
Attachment I 
 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 4.A.7 
 

DATE: November 9, 2010 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  New Program – BHSU, M.Ed in Reading 
 

Black Hills State University requests authorization to offer an M.Ed. in Reading. The 
degree would replace the Reading Specialization in the M.S. in Curriculum & Instruction.  The 
proposal notes that the Reading specialization was approved in 2004. The Executive Director 
waived the intent to plan because the University has had a specialization in Reading.  BHSU 
does not request new State resources or new or increased student fees to offer the program. 
 

The University requests authorization to deliver the M.Ed. in Reading using distance 
technology. BHSU was authorized to deliver the M.S. in Curriculum and Instruction using the 
Internet in 2001 (June, Minutes, pp. 1619, 2199-2213). 
  

The differences between the specialization and the proposed degree are small. The 
Executive Director waived the intent to plan provided that additional questions were addressed in 
the proposal. 
 
 BHSU intends to eliminate the Reading specialization after the last M.S. in Curriculum 
and Instruction students in the reading specializations graduate in August 2012.  
 

The proposed degree supports the system strategic goals and the 2010 Education Initiative. 
• Economic Development and Quality of Life: Expand graduate education. 

Contribute to workforce development by offering off-campus and online programs. 
• 2010 Education Initiative: Increase the number of teachers that obtain advanced 

degrees or advanced certification from 20 to 40 percent. 
• 2010 Education Initiative: Double the number of persons 25 and older engaged in 

postsecondary education. Most teachers seeking master’s degrees are 25 or older. 
• 2010 Education Initiative: Achieve national average of people with graduate 

degrees, moving from 6.5 to 9.4 percent. 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Provide comments and concerns to Paul G. 
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Black Hills State University 
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South Dakota Board of Regents 
New Graduate Degree Program 

 
University: Black Hills State University 
Proposed Graduate Program: Reading 
Degree: Master of Education 
    Existing or New Degree(s): New 
Intended Date of Implementation (term): Fall 2011 
Proposed CIP code: 13.1315 
University Department  College of Education 
University Division College of Education 
 
University Approval 
 
To the Board and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that I believe it 
to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university policy. 
 
   

President of the University  Date 
 
After approval by the President, a signed copy of the proposal should be transmitted to the 
Executive Director.  Only after Executive Director review should the proposal be posted on the 
university web site and the Board staff and the other universities notified of the URL. 
 
1.  What are the purposes of the proposed program? 
 
Black Hills State University requests permission to offer a Master of Education in Reading, a 
professional master’s degree emphasizing enhanced professional practice and leadership. The 
degree would replace a specialization within the Master of Science in Curriculum and 
Instruction. The University does not request new state resources, new student fees, or increased 
student fees to fund the program. It would be funded with redirection of existing resources and 
with self-support tuition. 
 
Workforce Need for Graduates 
 
The proposed Master of Education in Reading would respond to workforce needs of school 
districts by preparing teachers for careers as exemplary reading teachers, school and district 
reading specialists, or literacy coaches. Reading specialist is designated a “high-need subject 
area” in the US Department of Education’s Annual Teacher Shortage Area Nationwide Listing.1 
TEACH Grant information in the document states, “High need fields are Bilingual Education and 
English Language Acquisition, Foreign Language, Mathematics, Reading Specialist, Science, 
Special Education…and other identified shortage areas listed in this publication.” 
 

                                                 
1 The list can be found at http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/pol/tsa.doc. 
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According to the International Reading Association position statement,2 reading specialists 
“provide expert instruction, assessment, and leadership for the reading program.  With their 
advanced preparation and experience in reading, they are responsible for the literacy 
performance of all readers, in particular those who struggle.”  In summary, a reading specialist 
collaboratively supports exemplary classroom teaching in literacy, assesses reading strengths and 
needs of students as needed and communicates the information to fellow teachers, and serves as 
a resource to stakeholders. 
 
Teachers who graduate from the master’s program and add the reading specialist designation to 
their teaching certificates often remain in regular classrooms, but their own students benefit from 
their added expertise in the area of reading.  Dr. Tim Creal, Superintendent of the Custer School 
District, states, “I think the role of reading specialists is very important, but most school districts 
in South Dakota can’t afford to fund reading specialist positions.  This makes it even more 
important for as many regular classroom teachers as possible to get the advanced preparation in 
reading so they can meet the literacy needs of their students.”  The proposed degree responds to 
this need. 
 
