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************************************************************************* 
 
SUBJECT:  Information Literacy Exam Policy Guidelines 
 

  The AAC approved a qualifying score of 13 as the system cut score for the Information Literacy 
exam during the September meeting.  AAC members raised concern regarding the time frame students 
would be required to take and complete the exam (see Attachment I minutes from the September 
meeting).  Using recommendations from this discussion, a sub-committee including Rise Smith, Carrie 
Ahern (DSU), Jo Ann Sckerl (SDSU), and George Earley (BHSU) rewrote the existing Information Literacy 
Guidelines to include the qualifying score and language that encourages students to successfully 
complete the information literacy exam in a timely fashion.  These revised guidelines were then reviewed 
by members of the Information Literacy committee and forwarded for approval (see Attachment II).  
Acceptance of these guidelines would also necessitate a change to BOR Policy 2:7 Baccalaureate General 
Education Curriculum on page 8 to reflect a system Information Literacy Exam (see Attachment III).  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************************************************************************ 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Discussion and Approval. 
 



 

Attachment I 
 

September AAC Meeting Minutes 
 
Item 3.A.1 Info Literacy Exam Policy Guidelines 
 
Joanne Sckerl from SDSU also joined the meeting to discuss this item. There are corrections on page 2 
and Joanne will make the corrections and distribute. 
 
Paul commented that the information literacy exam was designed to address goal 7 and assess whether it 
addresses the outcomes of the goal. The committee was to establish the cut scores in order for the 
student to demonstrate that they are competent in the area. 
 
The committee is recommending the cut score of 13 and suggests incorporating this into the guidelines 
(attachment I). Joann added that the task force worked from the premise of a cut score of 13. Paul 
remarked that there are 3 institutions outside the system that will pilot the exam over the next three 
terms to determine if the cut score is set at an appropriate score on a national level. All institutions in the 
system have piloted this exam. 
 
Does the student have a satisfactory level of information literacy by only answering correctly a little over 
half of the items? Joann responded that because of the documentation and assessment level questions, 
the committee felt that the competency of the students would be assured. The assessment level 
questions are much harder questions. 
 
Sam added that the percentage of success or failure is comparable to the other proficiency exams, not 
necessarily the scores. Paul agreed and added that the pass rate was approximately 95% in the pilot for 
spring 2006. Joann reported that the committee talked about placing holds on registration similar to the 
CAAP and proficiency exam but decided against it. Committee members did not feel that it was the same 
level of urgency as the CAAP exam. The student has to pass the information literacy exam prior to 
graduation. 
 
Carol was concerned that the students will leave this until the very last minute. Clyde felt that the exam 
is not serving its purpose if we do not encourage the student to successfully complete the information 
literacy exam. 
 
Lynn remarked that this requirement is already a pre-requisite for the IDEA program at USD and that is 
how they maintain control. Kate suggested that this be a campus decision. Sam concurred that the 
campuses could have the flexibility but a timeframe has to be established and agreed that the student 
cannot wait until the graduation audit. 
M/S by Royce and Carol to accept the WebCT-based information literacy exam piloted since spring 2005 
to address goal 7 and accept the recommended cut score of 13. Motion carries. 
 
Joann Sckerl, George Earley, Clyde Arnold, Ethelle Bean, and Rise Smith will review the 
guidelines and incorporate language that will allow the institutions to have the flexibility to track students 
that have failed the exam and establish an appropriate timeframe for remediation and retesting. AAC 
suggested that the timeframe stay consistent with the general education requirement of completion 
within the first 64 hours. They will also incorporate language on the WebCT-based exam and cut scores 
into the guidelines. 
 
The guidelines will be submitted to Sam for review. 
 
 
 

Page 2 



 

Attachment II 
 

D R A F T  
Administration Guidelines for Information Literacy Assessment  

 
Background:  The Information Literacy exam was developed to assess the System General Education 
Goal 7: Information Literacy as outlined in BOR policies 2.7 Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum, 
2:11 Assessment, and 2:26 Associate Degree General Education Requirements.   
 
System General Education Goal 7: Information Literacy:  Students will recognize when information is 
needed and have the ability to locate, organize, critically evaluate, and effectively use information from a 
variety of sources with intellectual integrity.   
 
Student Learning Outcomes   
Students will:   
 

1) Determine the extent of information needed; 
2) Access the needed information effectively and efficiently; 
3) Evaluate information and its sources critically; 
4) Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose; 
5) Use information in an ethical and legal manner. 

