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SUBJECT:  Pre-Professional Programs/Assignment of Majors 
 

At the September meeting, AAC discussed pre-professional programs that have been 
established in our system as “tracking majors” for career interests such as pre-med, pre-law, pre-
optometry, etc. (see http://www.sdbor.edu/services/academics/AAC/documents/09-
2011AAC_6.B.1_trackingmajors.pdf ).  There was general agreement within the Council that 
this specific set of should be removed from the list of approved majors and coded as “interest 
fields” in Colleague. However, before taking formal action, members of the Council did want to 
discuss nuances on campus.   
 

In mid-October, Board staff had a follow-up call with staff at RIS and it was reported that 
those working on the system’s electronic application are making some progress.  It was reported 
that a strategy that is being explored is to automatically assign all students interested in pre-med 
to the biology major while adding a pre-med interest code.  Students who express an interest in 
majoring in pre-law will be assigned a political science major with a pre-law interest.  Similar 
assignment strategies have been identified for other pre-professional majors.   
 

This process was shared with the campuses and concerns were voiced.  As was noted by 
Board staff, this approach seems to avoid the underlying issue.  It is agreed that Pre-med is not a 
major.  Rather, it is a career interest.  Further, students can major in any program offered and be 
excellent candidates for medical school.  Assigning a student who is interested in Pre-med to 
biology (or in Pre-law to political science) is creating another set of problems for the campus to 
address.  As was pointed out, institutions in neighboring states seem to be able to communicate 
clearly with students about the differences between majors and interest in further professional 
studies.   
 

In addition, the discussion in September also identified a second set of pre-professional 
majors such as pre-nursing, pre-pharmacy, pre-business and others in this set.  In these cases, 
students pursue introductory courses for a year or two before making formal application for 
admission.  It was suggested that a strategy similar to that used in education might be useful.  In 
this field, entering students are allowed to declare a major in education but they still need to be 
formally admitted to the program.  Perhaps there are other options that could be considered.   
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Members of the Council were asked to discuss this on campus to see if a common 
strategy could be agreed upon.   
 

Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss the issues and, if there is 
agreement, to provide direction to those working on the coding issues. 
 