Reading specialists are typically elementary teachers or middle and secondary English language 
arts teachers who seek advanced preparation in reading.  South Dakota school districts currently 
employ 4603 elementary teachers (4025.34 FTE), 998 middle school language arts teachers 
(367.46 FTE), and 2082 teachers who teach at least one class in secondary English language arts 
(348.22 FTE).3 
 
Demonstrated Student Demand 
 
Enrollment in the reading specialization within the Master of Science in Curriculum and 
Instruction demonstrates that teachers are interested in becoming reading specialists. Forty-four 
teachers began the reading specialization in fall 2009 and thirty-eight teachers began the program 
in fall 2010.  Twenty South Dakota school districts are represented in these two cohorts.  While 
the enrolled teachers are expected to complete the existing M.S. degree, the numbers suggest that 
there is a continuing demand for master’s in reading.  The Administrative Rules of South 
Dakota4 state that, in order to become certified as a reading specialist, a teacher must complete a 
master’s degree with an emphasis in reading. 
 
The proposed degree supports the Board’s strategic goals and state initiatives: 

• Economic Development and Quality of Life: 
o Expand graduate education. 
o Contribute to workforce development & quality of life by expanding academic 

programs to meet our future workforce needs, offering off-campus and online 
programs, and creating corporate training partnerships.  (The University requests 
authorization to deliver the degree online.) 

• 2010 Education Initiative: Achieve national average of people with graduate degrees, 
moving from 6.5 to 9.4 percent. 

 
2 IRA statement at http://www.reading.org/General/AboutIRA/PositionStatements/ReadingSpecialistPosition  
3 Email with data 10-20-10 from SD DOE Office of Accreditation and Teacher Quality 
4 SD Administrative Rule at http://legis.state.sd.us/rules/DisplayRule.aspx?Rule=24:53:07:27  
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• 2010 Education Initiative: Double the number of persons 25 and older engaged in 
postsecondary education. (Note: Most teachers seeking master’s degrees are 25 or older.) 

 
University Mission and Strategic Plan 
 
The proposed degree supports the statutory mission of Black Hills State University as provided 
in SDCL 13-59-1: 
 

The primary purpose of Northern Sate University at Aberdeen in Brown County, and 
Black Hills State University at Spearfish in Lawrence County, is the preparation of 
elementary and secondary teachers; and a second purpose is to offer preprofessional, 
one-year and two-year terminal and  junior college programs. Four-year degrees other 
than in education and graduate work may be authorized by the Board of Regents. 

 
The proposed degree also supports the Black Hills State University mission as provided in Board 
of Regents Policy 1:10:4: 
 

The Legislature established BHSU as a liberal arts university to meet the needs of the 
State and region by providing undergraduate and graduate programs. The Board 
implemented SDCL 13-59-1 by authorizing undergraduate and graduate programs in the 
liberal arts  and sciences and in professional education, to promote excellence in  
teaching and learning, to support research, scholarly and creative  activities, and to 
provide service to the State of South Dakota and the region. Black Hills State University 
is the only multipurpose university in Western South Dakota. 

 
The University offers four master’s degrees: 

1) Master of Science in Curriculum and Instruction  
2) Master of Science in Integrative Genomics (approved in 2006) 
3) Master of Science in Strategic Leadership (approved in 2008) 
4) Master of Business Administration (approved in 2009) 

 
BHSU was authorized to deliver the M.S. in Curriculum and Instruction using the Internet in 
2001 (June, Minutes, pp. 1619, 2199-2213). 
 
