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****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT: BOR Policy 2:3.3.G Admissions (Suspended Students) 
 

Questions have risen regarding the interpretation of the section in BOR policy 2:3 
which governs the admission of a student by a Regental university when that student has been 
suspended because of grades earned while the student had a different “home” university within 
the system.  These questions need to be resolved.   
 

Background:  At the October AAC Meeting, the section of Board Policy 2:3 that speaks 
to admission of suspended transfer students was discussed (Agenda Item 4.B, October 17, 
2006).  While this item was brought forward as a request to review Board Policy 2:3, the 
language in Section 2:3.3.G is repeated verbatim in Board Policy 2:10.3, item 6.  Specifically, 
it was agreed that it is not clear which university has the authority to remove the suspension 
and what time limits, if any, should be respected.  As the discussion unfolded, it was agreed 
that the policy did need to be clarified.   
 

In addition to this issue, it was suggested that many times students who are suspended 
elect to pursue a different major which would require a transfer to a different institution.  Since 
the system now uses a common data base with common policies and procedures, once a student 
is readmitted they can pursue any course of study available within the system unless the 
selected program requires a secondary admission.  To control this, members of AAC suggested 
that language should be incorporated which would limit the enrollment opportunities of a 
suspended student who moved to a different home university.   
 

It was agreed that a sub-group would work on a revision to the policy and bring this 
back before AAC in December.   
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion. 
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To assist with this process, the Minutes of Board meetings were reviewed to track the 

changes that had been approved to these statements.  At the same time, the minutes/statements 
of the various groups that worked on the Student Project were reviewed.  As a result, the 
following statements have been identified: 
 

1. From Policy 2:10, sections 2 and 3 (Driven by PCR 4; March 2003) 
2. Note From PCR 14 (June 2003) 
3. Note From SD Colleague System Procedures Section 6.5 (p 135) 
4. From Policy 2:3.3.G 

 
A review of these statements quickly establishes that there is no consistency within 

these statements.  PCR 14 states, “It is understood that tracking and disciplinary restrictions 
will only be inactivated or maintained by the university that placed the restriction” while the 
Colleague System Procedures states, “If the PC status is for a transfer within the regental 
system that was suspended at the other regental university and has petitioned for readmission 
into another regental university the next semester, the PC status should be changed to PR.” 
 

In addition, in the current environment, an argument could be made that a student is 
suspended from the system rather than from a given University.  Policies, guidelines and 
procedures clearly establish that once a student is admitted to the system, they are free to 
enroll in any courses and, to a large extent, pursue any major.  Clearly, if a student wishes to 
pursue a program of study that has a secondary admission process, these limits are in place as 
are those imposed at level of course pre- and co-requisites.  However, within the current 
environment, a student within the system is reasonably free to register for courses offered by 
any institution.  This is most evident in the course taking patterns of students attending off-
campus centers but it also is reflected in the course taking patterns of other students. 
 

Finally, policy states that a student transferring from a non-Regental university can not 
be admitted while under suspension with one exception.  If the student is under an indefinite 
suspension, the student can be admitted after setting out for one semester. 
 

To resolve this, the following issues need to be addressed.     
 

Will all suspended students be required to set out for two terms as is 
established in policy or is it being suggested that students can “appeal” and 
be readmitted immediately or after one term?  It is recommended that the 
two term requirement be maintained.  However, appeals should be allowed 
and will be considered in cases where there are extenuating circumstances.  
We may want to stipulate what these might be.   
 
Which institution determines that a student can be readmitted to the system?  
In an environment where a student can access course work from any of the 
universities, it probably is readmission to the system rather than to a 
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different university.  In addition, the time frame also plays a role.  If a 
student is suspended and reapplies a decade later, there probably are few 
concerns.  However, if a student is suspended and applies for readmission 
after setting out for two terms, should these be dealt with from a multi-
institution perspective which could include a review by the CAO (or 
designee) from the institutions and by the system CAO?  In cases where a 
student has appealed and is being readmitted before the two-term suspension 
has been fully served, the readmitting University makes the decision with 
approval required from the suspending University which is permitted to set 
parameters.  If the student applying for readmission has set out two or more 
terms, the readmitting University can make the decision unilaterally.  
However, the admitting University will need to have the University from 
which the student was suspended end the student’s program before a new 
program is assigned.   
 
What limits can and should be placed on registration options for these 
students?  Should all registration and all changes in registration be frozen 
requiring direct intervention by a designated advisor?  This step could ensure 
that a readmitted student is held to specified programmatic limits.  Advising 
holds may need to be placed on this student for a period since once a student 
is admitted, they are permitted to enroll within the same set of restrictions 
placed on all students (prerequisites, co-requisites, admission to a program, 
etc.)  Perhaps credit hour limits should be applied to students who have 
appealed and been readmitted without setting out for two or more terms.   
 
