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SUBJECT:  Remediation 
 

The separate campuses and the system have historically provided a set of remedial 
services for those students enrolling who are not fully prepared to do college level work.  In the 
past decade, the processes and procedures have become codified using a common set of 
guidelines that are based on a common set of policies.  In point of fact, the Regental system was 
one of the early adopters of the state-wide approach.   

 
This strategy has been effective because students now enrolling in entry level math and 

English classes, typically College Algebra and Composition I, have the skills and abilities 
needed to be successful.  Unfortunately, too many students who require remediation never 
complete the sequence.  In addition, the system’s efforts focus on math and on writing.  While all 
of the campuses do provide some form of remediation in reading, there is no system-wide 
strategy to address this critical skill.  In addition, remedial programs also commonly support 
broader efforts such as academic skill support and development.   

 
The system is now being challenged to transition from a culture that focuses on student 

access to one that is equally if not more attentive to student success.  This commitment is shown 
by the systems participation in a set of initiatives such as Complete College America, Ready 
Adults, and Access to Success.  These initiatives are asking colleges and universities in the 
country to prepare more credentialed citizens responding to the challenge of preparing a more 
credentialed work force.   

 
A common approach that these groups and other national-level policy groups (i.e., 

Getting Past Go, Building Pathways, Breaking Through Initiative, etc.) are focusing on is 
remediation.  The reasons for this are clear and the reasons are common with our experience in 
South Dakota.  Students entering our campuses who are not fully prepared to do college level 
work most commonly are not successful and they are not successful because they do not 
complete required remedial work or because they are not provided the specific support needed.   
 
 

(continued) 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Create a Working Group.  



This reality is probably best demonstrated by the success of students who are lucky 
enough to participate in grant-funded projects offered by the campuses that provided robust 
targeted services.  While detailed analyses have not been completed recently, evidence does 
support the statement that more students could be successful if the system rethought student 
support services in general and remediation specifically.   

 
To move this agenda forward, it is recommended that a small working group be 

established to develop a plan to address the range of issues that are an inherent part of the 
complete range of remediation components (reading, math, and English).  Members of the 
Council should be prepared to address the purpose/charge to be given to the group as well as to 
suggest participants.   
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