The University has a long history of offering graduate education in reading. The reading 
specialization in the M.S. in Curriculum and Instruction was approved in 2004. The 2008 
adoption of the 2003 national standards from the International Reading Association5 
(summarized in Appendix A) as state standards for the South Dakota Reading Specialist 
program6 increased candidate performance expectations as compared to previous state 
requirements listed below: 
      1) Master’s degree with an emphasis in reading 
      2) Three years of teaching experience in a K-12 setting 
      3) Study of varied theoretical orientations to reading development/reading education 
      4) Study of and actual or simulated experience in the following: 

 
5 IRA standards at http://www.reading.org/downloads/resources/545standards2003/index.html  
6 ARSD section 24:53:07:27addresses reading specialist programs. The Rules were revised in 2008. 
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(a) Design, development, implementation, evaluation of remedial, developmental, and 
accelerated reading programs 
(b) Language processes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and their  
 interrelationships  
(c) Use of child and adolescent literature and reading aloud 
(d) Individualization of the reading program as a means of personal and social growth 
(e) Collaboration with teachers, parents, and community 
(f) Use of research as the basis for instructional decision making 
 

This change demands more credit hours focused specifically on reading. Replacing the reading 
specialization in the Master of Science in Curriculum and Instruction degree with a Master of 
Education in Reading degree allows for greater alignment with national and state standards.  The 
proposed M.Ed. in Reading will require 18 credits of focused reading coursework and an 
additional 14 credits of reading-related coursework, with 3 credits in research methods 
considered not related to reading.  The current MSCI reading specialization requires 12 credits of 
reading and an additional 14 credits of reading-related coursework, with 9 credits not related to 
reading. The table in section #12 shows this comparison in detail. 
 
The proposed Master of Education in Reading supports the Black Hills State University Strategic 
Plan.7 Goal One of this plan states BHSU will provide a learning environment that inspires and 
facilitates personal transformation and instills life-long learning to meet the changing needs of 
society. Implementation of Goal One is further defined by target #5, Innovative Program 
Development, with a focus on determining new degree programs that will address student 
interests and workforce needs.  The proposed degree responds to teachers interested in becoming 
reading specialists and to the workforce needs of South Dakota school districts. 
 
Goal Three of the Black Hills State University Strategic Plan states BHSU will provide an 
inclusive and socially responsible learning community. Implementation of Goal Three is further 
defined by target #3, Comprehensive Enrollment Plan, with a focus on increasing enrollment of 
culturally and socially diverse groups to reflect the needs of South Dakota and the regional 
populations. The Master of Education in Reading program would accommodate employed 
teachers from a variety of backgrounds and in a variety of rural locations, since all courses would 
be offered online except for practicum experiences arranged in candidates’ home locations. 
 
Related Programs in the System 
 
There are three related programs in the regental system, all resulting in the same South Dakota 
certification: 
• Northern State University offers a Master of Science in Education, Teaching, and Learning 

and designates Language and Literacy as one possible specialization choice. 
• South Dakota State University prepares reading specialists through a Master of Education in 

Curriculum and Instruction with Reading as one specialization option. 
• The University of South Dakota prepares reading specialists through a Master of Arts in 

Elementary Education and Reading.  

 
7 The Strategic Plan can be found at http://www.bhsu.edu/Portals/0/facultystaff/policy/StrategicPlan.pdf  
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The proposed degree would be the only Master of Education in Reading offered by a South 
Dakota regental institution. 
 
The table below shows that other states about the size of South Dakota in population have 
multiple public universities with master’s degree programs that prepare reading specialists.    
 

 
 

State 

 
 

Population8 

Number Public Universities 
with Master’s Programs that 
Prepare Reading Specialists9 

South Dakota 812,383 4 
Montana 974,989 4 
Vermont 621,760 4 
Delaware 885,122 3 
Alaska 698,473 3 

 
The proposed program will replace one of the four specializations in the current M.S. in 
Curriculum and Instruction at BHSU; therefore, it will transfer future enrollment from that 
specialization to the new degree.  This will leave three MSCI specializations that include math, 
science, and technology integration, as well as the pending BOR-initiated MSCI in Teacher 
Leadership. 
 
2.  Rationale 
 

A.  If a new degree is proposed, what is the rationale?
 
The University offers M.S. and M.B.A. programs.  The Master of Education degree is proposed.  
 
A Master of Education emphasizes professional practice instead of scholarship activities and 
research. The proposed program addresses the professional practice in the field of reading and 
addresses all national standards for reading specialists and literacy coaches.  
 

