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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 4.C.1 
 

DATE: December 17, 2008 
 

******************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  New Site Request – SDSU MS in Communications Studies & Journalism, online 
 

SDSU requests Board authorization to deliver its M.S. in Communication Studies & 
Journalism online. The program will be offered on self-support. The University does not request 
any exceptions to Board policy. 
 

The new site request supports the 2010 Education Initiative (2010education.com): 
 

• Double the number of persons ages 25 and older engaged in postsecondary education [students 
may be 25 and older] 

• Achieve the national average of people with graduate degrees, moving from 6.5 to 9.4 percent. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Provide comments and concerns to Dr. Gough for the COPS memorandum. 
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South Dakota Board of Regents 
New Site: Request to Offer an Existing Degree Program 

 
Use this form to request authorization to deliver an existing degree program at a new site or by 
distance delivery. The Executive Director or the Board may request additional information. 
 
 

University 
South Dakota State University 

Degree(s) and Program M.S. in Communication Studies and Journalism  
New Site(s) Online 
Proposed Implementation (term) Fall 2009 
 
 
University Approval 
To the Board and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this request, that I believe it to be 
accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university policy. 
 
   

President of the University  Date 
 
After approval by the President, a signed copy of the proposal should be transmitted to the Executive 
Director.  Only after Executive Director review should the proposal be posted on the university web site and 
the Board staff and the other universities notified of the URL. 

 
 
1.  What is the need for this program in this site (these sites)? What is the expected demand 
for graduates in the site(s)? 
 
South Dakota State University requests approval to offer the M.S. in Communication Studies and 
Journalism online (Journalism specialization, Option B - Research Report/Design Paper).  Offering 
a journalism master’s degree online will provide a quality professional education that is accessible 
to working journalists and strategic communicators. Students will build their administrative skills 
and gain the credentials to excel in leadership whether they work in print, broadcast, advertising and 
marketing or public relations. 
 
According to the South Dakota Department of Labor, the need for publishing industry and 
broadcasting managers will show about 10 percent growth from 2006 to 2016. The growth in 
professional, scientific and technical services, which includes the areas of public relations, 
advertising and marketing, will be substantial – around 32 percent in the same period.1  These 
figures indicate the growing demand for managerial staff with a professional master’s in these 
fields. 
 
                                                 
1 South Dakota Industry Projections 2006-2016, South Dakota Labor Market Information Center: 
htto://www.state.sd.us/dol/lmic/index.htm. 
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2.  Is any regental university authorized to offer a similar program at the new site(s)? Is 
any non-system institution offering a similar program at the new site(s)? If either answer is 
“yes,” identify the institution(s) and program(s) and explain why authorization is 
requested. 
 
No regental or non-system institutions of higher education offer this program online.  
 
 
3.  Are students expected to be new to the university or redirected from other programs or 
both? Complete the table and explain how the estimates were developed. How will the new 
site(s) affect enrollments in other campus and off-campus programs in the regental system? 
 

 Fiscal Years* 
 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Estimated FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 
New to the university - instate 12 *** 14 
New to the university - out-of-state 2 4 
Redirected from other programs 0 0 

= Total in the program at the site 14 18 
Credit hours, instate majors in program 
courses** 

192 192 224 224

Credit hours, out-of-state majors in 
program courses** 

32 32 64 64

Graduates 14  18
* Do not include current year. 
** This is the total number of credit hours generated by the majors in the required or elective program 
courses. The same numbers are used in Appendix B – Budget. 
*** Empty cells are the result of a new cohort of students enrolling every other year and completing 
degrees in two year’s time. 

 
This program is designed to serve both instate and out-of-state graduate students. To begin to gauge 
the level of interest in an online masters, the department conducted preliminary research with SDSU 
Journalism graduates for whom email addresses were available. 
 
In responding to the survey, conducted in August 2008, 62 Journalism and Mass Communication 
alumni indicated an interest in enrolling in an online program.  Respondents to the survey also 
stated a preference for a cohort of students to begin every other year. SDSU plans to begin with a 
cohort made up of 12 instate and two out-of-state students, which is predicted grow to 18 by the 
third year. 
 
The pool of potential graduate students – from SDSU alumni and non-alumni both instate and out-
of-state – is considerable. For instance, the online masters degree offered by the School of 
Journalism at the University of West Virginia has drawn a substantial number of out-of-state 
students.  The UWV program, launched in 2003, has students enrolled from 38 states and five 
countries. 
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Impact on Existing Programs 
 
We anticipate that there will be no impact on the existing on-campus master’s degree.  This 
program will tap into a pool of new students who would not travel to campus to enroll in the 
on-campus master’s degree program. 

