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SUBJECT:  Revisions to Board Policy 2:28: Proficiency Examinations 
 

The Board has established a policy and AAC has established a set of Administration 
Guidelines that provide direction as the campuses implement the Regents Proficiency Exams.  
As a campus worked through the procedures this semester, a concern was voiced about steps 
taken to ensure compliance with the requirement that students sit for the exam when scheduled. 
 

Specifically, a student failed to sit for the initial test and, as permitted by policy, the 
student applied for a deferment which was granted.  However, as the policy and guidelines were 
reviewed, a suggestion was made that the penalties established for failure to sit for the exam after 
a deferment did not seem to be punitive. It was noted that all students granted deferments are in 
essence held harmless.  While this is clearly appropriate in the case of many of the deferments, in 
others, it may be appropriate to authorize stricter sanctions.   
 
Sections 3 and 4 of Board Policy 2:28 – Proficiency Examinations state,  
 

3. Deferments  
Students who meet the eligibility requirements but, due to extenuating circumstances are 
unable to sit for the examination may petition the Vice President for Academic Affairs 
for a deferment prior to the test date or no later than the final day of the semester in 
which the examination should have been taken. Students granted deferments will sit for 
the examination during the next administration following the end of the deferment.  
 
4. Consequences of Noncompliance  
Failure to sit for the examination as scheduled, whether initially or following a deferment 
will result in denial of subsequent registration at all Regental institutions. Students who 
have been denied registration due to failure to take the proficiency examination may 
apply for readmission after two academic terms (fall, spring, or summer). If readmitted, 
they must sit for the examination during the next administration. Failure to do so will 
result in immediate administrative withdrawal. 

 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Discussion and Referral to the Assessment Committee.  



 
 
It is suggested that Section 4 be edited to state that students who were granted deferments may 
also be immediately withdrawn if they fail to sit for the exam.   

  
4. Consequences of Noncompliance  
Failure to sit for the initial examination as scheduled, whether initially or following a 
deferment will result in denial of subsequent registration at all Regental institutions. 
Failure to sit for the examination following a deferment may result in immediate 
administrative withdrawal.  Students who have been denied registration due to failure to 
take the proficiency examination may apply for readmission after two academic terms 
(fall, spring, or summer). If readmitted, they must sit for the examination during the next 
administration. Failure to do so will result in immediate administrative withdrawal. 

 
If these changes to Policy are approved, corresponding changes will need to be made to 

the Guidelines.  Since the suggested change to policy is permissive, it is suggested that changes 
to the Guidelines include the requirement that every student granted a deferment should be 
informed of the specific penalty that will be imposed if they do not sit for the exam when 
scheduled.    
 