B.  What is the rationale for the curriculum? 
 
Standards from the International Reading Association, now the adopted Reading Specialist 
standards for the state of South Dakota,10 call for more comprehensive clinical components.  
These components encourage closer collaboration with partner school districts and facilitate 
additional application of student learning. The new standards also require programs to better 
prepare their graduate students to address the literacy needs of middle and high school 
populations and to strengthen preparation for leadership roles. The proposed Master of Education 
in Reading is designed to meet the new South Dakota standards for programs that prepare 
reading specialists. 

                                                 
8 State populations at http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0004986.html  
9 Reading Specialist programs researched from http://www.educationdegree.com/states/ and public institution sites 
10 ARSD section 24:53:07:27 addresses programs that prepare reading specialists. 
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C.  Demonstrate that the curriculum is consistent with current national standards. 
Complete the tables below and explain any unusual aspects of the proposed curriculum. 

 
To develop the proposed curriculum, Black Hills State University has examined Master of 
Education in Reading programs at the University of Louisville, Clemson University, the 
University of Maryland, and Texas A&M College Station. The degree programs at these 
institutions are very similar to the one being proposed by BHSU. 
 
The proposed BHSU degree program uses the strongest elements of each program examined.  
The table below provides the five categories of International Reading Association standards for 
Reading Specialists and, in an alignment with those national standards, shows a comparison 
between the BHSU proposed curriculum and Master of Education in Reading programs at two of 
the four institutions listed above. 
 

Standards 

Black Hills State 
University proposed 

M.Ed. in Reading   Clemson University11  
Texas A & M – College 

Station12  
Research ED 630 Educational 

Collaboration and 
Research Methods  
 
ED 750 Action Research 
in Schools  

Advanced Ed Psych  
Education Tests and 
Measurements  
 
Clinical Research -
Reading  

Choice of one research 
course at the university  

IRA Standard One- 
Foundational 
Knowledge 
 

ED 747 Reading 
Research and  Theory  

Fundamentals of Basic 
Reading  

Foundations of Reading 
Instruction  

IRA Standard Two- 
Instructional 
Strategies and 
Curriculum Materials 

ED 742 Literacy and 
Language: Reading and 
Writing Instruction  
 
ED 757 Models, 
Methods, and Materials 
for Literacy Instruction  
 
SEED 550 7-12 Reading 
and Content Literacy  

 
 
 
 
 
Reading Instruction in 
the Elementary School  
 
 
Teaching Secondary 
School Reading  

Literacy and Language  
 
Developmental Reading 
in the Elementary 
School  
 
Reading Instruction in 
High School and 
College  
 
Curriculum 
Development 
 
Analysis of Teaching 
Behaviors 
 

IRA Standard Three- 
Assessment, 
Diagnosis, and 
Evaluation 

ELED 659 Assessment 
and Correction of 
Elementary Reading 
Difficulties (with clinical 

Evaluation and 
Remediation of Reading 
Problems with 
concurrent clinical 

Reading Diagnosis  
 
 
 

                                                 
11 Clemson program at http://www.clemson.edu/hehd/department/education/index.html  
12 TX A&M at http://tlac.tamu.eduuploads/files/M%20Ed%20%20with%20reading%/20specialist%certification.pdf  
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component) 
 
SEED 650 Assessment 
and Correction of 
Reading Difficulties 
Grades 6-12 (with 
clinical component) 
  

practicum in reading 
 
 

Clinical Teaching in 
Reading  

IRA Standard Four- 
Creating a Literate 
Environment for all 
Students 

ED 748 Literacy and 
Cultural Diversity in 
Schools 
 
Choice of one course: 
ED 505 Children’s and 
Young Adult Literature, 
ENGL 509 Teaching 
English as a Second 
Language, ED 642 
Methods of Instructional 
Technology, ED 728 
New and Emerging 
Technology for Schools, 
ED 740 Comparative 
Education 

Choice of a three-course 
emphasis: 
Reading Recovery, Ed 
Leadership, early 
literacy, ESOL and 
SPED, middle school 

Cultural Foundations  
 
 
Choice of one course:  
Children’s Literature, 
Multicultural Literature, 
Issues in Child and 
Adolescent 
Development 
 
 

IRA Standard Five-  
Professional 
Development 

ED 754 Leadership in 
Schools  
 
ED 695 Practicum 
  
ED 790 Seminar  

Organizing and 
Supervising Reading 
Programs  

Administration of 
School Reading 
Programs  

 
 
The courses listed above in the proposed Master of Education in Reading address all reading 
specialist learning outcomes categorized under the five national and state standards (2003 
standards of International Reading Association adopted in 2008 as SD state standards for 
Reading Specialist programs). 
 

