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SUBJECT:  Proposed Revision to Board Policy 5:17 Instructional Funding 
 

For more than a decade, the Regental system has used the “7/10 rule” to require the 
universities to use instructional resources efficiently as the curriculum is delivered.  Specifically, 
this policy limits the number of low enrolled courses that an institution can offer annually.  This 
policy has had the desired effect with noted increased productivity. 

 
However, the system now faces new challenges given the reductions in state 

appropriations these past couple of years.  While these cuts have been offset to some extent by 
increases in tuition, the campuses are required to focus limited resources as they work to deliver 
quality programs. To support efforts in this environment, a series of changes are being proposed 
to the governing policy.   

 
This is playing out at the same time that a set of campuses are working to promote and 

enhance doctoral offerings.  While some doctoral-level courses do routinely enroll a significant 
number of students, in many cases it is not realistic to expect that advanced graduate courses will 
routinely enroll 7 or more students.  While exceptions are allowed, those institutions developing 
doctoral programs face a new set of challenges meeting this rule.   
 

To address this, two changes to policy 5:17 are proposed.  First, it is proposed that the 
enrollment limit for graduate courses be further disaggregated and the limit for graduate only 
sections, 700 or 800 level courses be set at 4 students rather than the level of 7 where it is 
currently set.  However, these institutions are also working to operate within the resource base 
available.  To promote these efforts, the second revision is to lower the exception limit for 
Mines, SDSU and USD to 3% from the current limit of 4%.    
 

Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this proposal. 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 
Discussion and Next Steps. 

  



 
The following proposal captures these recommendations. 
 

4. Small Section Limitation 
 

Effective the Summer 1996 term nNo selected instructional methodschedule type 
undergraduate (100, 200, 300 or 400 level course) and dual listed 
undergraduate/graduate (400-500 level courses) sections with fewer than 10 
students, and entry level  graduate (500 or 600 level courses)  sections with fewer 
than 7 students, and graduate only (700 or 800 level courses) section with fewer than 
4 students may be offered.  Any exceptions to this policy must be authorized by the 
institutional President and justified to the Board each semester. 

 
In no circumstances shall the annual exception limit be more than three percent of all 
state support selected instructional method sections for South Dakota School of 
Mines and Technology, South Dakota State University and the University of South 
Dakota and more than four percent of all state support selected instructional 
methodschedule type sections for Black Hills State University, Dakota State 
University and Northern State Universityeffective the Summer 2000 term.  The four 
percent exception limit is determined an annually based on average of Summer, Fall, 
and Spring terms offerings. 

 
Selected instructional methodsschedule types include: Discussion/Recitation; 
Seminar; Large Ensemble; Laboratory and Alternate Laboratory; Physical Education 
Activity; and Lecture Courses.  Unselected instructional methods include: 
Studio/Small Group Instruction/Small Ensemble; Competency-based, Self-paced 
Study; Clinical Laboratory; Clinical Experience; Independent Study; 
Design/Research; Private Instruction; Restricted PE Activity; Tracking; 
Internship/Practicum; Thesis; Thesis/Research Sustaining and Workshop. 
 


	RECOMMENDED ACTION

