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SUBJECT:  Remedial Math – Administrative Issues 
 

As some campuses are implementing competency-based, self-paced options for those 
students enrolled in remedial math, two administrative issues have been identified.  Some 
accommodations may be required in the near term while long term solutions are developed. 

 
1. Students completing a course mid-semester:  Some of the students placed into MATH 021, 

Basic Algebra, are completing the course within a few weeks.  While they could be required 
to wait until a subsequent semester to enroll in MATH 101, Intermediate Algebra, research 
shows that students who complete required remedial work quickest are most successful.  An 
agreed upon strategy needs to be identified that will permit this.  The following options are 
suggested for those cases where students complete MATH 021 early and they elect to 
continue in MATH 101: 

 
• The student may elect to do a late add and to pay for MATH 101.  These students 

most likely will not be eligible for additional financial aid. 
• Since the students have access for one year to all course materials through 

MyMathLab, they can continue working on their own and once they have mastered 
the materials associated with MATH 101, they may elect to take the Compass exam 
to demonstrate that they are prepared to do college level math. 

• Other?   
 

2. Students not completing a course:  Some of the students in MATH 021 and MATH 101 will 
be making progress at the end of the semester but they will not have completed all of the 
modules.  A benefit (and a disadvantage) of mastery-based courses is that the process follows 
a different timeframe than the traditional semester.  Again, research shows that programs that 
allow those students making progress to work across semester boundaries without penalty are 
more successful.  The following options should be considered for those students not 
completing MATH 021 and MATH 101within a semester: 

 
 

(continued) 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion. 



 
• Assign an IP grade and allow the student to continue without registering again for the 

course.  In this case, the student will need to register for 12 hours to be a fulltime 
student for financial aid eligibility. 

• Assign an IP grade and require the student to register for the course in the next 
semester.  In this case, the student will need to register for an additional 9 hours to be 
eligible for financial aid. 

• Assign an F grade and require the student to register again. 
• Other? 

 
• In addition, if an IP grade is assigned, it is assumed that this will extend the course 

solely for one semester.  At the end of two semesters, a grade must be assigned.  Is 
this correct? 

 
While there are a range of options that can be implemented to resolve this longer term, 

the following high level approach is offered as a starting point.  More robust placement 
assessments need to be used to identify the specific skill/ability areas that a student must develop 
to do college level math.  Once these assessments are complete, a student can be required to 
complete a specific set of competency-based “modules”.  Based on the number of modules 
assigned, the student would be registered for a set number of credits in a variable credit course 
and this registration could conceivably stretch across two semesters.  For example, if a student 
was required to register for three or fewer credits, it could be completed in one semester but if it 
were four or more, the student could register for part of the credits one semester and reserve part 
of the credits for the subsequent semester.  This would effectively deal with the financial aid 
issues identified earlier that arise when an IP grade is assigned.  Again, there are other options 
that could be developed. 
 

These topics will be discussed by the math discipline council when they meet in 
November.  While this group will be expected to take the lead on the range of academic issues 
identified, they probably do not understand the registration/financial aid issues that are inherent 
in the set of administrative matters that must be addressed.  Therefore, AAC will be expected to 
outline some expectations that will be relayed to the discipline council.   
 

The goal will be to develop agreed upon approaches by early next year so class schedules 
for Fall 2011 can be built accordingly. 
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