D.  Summary of the Degree (modify table as needed) 
 

M. Ed. in Reading Credit Hours Percent 
Required courses, all students 32   91% 
Required option or specialization, if any   
Electives  3    9% 

Total required for the degree 35 100% 
 
 Required Courses 

Prefix & 
Num 

 
Course Title 

Credi
t 

Hours 

New  
(yes, 
no) 

ED 630 Educational Collaboration and Research Methods 3 No* 
ED 750 Action Research in Schools 3 No 
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ED 747 Reading Research and Theory 3 No** 
ED 742 Literacy and Language: Reading and Writing Instruction 3 No** 
ED 757 Models, Methods, and Materials for Literacy Instruction 3 Yes 

SEED 550 7-12 Reading and Content Literacy 3 No 
ELED 659 Assessment and Correction of Elementary Reading Difficulties 3 No* 
SEED 650 Assessment and Correction of Reading Difficulties Grades 6-12 3 Yes 

ED 748  Literacy and Cultural Diversity in Schools 3 No** 
ED 754 Leadership in Schools 2 No 
ED 695 Practicum 1 No 
ED 790 Seminar (IRA Standards portfolio and comprehensive 

examination) 
2 No 

 Subtotal, required 32  
* Revised title ** Revised course and title 

 
Elective Courses in the Program: List courses that may be taken as electives in the 
program. Indicate any new courses to be added specifically for the major. (If the list of 
existing courses is long, it may be provided as an appendix.) 

 
Prefix & 

Num 
 

Course Title -  Student to select one of the following: 
Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, 
no) 

ENGL 509 Teaching English as a Second Language 3 No 
ED 740 Comparative Education 3 No 
ED 642 Methods of Instructional Technology 3 No 
ED 728 New and Emerging Technology for Schools 3 No 

 Other Approved Elective 3 No 
 
3.  Student Outcomes & Demonstration of Individual Achievement 
 

A.  What specific knowledge and competencies, including technology competencies, 
will all students demonstrate be able to demonstrate before graduation? The knowledge 
and competencies should be specific to the program and not routinely expected of all 
university graduates. Complete Appendix A – Outcomes using the system form. 
Outcomes discussed below should be the same as those in Appendix A. 

 
The knowledge and competencies all students will be able to demonstrate are provided in 
Appendix A. The International Reading Association categorizes student learning outcomes for 
reading specialist candidates under five standards shown.  These standards include Foundational 
Knowledge; Instructional Strategies and Curriculum Materials; Assessment, Diagnosis, and 
Evaluation; Creating a Literate Environment; and Professional Development.  
 

B.  What national instruments (examinations) are available to measure individual 
student achievement in this field? 
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1) The most common national instrument in this field is the PRAXIS TAAG: Reading Specialist 
(0300) exam. Below is the test description from the website of Educational Testing Services:13 
 

About This Test 
The Reading Specialist test is intended primarily for persons who have advanced 
academic preparation and/or who are being considered for supervisory or instructional 
positions related to the teaching of reading instruction in grade K–12. The test is most 
appropriate for candidates with advanced preparation (i.e., those with a master’s degree 
or course work comparable to the training needed for a master’s degree) who expect to 
have specialized responsibilities related to the teaching of reading at any level from 
kindergarten through twelfth grade. It is also appropriate for individuals who wish to be 
considered for supervisory or instructional positions related to the teaching of reading; 
those seeking positions as reading clinicians, consultants, supervisors, specialists, 
coordinators, or resource persons and thus intending to be responsible for more than the 
teaching of developmental reading in a regular classroom setting.  The 120 multiple-
choice questions cover both knowledge of relevant facts and the ability to analyze 
problems and apply principles to reading literacy instruction. The test content covers the 
theoretical and knowledge bases of reading, the application of theoretical and knowledge 
bases of reading, the application of theoretical and knowledge bases of reading in 
instruction, the application of theoretical and knowledge bases of reading in diagnosis 
and assessment, and reading leadership. As much as possible, the test questions involve 
the evaluation and application of ideas and practices to reading literacy instruction, as 
opposed to the recall of factual material.) 

