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Agree to delete all inappropriate courses by December 16. 
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SUBJECT:  Review of Zero-Credit Courses   
 

In mid-October a report was circulated to members of the Council identifying all active 
zero-credit courses that exist within the course catalog.  Each campus was asked to review this 
report and to develop a list of those that can be deleted because they do not represent an 
academic experience that is a requirement for a degree.   
 

It was noted that many of the zero-credit courses were simply used to track cohorts of 
students or to flag other attributes that really are not requirement-specific.  It is assumed that 
these can be deleted.  Others, such as zero-credit labs that are co-requisites of credit bearing 
lecture courses, clearly tie to academic requirements that students must complete to earn a 
degree.  These should be retained.  In some cases, such as graduate-level “sustaining” courses, 
the intent isn’t clear.  If students enrolled are graduate students working on a thesis/dissertation, 
these courses are warranted.  However, if these are simply holding grounds for students who 
have stopped out of a program for a semester or two, the course does not tie to an academic 
requirement and it should be deleted.  There may be other examples campuses wish to discuss.  
 

Once these are deleted from the catalog, the system will once again be able to generate 
enrollment reports simply by summing the registrants in courses offered.  While this fall a 
manual process was used to exclude students enrolled in zero credit courses, long-term this 
approach is not sustainable.  Since enrollment in courses ties to progress toward a degree, only 
courses reflective of this should be retained. 
 

An argument has been made that the pseudo-courses in the catalog aren’t causing 
problems.  That would be true if every system worked perfectly.  However, since this is not the 
case, students enrolled in these zero-credit courses are occasionally captured in enrollment 
extracts.  Thus, it does make sense to clean up the catalog. 
 

The Council should be prepared to raise questions arising as campus staff work on this 
project. The goal will be to delete all inappropriate courses as soon as possible.  A deadline will 
be established. 
 