 
Assessment:  Students fulfill this requirement by demonstrating competency through an assessment 
designated by the University. 
 
To be eligible to receive an associate or baccalaureate degree from a Regental university, students 
entering Fall 2005 or later must fulfill the information literacy examination requirement.   
 
Administration Guidelines:  The following administration guidelines will apply: 
 
1. The Information Literacy (IL) Exam, an assessment tool developed by representatives from each of 

the six Regental institutions, will be used by South Dakota Regental schools.  

2. The Regental universities will use the same testing conditions (e.g. testing time, demographic data).   

3. The exam will be available on-line. 

4. Each university will establish processes to ensure that all associate and baccalaureate degree seeking 
students who entered Fall 2005 or later are tested and meet the required minimum score of 13 prior 
to graduation. This includes students located on the home campus, at off-campus sites, and at a 
distance.  

5. Test eligibility 
a. Incoming Freshman  

Each student must sit for an initial Information Literacy Exam before completing 64 credit hours.   
  

b. Transfers 
i. Regental Transfers Students who successfully complete the IL exam at one Regental 

institution will be deemed to have met the requirements of the receiving institution. 
ii. Non-Regental transfer students are subject to and must meet the IL exam requirements. 

University or system processes will be developed to ensure that transfer students from non-
Regental Institutions will sit for their initial IL Exam within the first 48 Regental credit hours 
completed. 

6. Testing Accommodations for special needs students will be available.  Each institution shall give 
students prior notice that it will provide reasonable accommodations for test takers in keeping with 
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institutional practices implementing the South Dakota Human Relations Act of 1972, the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (Refer to Board Policy 1:19).   

7. The testing schedule, student notification process, and remediation procedures and requirements will 
be determined by each university.  See # 9 also. 

8. Exemptions:  Students who meet at least one of the following criteria are exempted from the 
Information Literacy Examination requirement on a system-wide basis.  All such exemptions are 
permanent and must be noted in the student’s Colleague data file. 
a. Associate Degree-Seeking Students 

• Students who enrolled in an Associate Degree program within the Regental System prior to 
Fall 2005.  

• Students who have already earned a baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution. 
• Students who participated in the Information Literacy pilot Spring 2005 through Fall 2006.  

b. Baccalaureate Degree-Seeking Students 
• Students who have already earned a baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution. 
• Students who participated in the Information Literacy pilot Spring 2005 through Fall 2006. 
• Students who were exempted from participating in the Information Literacy Exam Pilot 

Study (enrolled at one of the Regental universities from Fall 2005-Fall 2006 and had 64 or 
more passed credits hours at or above the 100 level).  

9. Retesters  
a. Students failing to achieve the required minimum score on the IL exam will be allowed to 

continue enrollment and will be required to remediate and to retest according to a time 
consistent with the University’s mission. Students who need to retest will be notified and will be 
provided with the retesting schedule.  Students have two retest opportunities within one calendar 
year.  Students failing to meet the minimum score after remediation and three attempts, will be 
eligible for Alternate Certification as determined by the institution.   

10. Alternate certification: The alternate certification methods that can be used to demonstrate 
proficiency are: a pathfinder, annotated bibliography or a citation exercise.   

a. Students who have English as a Second Language will be given double time for re-testing. 

11. Regental institutions are authorized to charge a Board approved retesting fee.   

12. An annual Information Literacy Exam report will be provided to the Board of Regents after each 
academic year along with other general education reports.   

13. Colleague Data Entry  
a. Student scores must be entered into Colleague.  Instructions for data entry for Information 

Literacy Exam are included in Attachment A.  Non-course codes must be entered for students 
receiving exemptions or having pilot test scores.  

14. The minimum required IL score will be included in the online degree audit process to ensure that 
students meet the requirements prior to graduation. 

 
 

Related BOR Policies:  
Policy 2:7 Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum 
Policy 2:26 Associate Degree General Education Requirements 
Policy 2.11 Assessment  
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Attachment III 
 

Policy 2:7 Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum 
 
GOAL #7: Students will recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, 
organize, critically evaluate, and effectively use information from a variety of sources with 
intellectual integrity. 

Student Learning Outcomes: Students will: 
1. Determine the extent of information needed; 
2. Access the needed information effectively and efficiently; 
3. Evaluate information and its sources critically; 
4. Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose; 
5. Use information in an ethical and legal manner. 

 
Assessment: Students fulfill this requirement by demonstrating competency through “an 
assessment designated by the university” replace with “a system Information Literacy Exam.”   
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