2) Educational Testing Services has developed some Reading Specialist exams specifically for 
states; these are available for other states to use. One example is the TExES Assessment for 
Reading Specialists. 
 

C.  How will mastery by individual students be demonstrated? Describe the specific 
examinations or processes to be used. This is to include external measures.14 What 
will be the consequences for students who do not demonstrate mastery? 

 
Assessment #1 – National Examination (to be selected) – National examinations, 

including the PRAXIS TAAG 0300 and the exam developed for the state of Texas by 
Educational Testing Services, are being previewed as assessments of proficiency in IRA 
Standards One, Two, and Three (Foundational Knowledge; Instructional Strategies and 
Curriculum Materials; Assessment, Diagnosis, and Evaluation). The exam will be administered 
as part of the capstone ED 790 Seminar. 
 

Assessments #2, #3, #4, and #5 – IRA Standards Capstone Portfolio Artifact One, 
Artifact Two, Artifact Four, and Artifact Five – Portfolio artifact #1 will be the second 
assessment of content. Rubrics will be developed and used by independent faculty reviewers to 
evaluate the degree to which selected artifacts demonstrate candidate proficiency in IRA 
                                                 
13 Educational Testing Services at http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/PRAXIS/taag/0300/about.htm  accessed on 10-
24-10. 
14 What national examination, externally evaluated portfolio or student activity, etc will be used to verify that 
individuals have attained a high level of competence and identify those who need additional work? 

11-10AAC_4.A.7_new_prog_BHSU-M.EdReadingPage 10 of 18 Printed: 2010-11-09, 7:41 AM 

http://www.ets.org/Media/Tests/PRAXIS/taag/0300/about.htm


Black Hills State University 
New Program: M.Ed. in Reading 
 

                                                

Standards One, Two, Four, and Five (Foundational Knowledge; Instructional Strategies and 
Curriculum Materials; Creating a Literate Environment; Professional Development). Candidates 
will write analytical reflections for all artifacts, connecting theory to practice in order to 
document through evidence just HOW each artifact demonstrates proficiency in the IRA 
standard for which it was selected. The reflections will provide guidance to reviewers, but the 
rubric will assess the quality of the artifacts. The portfolio will be developed during the capstone 
ED 790 Seminar. 
 

Assessment #6 – Case Study Rubrics (Elementary and Secondary) – Rubrics (completed 
by instructors) evaluating case studies developed by candidates during courses in Elementary 
Assessment and Correction of Reading Difficulties and Secondary Assessment and Correction of 
Reading Difficulties will assess candidate proficiency in IRA Standard Three (Assessment, 
Diagnosis, and Evaluation).  
 

Assessment #7 - Clinical Practice Evaluation Rubric – This rubric is completed by 
clinical faculty during ED 754/ED 695 the Leadership in Schools clinical practicum, in which 
candidates design and deliver professional development sessions. It assesses candidate 
performance, as reported by clinical faculty, in IRA Standards One, Two, Three, Four, and Five 
(Foundational Knowledge; Instructional Strategies and Curriculum Materials; Assessment, 
Diagnosis, and Evaluation; Creating a Literate Environment; and Professional Development). 
 

When candidates do not demonstrate mastery, the academic policy of the College of 
Education will address the issue in multiple ways, depending on the situation: 
 
1) Lack of mastery may be reflected in the GPA, monitored for each candidate every 

semester by the Graduate Coordinator. The COE Graduate Guidebook (p. 11)15 states, “If 
GPA drops below 3.0, the student is placed on probation and allowed one semester to 
raise the GPA to that level…No more than 2 C’s or 6 hours of C may be counted toward 
the degree, even if the GPA exceeds 3.0…No student may enter the capstone course 
without a 3.0 GPA…If the GPA is such that the student cannot raise it to the 3.0 level the 
student is dismissed.”  

