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SUBJECT:  Project Lead the Way 
 
 Earlier this month, staff as SDSU brought forward information about Project Lead the 
Way.  This is a program which facilitates the delivery of coursework in the STEM disciplines in 
high schools.  Within South Dakota, there is a Project Lead the Way Planning Committee which 
includes the SDDOE STEM Specialist, representatives from EDEC/ESA, Southeast Technical 
Institute, and Canton High School.  A recent meeting was held by this group and Dr. Teresa Hall, 
SDSU’s Department Head, Engineering Technology and Management, also attended.  
 

One of the topics which emerged at this planning meeting and reported to the SDSU 
Office of Academic Affairs by Dr. Hall was the possibility of offering credit for some of the high 
school courses offered under the umbrella of this Project.  According to the PLTW web site, 
several universities throughout the US so offer college credit for the courses 
(http://www.pltw.org/index.cfm).   Each institution clearly outlines the requirements that must be 
met if credit is to be awarded.  As staff at SDSU noted, this appears be quite similar to AP 
courses or IB coursework. 
 
  Board staff agreed that this most likely should be viewed as AP, DANTES or IB 
coursework.  In all of these cases, faculty review the curriculum and the assessments and decide 
what “scores” are needed if credit (not a grade) is to be awarded.  A similar strategy should be 
used here.  However, since these decisions could also impact programs at BHSU and Mines, 
representatives from these institutions probably should be included as the review unfolds and as 
recommendations are formulated.    
 

Members of AAC should be prepared to discuss this program and, if it is agreed, to 
organize an ad-hoc committee to review the curriculum and to recommend transcripting of credit 
for students who meet established requirements and then enroll at one of the Regental 
institutions. 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion and recommendation 
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