 
 
4.  Complete the table and explain any special circumstances. Attach a copy of the program 
as it appears in the current catalog.  If any program modifications are requested, attach 
that form.  Explain how the new courses will be delivered.  Attach the new course request 
forms. 
 
Information from the current catalog is provided as Appendix A. 
 

M.S. in Communications Studies and 
Journalism - Journalism 

Credit 
hours 

Courses 
currently 
available from 
SDSU online 

Courses 
currently 
available from 
other universities 
online 

Courses 
new to this 
university 
at his site 
(online) 

System General Education Requirements Not applicable 
Institutional Graduation Requirements Not applicable 
Information Technology Literacy 
Requirements 

Not applicable 

Subtotal, Degree Requirements 
 

Required Support Courses Not applicable 
Major Requirements 21 2 0 5* 
Major Electives or Minor/Supporting 
Area 

8 All graduate 
courses in 
selected 
minor/supporting 
areas.** 

All graduate 
courses in 
selected 
minor/supporting 
areas.** 

0 

Subtotal, Requirements of the 
Proposed Major 

29    

Free Electives 3 All graduate 
courses at 700 
level or 
higher*** 

All graduate 
courses at 700 
level or 
higher*** 

 

Total, Degree with Proposed Major 32    
*Only one course is a new course.  The other four are courses that are currently offered on-campus and will also 
be offered online as well. Those four are not new courses for the SDSU Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication. 
**See Appendix C for sample supporting courses.  
***Electives may be drawn from any graduate course from any university at the 700 level or higher. 
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5.  How will you provide student services comparable to those available for students on the 
main campus? 
 
The Electronic University Consortium (EUC) of South Dakota provides distance education for the 
six South Dakota public universities. Through the EUC, the SDSU Office of Continuing and 
Extended Education offers Internet-based courses and programs.  That office’s Distance Education 
component also provides marketing, recruitment and general advising and administration support.  

 
For the online Journalism masters, extensive use will be made of email and web technology to 
provide student services support for on-line courses. Much of the academic advising for the 
master’s project and defense will be conducted online as well. SDSU will hold periodic advising 
meetings in facilities close to those students enrolled in the program such as the University Center 
and CUC.  Regional employers may also be asked host meetings in their facilities.  
 
All Internet courses use Desire2Learn (D2L), an online course management system (CMS). A D2L 
course site allows “anytime, anywhere” access to syllabi, readings, multi-media files, electronic 
dropboxes, online quizzes, email and real-time communication, grading and student progress 
reports. 
 
The SDSU Support Desk provides technical assistance for Internet courses. The Support Desk 
answers computer-related questions received via telephone, email, and walk-ins from faculty, staff 
and students.  This service is available Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
Library support services will be available to student through a variety of means: 
• Students have 24/7 access dozens of research databases and thousands of journals, magazines, 

newspapers and other documents online through the SDSU Library Web site. 
• Distance librarians from SDSU Briggs Library will provide materials to students through its 

distance library services. 
• Materials may be placed on reserve through the Briggs Library Electronic Reserve system, 

which will accommodate students in the same way it serves on-campus students. 
 
6. Is this program accredited by a specialized accrediting body? If so, address any program 
accreditation issues and costs related to offering the program at the new site(s). 
 
No. This program is not accredited by a specialized accrediting body. 
 
7.  Does the University request any exceptions to Board policy for delivery at the new 
site(s)? Explain requests for exceptions to Board policy 
 
None. 
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8.  Costs, Budget & Resources Related to New Courses at the Site: Explain the amount and 
source(s) of any one-time and continuing investments in personnel, professional 
development, release time, instructional technology and software, other O&M, facilities, 
student services, etc needed to implement the program at the new site(s).  
 
See Appendix B for the program budget. The program will be fully funded through self-support 
tuition generated by the program delivery. All but one of the courses for the major are already 
developed, and four courses remain to be approved for online delivery. The one new course is 
MCOM 704 Introduction to Graduate Study. 
 
The budget form includes enrollments for the students in the master’s program. Other students in 
other programs and those who are not formally admitted to the program but are taking courses could 
augment these enrollment figures. 
 