 
2) Lack of mastery may be reflected in poor performance on a course-embedded designated 

assessment such as one of the case studies, even though the GPA does not drop below 
3.0. In this situation, the course instructor, in collaboration with the Graduate 
Coordinator, will work with the candidate in an arranged mastery learning setting until 
the candidate either achieves mastery or repeats the course because of a course grade 
lower than a C.  The candidate may receive a temporary grade of Incomplete in the 
course while working with the instructor in an attempt to achieve mastery. 

 
3) Lack of mastery may be reflected in poor performance on the Clinical Practice 

Evaluation Rubric, National Exam, or Capstone Portfolio, even though the GPA does not 
drop below 3.0. Since these are administered near the end of the program, a grade of 
Incomplete will be given in the appropriate course (clinical practice or capstone seminar) 

 
15 Graduate Guidebook at http://www.bhsu.edu/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=OSmlMcFal40%3d&tabid=8327  
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and the situation will be taken to the Graduate Coordinator and the COE Graduate 
Council for consideration.  The candidate may be required to repeat parts of the 
practicum experience, repeat an entire course, or complete another requirement 
prescribed by the Council. 

 
4.  What instructional approaches and technologies will be used to teach courses in the 
program? This refers to the instructional technologies used to teach courses and NOT the 
technology applications students are expected to learn. 
 
Faculty will use, in addition to the electronic course management system for online and blended 
learning (Desire2Learn), the following: 
 

Web2.0 tools Podcasting 
Elluminate Wikis and blogs 
Smart Board technology via Internet Niche networking tools such as Ning 
YouTube/TeacherTube Digital storytelling 

 
5.  Did the University engage any developmental consultants16 to assist with the 
development of the curriculum? Were any professional or accrediting associations 
consulted during the development of the curriculum? What were the contributions of the 
consultants and associations to the development of curriculum? See also section 11 below.

 
The University consulted the International Reading Association regarding national assessments. 
IRA publications were consulted to identify exemplary Master of Education in Reading 
programs suitable for comparison purposes. The programs examined are listed in section 2-C 
above. 
 
6.  Are students in the program expected to be new to the university, redirected from 
other programs or both? Complete the table and explain how the estimates were 
developed. 

 
The University does not expect students to transfer from the M.S. in Curriculum and Instruction 
(reading specialization) or its other master’s programs to the new program.  
 
Based on the consistency of the demand for reading specialist preparation since 2005, the 
University expects that forty new students will enter the new program in FY 12 (Fall 2011).  
Since 2005, an average of forty students has entered the reading specialist program each year. 
 

 
16 Developmental consultants are experts in the discipline are hired by the university to assist with the development 
of a new program (content, courses, experiences, etc). Universities are encouraged to discuss the selection of 
developmental consultants with Board staff. See section 11 below. 
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 Fiscal Years* 
 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Estimates FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 
Distance students new to the university 40 40 40 40
Students from other university programs 0 0 0 0

= Total students in the program (fall) 40 80 80 80
Program credit hours (major courses)** 720 1400 1400 1400
Graduates 40 40 40
* Do not include current fiscal year. ** This is the total number of credit hours generated by 
students in the program in the required or elective program courses. The same numbers are 
used in Appendix B – Budget.    

 
The last M.S. in Curriculum and Instruction students in the reading specializations will graduate 
in August 2012. Reading will then be eliminated as a specialization in the MSCI. 
 
7.  If program accreditation is available, identify the organization and explain whether 
accreditation is required or optional, the resources required, and the University’s plans 
concerning the accreditation of this program. 

 
Program approval is required for NCATE accreditation.  The reading specialist certification 
program was submitted in 2008 to the South Dakota Department of Education for program 
review as part of the NCATE accreditation process.  It was found to comply with the IRA and 
state standards and was approved by the Department of Education.  No additional state approval 
will be necessary when the reading specialist preparation is delivered through the new degree.17  
The South Dakota Board of Regents Electronic University Consortium (EUC) is being used for 
approval of this new distance program and degree. 
 
 
8.  Does the University request any exceptions to any Board policy for this program? 
Explain any requests for exceptions to Board Policy. If no exceptions are requested, enter 
“None.” 

