieve a ranking of Intermediate High and all other students majoring in 
Spanish to achieve a ranking of Intermediate Mid on an official Oral Proficiency Interview 
(OPI) certified by the American Council in the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).  
There were discussions about implementing this at other institutions.  These discussions did 
include cooperative strategies that might be used. 

 
2. The group agreed that students needed to be provided more opportunities for international 

study.  It was mentioned that there is a system-wide group that includes representatives from 
each campus that is focused on opportunities/activities to internationalize the campuses.  
However, concerns were voiced by some on the call that study abroad opportunities are tied 
to inter-institutional agreements rather than language studies.  This concern will be raised 
with AAC as well as with the referenced group. 
 

3. The group discussed guidelines used by the campuses to recognize/transcript credits for 
students who have studied a language in high school or in some other venue before 
enrolling.  It was clear that there are a range of processes used.  Participants were asked to 
forward a summary of the procedures in place on their home campus.  This will be 
summarized and the issue will be raised with AAC.  Common procedures should be 
outlined.   
 

4. It was noted that the common course process for Spanish never did reach closure and at this 
point in time there are many courses that should actually be common but they are not. This 
group has been asked to review course offerings and to recommend changes that can logical 
be made to better align course offerings.   

 
5. The group suggested that similar calls should be facilitated for those involved with the 

programs in French and German. 
 
 Throughout the discussion, participants discussed the importance of foreign language 
instruction and the need to increase the options provided for students in the system.  Board staff 
suggested that this group continue to discuss options for cooperative delivery of the curriculum.  
While it was agreed that there were technologies and strategies that could be used to make this 
work, additional support, including additional instructional support, would be needed to make this 
work.  Board staff agreed to raise this concern with AAC. 
 
 The group agreed that this call was a good way to catch up on the activities within the 
system.  Another call will be scheduled for March. 
 