9.  Additional Information. (Optional)  Limit the number and length of additional attachments. 
Identify with capital letters (C, D, E, etc). In some cases, responses to questions from the Board 
or the Executive Director may be provided as appendices. Letters of support are not necessary 
and are rarely included with Board materials. 
 
See Appendix C for a sample course delivery plan. 
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Appendix A 

Catalog Description 
 
Journalism and Mass Communication 
 

The graduate major in journalism is designed to provide for 1) professional journalists who wish to
broaden their education in communications and social sciences; 2) for individuals with
undergraduate degrees in non-journalism specialties who wish to develop their knowledge in mass
communication. 

Available Options for Graduate Degrees 
Master of Science: 
Option A: Communication Studies 
OR 
Journalism 
Option B 

Option Descriptions 

Communication Studies: Designed to provide advanced studies in the areas of public address,
rhetorical theory, radio/television studies, and theatre arts. This option provides further professional
preparation and competencies in the area of communication. 

Journalism: Designed to provide for professional journalists who wish to broaden their education in
communications and social sciences; and for individuals with undergraduate degrees in non-
journalism specialities who wish to develop their knowledge in mass communication. 

See Master’s Degrees and Options for descriptions of available options. 

Core Requirements 

• MCOM 787 - Research Methods in Communication  

• SPCM 605 - Current Approaches to Communication  

• SPCM 700 - Instructional Methods in Communication for teaching assistants 

Additional Admission Requirements 

GRE: Not required 
TOEFL: Department requirement of 550 

General Requirements (Master’s Degree) 

Graduate students should consult with their advisor before registering for graduate work. 
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See Master’s Degree Requirements. 
 
 
Courses - Prefix/Code Matches   
Results for course prefix “MCOM”  
MCOM 505 - Theories of Communications  
MCOM 506 - Public Opinion and Propaganda  
MCOM 513 - International Media  
MCOM 515 - Opinion Writing  
MCOM 516 - Mass Media in Society  
MCOM 517 - History of Journalism  
MCOM 519 - Women in Media  
MCOM 530 - Media Law  
MCOM 537 - Educational and Corporate TV  
MCOM 553 - Mass Communication Teaching Methods  
MCOM 574 - Media Administration and Management  
MCOM 575 - Public Relations  
MCOM 576 - International and Ethnic Advertising  
MCOM 582 - Travel Studies  
MCOM 592 - Topics  
MCOM 693 - Workshop  
MCOM 762 - Special Problems in Radio, TV or Film  
MCOM 787 - Research Methods in Communication  
MCOM 788 - Master’s Research Problems/Projects  
MCOM 791 - Independent Study  
MCOM 798 - Thesis  
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South Dakota State University 

MS, CSJ, Online 

1. Assumptions 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
Headcount & hours from new site request. FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 
Fall headcount 14 14 18 18
Program FY cr hrs - State-Support 0 0 0 0
Program FY cr hrs - Self-Support 224 224 288 288

Faculty, Regular FTE See p. 2 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 
Faculty Salary & Benefits, average See p. 2 $62,235 $62,235  $62,235 $62,235 

Faculty, Adjunct - courses See p. 2 1 1 1 1 
Faculty, Adjunct - per course See p. 2 $3,230 $3,230  $3,230 $3,230 

Other FTE (see next page) See p. 2 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.20 
Other Salary & Benefits, average See p. 2 $35,272 $35,272  $35,272 $35,272 

2. Site Budget 
Salary & Benefits 

Faculty, Regular $62,235 $62,235  $62,235 $62,235 
Faculty, Adjunct $3,230 $3,230  $3,230 $3,230 
Other $7,054 $7,054  $7,054 $7,054 

S&B Subtotal $72,519 $72,519  $72,519 $72,519 
Operating Expenses 

Faculty Development $2,500 $2,500  $2,500 $2,500 
Marketing of Program $10,000 $5,000  $4,000 $3,000 
Course Development $6,000 $2,000  $0 $0 
Capital equipment $4,000 $3,000  $1,000 $1,000 
Office Space (Yeager Hall) $0 $0  $0 $0 

OE Subtotal $22,500 $12,500  $7,500 $6,500 
Total Site Budget $95,019 $85,019  $80,019 $79,019 

3. New Site Resources 
Self-support Tuition/Cr Hr See p. 2 $290.65 $290.65  $290.65 $290.65 
Program self-support tuition revenue $65,106 $65,106  $83,707 $83,707 
Discipline fee (if any) $0 $0  $0 $0 
University redirections $0 $0  $0 $0 
Community/Employer  $0 $0  $0 $0 
Grants/Other $0 $0  $0 $0 

Total Resources $65,106 $65,106  $83,707 $83,707 

Site Resources Over (Under) Budget ($29,913) ($19,913) $3,688 $4,688 
(Discuss in new site request) 

            



10 
 

Provide a summary of site costs and resources in the new site request. 