What academic expectations should be established for a student that has been 
readmitted following a suspension?  First, the student will be admitted under 
probation since in all cases, the GPA will be less than 2.0.  (If the student 
has set out for three years or more, academic amnesty could be an option.)  
Policy establishes that if a student maintains a system term GPA of 2.0 or 
better, the student can continue but in some cases, a suspended student may 
not be able to raise their cumulative GPA to 2.0 or better as required for 
graduation.  What steps if any need to be taken? 
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1.  From Policy 2:10 (Driven by PCR 4; March 2003) 
 
2. Definition and Calculation of Grade Point Averages 
 
The following grade point averages are calculated each academic term (Fall, Spring, Summer): 
 
Institutional GPA—based on credits earned at a specific Regental university.  Utilized to 
determine if degree requirements have been met and to determine Honors Designation at 
Graduation. 

 
System Term GPA—based on credits earned at any of the six Regental universities within a given 
academic term (Fall, Spring, Summer).  Utilized to determine minimum progression status. 
 
Transfer GPA— based on credits earned and officially transferred from an accredited college 
or university outside the Regental system.  When a letter grade that normally calculates into 
the grade point average exists for a non-academic course (e.g., credit earned via examination), 
it will be included in the transfer gpa. 

 
Cumulative GPA— based on all credits earned by the student (transfer credit plus system credit).  
Utilized to determine minimum progression status and to determine if degree requirements have 
been met. 
 
When a course has been repeated for credit, all attempts will be entered on the transcript but the 
last grade earned will be used in the calculation of the Cumulative grade point average (See also 
2:5.11). 
 
3. Minimum Progression Standards 
 

Class  Credit Hour Range  GPA Standard 
Freshman  0-31.99  2.0 

Sophomore  32-63.99  2.0 
Junior  64-95.99  2.0 
Senior  96+  2.0 

 
Minimum progression standards and related actions are based on the student’s cumulative 
grade point average and system term grade point average. 
 

1. A student with a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or better is considered to be in 
good academic standing. 

2. If a student’s cumulative grade point average falls below 2.0 in any academic term (i.e. 
fall, spring, summer), the student is placed on academic probation the following term. 

3. While on academic probation, the student must earn a system term grade point average 
of 2.0 or better. 
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4. When a student on academic probation achieves a cumulative grade point average of 
2.0 or better, the student is returned to good academic standing. 

5. A student on academic probation who fails to maintain a system term grade point 
average of 2.0 or better is placed on academic suspension for a minimum period of 
two academic terms. 

6. Students on academic suspension will not be allowed to register for any coursework at 
any Regental university except when an appeal has been approved by the Regental 
university from which the student is pursuing a degree.  An approved appeal granted by 
one Regental university will be honored by all Regental universities.  Also refer to 
policy 2:3.3. G Probation/Suspension of Students. 

7. Only Academic Suspension will be entered on the student’s transcript.  Academic 
probation will be noted in the internal academic record only. 

 
 
2.  From PCR 14 (June 2003) 
 

“Student restrictions may be entered by individual universities and may be inactivated 
by staff members with the proper office code security. A restriction at one university 
would not be inactivated by a staff member at another university until the requirements 
of the restrictions have been met. It is understood that tracking and disciplinary 
restrictions will only be inactivated or maintained by the university that placed the 
restriction. For historical tracking purposes, student restrictions will be inactivated 
through entry of an end date. Restrictions should not be deleted unless entered in 
error.” 
 
 

3.  From SD Colleague System Procedures Section 6.5 (p 135) 
 
Note: Continued probation (PC) is no longer a valid academic standing code. When a 
student with a prior status of PC is readmitted, the PC status should be changed to PA any 
time a new application is completed. If the PC status is for a transfer within the regental 
system that was suspended at the other regental university and has petitioned for 
readmission into another regental university the next semester, the PC status should be 
changed to PR 
 
 
 
4.  From Policy 2:3 
 
G. Students on Probation/Suspension  
 
A transfer student or former student is admitted on probation if they do not have a minimum 
cumulative GPA of 2.0.   
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If the last institution attended was outside the Regental system, and the transfer applicant left 
under academic suspension, the applicant shall not be considered for admission during the period 
of suspension or, if suspended for an indefinite period, until one (1) semester has passed since the 
last date of attendance at the previous school. 
 
Students on academic suspension from a Regental university will not be allowed to register for 
any coursework at any Regental university except when an appeal has been approved by the 
Regental university from which the student is pursuing a degree.  An approved appeal granted by 
one Regental university will be honored by all Regental universities.  (Refer to BOR Policy 2:10) 
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