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SUBJECT: Academic Calendars 2013-14 to 2019-20 
 

A set of academic calendars have been prepared for consideration covering the years 
2013-14 to 2019-20.  To facilitate this task, a working group was established to review the 
issues, explore models used in other states/systems, and recommend options for consideration in 
South Dakota.  This group was comprised of faculty, students, and administrators representing 
academic, business and student affairs as well as enrollment management.  The Academic 
Affairs Council did develop a formal charge for this group which was stated as,  
 

“This group is being asked to develop a set of recommended calendars for the 
academic years 2013-2014 to 2019-2020.  This should include a review of the 
inherent issues, an exploration of models used in other states/systems, and the 
development of options that will be forwarded to the systems Councils for 
consideration.  Most importantly, since the calendar can elicit deeply held 
opinions, members of this group must engage others on campus throughout this 
process.”   

 
As the group began its deliberations, Board staff laid out a simple model of academic 

calendar development noting that there really are only three or four variables that need to be 
established to establish a calendar: 1) days of instruction; 2) start date; 3) breaks/holidays within 
a term; and 4) breaks between terms.  Once those are set, laying out a calendar is formulaic.  This 
was the approach used and there was general agreement with the following premises: 

 
• the fall semester should end at least one week before Christmas; 
• there should be a full of week of classes before any long weekend; and 
• there should be at least 15 working days between the end of fall semester and the start of 

spring semester. 
 

Sets of calendars were prepared and circulated among the members of the working group 
and then more widely on campus.  As a result, a few adjustments were made.  After these 



 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Forward with Recommendation to Approve. 
 

reviews, a final set was prepared and members of AAC and SAC were asked to facilitate more 
formal reviews on campus.   

 
Once again comments were received. As expected, complaints were voiced about almost 

every aspect of the calendar.  However, when reviewed in detail, it was agreed that there aren’t 
many changes that could be made.  For example, a common complaint was that the first day of 
classes is too early in August.  However, shifting this later will not allow for a full week of 
classes before Labor Day or for the semester to end one week before Christmas. 

 
For perspective, the existing set of calendars which were approved in 2004 have fall 

semester dates ranging from August 27-December 14 to September 4-December 21.  The spring 
semester dates in this set ranged from January 9-May 3 to January 17-May 12. 

 
The proposed set of calendars have fall dates ranging from August 20-December 12 to 

August 26-December 18.  There are more instructional days (one or two) and there is also a non-
class day before Thanksgiving.  The spring dates range from January 7-May 3 to January 13-
May 8.  While Good Friday continues as a non-class day, the Monday after Easter is a scheduled 
class day.  There are two-three more class days scheduled in the spring semester in this set than 
in the set currently in place. 

 
Members of the Council should be prepared to identify any remaining issues and to then 

to move these forward for consideration by COPS/approval by the BOR. 
 
 
 
 
 