Faculty Other 
Estimated salary (average) - explain below $49,346 $25,781 
University's variable benefits rate 0.1442 0.1442 
Variable benefits $7,116 $3,718  
Health insurance (FY08) $5,773 $5,773  

Average S&B $62,235 $35,272 

Explain faculty used to develop the average salary & fiscal year salaries used. Enter amount 
above. 
Faculty salary is based on FY09 minimum 9 month base for doctoral prepared professor - $49,346 

Explain adjunct faculty costs.  
A masters prepared adjunct faculty member would teach 1 course each summer - $3230 for a 3 credit course 

      
Explain other [for example, CSA or exempt] salary & benefits shown. Enter amount above.  
Instructional design specialist - exempt, 20 percent time of $25,781, typical starting salary for an instructional 
design specialist 

      
Summarize the operating expenses shown in the table: 
Annual marketing, course development and capital equipment costs will decrease and stabilize after the first two 
years' start-up costs. Annual faculty development funds used to upgrade  skills and keep abreast of developments 
in technology.  Course development based on updating three existing courses for online delivery and developing 
one new 1-credit course. Stipend based on $2,000 SDSU Instructional Design Service summer fellowships for 
faculty to update a courses for online delivery.   

Summarize resources other than self-support tuition: 
None. 

Variable Benefits Rates 
Self-Support Tuition Rates   Use in the table above. 

Change formula on p. 1 as needed. FY09 FY09 
Self Support, Centers, UG $237.20 BHSU 14.79%
Self Support, Centers, GR $317.40 DSU 14.12%
Self Support, Other, UG $219.55 NSU 14.51%
Self Support, Other, GR $290.65 SDSM&T 14.14%
Externally Supported $43.20 SDSU 14.42%

USD 14.11%
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Appendix C – Sample Course Rotation 

 
MCOM 787 Research Methods in Communication is the only required course for the M.S. in 
Communication Studies and Journalism-Journalism.  This course rotation is one example of how 
the degree could be completed in two years. 
 
Fall – Year 1 Credits 
MCOM 704 Introduction to Graduate Study* 1  
MCOM 574 Media Administration and Management** 3  
MCOM 787 Research Methods in Communication*** 3  
  
Spring – Year 1  
MCOM 513 International Media***  
     or MCOM 576 International and Ethnic Advertising*** 3  
Minor/Supporting course 3  
  
Summer – Year 1  
MCOM 530 Media Law** or Elective 3  
  
Fall – Year 2  
MCOM 575 Public Relations*** 3  
BADM 576 Quantitative Analysis  
     or SPCM 510 Organizational Communication 3  
  
Spring – Year 2  
MCOM 792 Topics 3  
MCOM 791 Independent Study 4  
 
Summer– Year 2  
MCOM 788 Research Paper/Design Project*** 3 
 
* New MCOM course 
**MCOM courses currently offered online 
***MCOM courses to be approved for online delivery  
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Sample Minor/Supporting Courses Offered Online 
 
This list of courses is a representative sample of the many online courses available from SDSU and 
other universities that can be used as minor/supporting courses for this program.  It is not, by any 
means, a complete list of courses.   
 
If a course is available online at another university, students in the program will take the course 
from the university that is offering that course. 
 

1. AHED 755 Principles of College Teaching 
2. BADM 720 Quantitative Analysis (USD) 
3. CA 755 Financial Planning Case Study 
4. EDER 711 Educational Assessment 
5. EDER 761 Information Literacy 
6. EDFN 563 Methods of Teaching English as a Second Language 
7. EDFN 730 Current Issues in Education 
8. INFA 751 Privacy, Fraud and Identity Theft (DSU) 
9. LT 712 Principles of Learning for Instructional Technology (USD) 
10. POLS 733 Administrative Law and Government (USD) 
11. SPCM 510 Organizational Communication 
12. TET 740 Advanced Internet/Telecommunications (USD) 
13. TET 780 Organizational Development (USD) 

 


