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SUBJECT:  BOR Policy 2:6 Academic Calendars 
 

Board staff have been working with faculty, staff and students to develop a set of 
academic calendars that will be used for the rest of this decade.  As this process unfolded, it was 
observed that with the exception of the weeks between the last day of finals in the fall semester 
and start of classes in the spring semester, all days of the year were included within an academic 
term.  Historically, this exclusion was not an issue but, as the rules governing financial aid are 
more tightly crafted and more narrowly applied, this is now beginning to create problems for the 
campuses.  For example, on occasion courses are now being offered during this interterm period 
and it is not clear how these are counted as academic standing is determined.  While it is not 
expected that there will be a significant number of offerings during this period, policies do have 
to accommodate the set that exist.   
 

Since this aspect of the calendar is governed by policy, a modification is proposed to 
clearly establish how academic work is transcripted and used to determine a student’s academic 
standing and related eligibilities.  The proposed modification clearly establishes that those 
courses that start between the last day of finals in the fall semester and first day of classes in the 
spring semester will be included with the spring semester for determination of academic 
standing. 
 

Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this proposed change to policy. 
 

1. Academic Terms Defined 
 
 Each institution shall operate a fall, spring, and summer term.  Fall and spring shall 

be operated on a semester basis except for the medical school at the University of 
South Dakota which shall operate on the quarter system. (BR, 1978)  Summer term 
begins the first class day after spring semester ends and continues through the last 
class day before fall semester begins.  Fall term begins with the first day of classes 
and continues through the last day of finals established in the Board approved 
academic calendar.  Spring term begins with the first day of classes and continues 
through the last day of finals established in the Board approved academic calendar.   
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Classes during the summer term typically will begin after the processing days in 
May and end prior to the processing days in August.   
 
Classes may be offered during the inter-term period between the last day of finals 
in the fall semester and the first day of classes in the spring semester.   Classes 
beginning during this period will be transcripted with spring semester classes and 
will be included as academic standing is determined at the end of the semester.   
 
Classes may be scheduled during the processing days after spring term in May, 
after summer term in  and August and in the inter-term between fall and spring 
semesters under the conditions specified below.   
 
1. Summer term courses scheduled to begin in or to begin and complete during 

the processing dates in May must be approved by the university Provost/Vice 
President for Academic Affairs. 

2. With permission of the university Provost/Vice President for Academic 
Affairs, only the following courses may be scheduled during the processing 
dates in August:  x94, x95, x96, x97, study abroad, and courses associated 
with programs designed to help students complete remedial course 
requirements prior to the beginning of the fall term. 

2.3. Courses scheduled to begin or to begin and complete during the inter-term 
dates in December/January must be approved by the university Provost/Vice 
President for Academic Affairs.  Additional approval by the Provost/Vice 
President for Academic Affairs and by the Director of Financial Aid will be 
needed if financial aid is to be provided for students enrolled in these courses 
although in general courses offered during this inter-term will not be eligible 
for financial aid. 

 
 