 
None 
 
9.  Program Delivery 

 
A.  Does the University request authorization to deliver this entire program at any off-
campus locations? If yes, list location(s) and intended start date(s). 

 
No 
 

B.  Does the University request authorization to deliver this entire program by distance 
technology? If yes, identify delivery method(s) and intended start date(s). 

 

                                                 
17 9-23-10 email from Assistant Director, SD DOE Office of Accreditation and Teacher Quality  
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Yes. The University requests authorization to deliver this entire program using distance 
technology (Internet and Desire2Learn), except for practicum experiences arranged in 
candidates’ home locations.  The intended start date is fall 2011. 
 
The new degree is to replace a specialization in the M.S. in Curriculum and Instruction. The 
M.S. was approved for online delivery in 2001. 
 

C.  Include off-campus tuition and site or delivery costs in the next section and in 
Appendix B. If off-campus or distance delivery authorization is not requested, enter 
“None.” 

 
Distance delivery costs and self-support tuition revenue are addressed in the next section. 
 
10.  Costs, Budget and Resources 
 

Explain the amount and source(s) of any one-time and continuing investments in 
personnel, professional development, release time, time redirected from other 
assignments, instructional technology & software, other O&M, facilities, etc needed to 
implement the proposed major. Address off-campus or distance delivery separately. 
Complete Appendix B Budget and Resources and briefly summarize. 

 
The program would be delivered by distance technology. Costs would be covered by self-support 
tuition revenue.  A distance delivery budget is provided as Appendix B.  To develop the average 
fiscal year salaries used, the FY10 salaries of five graduate faculty members in the Department 
of Education were averaged. All five of these faculty members will teach in the Master of 
Education in Reading program.  No adjunct faculty will be needed at this time, and no other 
salary and benefits are needed to offer the program. Additional library material will be purchased 
to support the two new graduate reading courses; some materials will be purchased using 
University Support fee money. 
 
In FY 12, 700 credits are expected to generate $219,450 in net self-support tuition revenue, with 
delivery costs totaling $106, 572.  In FY 13 and subsequent years, 1400 credits are expected to 
generate $438,900 in net self-support tuition revenue, with delivery costs totaling $226,113.  
(See Appendix B for details.) 
 
11. Board Policy 2:1: “Proposals for new graduate programs shall be evaluated by 
independent consultants retained by the Board.” Provide the names, telephone numbers, 
and URLs of professional organizations, accrediting bodies, and journals (editors) who 
may be able to assist the Board staff with the identification of consultants. 

 
External review has been waived with additional questions addressed in the proposal. 
 
12. Additional Information.  

 
The table below compares the credits in reading and reading-related coursework required of 
students in the proposed Master of Education in Reading with the credits in reading and reading-
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related coursework currently required of students in the Master of Science in Curriculum and 
Instruction reading specialization.  
 

Proposed Master’s/Existing Master’s with Specialization MER* MSCI* 
Reading Courses Cr Cr 

ED 747 Reading Research and Theory/Psychology of Reading 3 3 
ED 742 Literacy and Language: Reading and Writing 
Instruction/Teaching and Supervision of Language Arts 

3 3 

SEED 550 7-12 Reading and Content Literacy 3 3 
ELED 659 Assessment and Correction of Elementary Reading 
Difficulties  

3 3 

ED 757 Methods, Models, and Materials for Literacy Instruction 3  
SEED 650 Assessment and Correction of Reading Difficulties Grades 6-
12 

3  

Subtotal 18 12 
Reading-related Courses   

ED 695 Practicum (delivering professional development specific to 
reading) 

1 1 

ED 750 Action Research in Schools (action research specific to reading) 3 3 
ED 754 Leadership in Schools (specific to reading specialists) 2 2 
ED 790 Seminar (portfolio development and comprehensive examination 
in reading) 

2 2 

Reading-related elective  3 3 
ED 605 Children’s and Young Adult Literature  3 
ED 748 Literacy and Cultural Diversity in Schools 3  

Subtotal 14 14 
Other Courses   

ED 630 Educational Collaboration and Research Methods 3 3 
ED 744 Curriculum Development and Instruction  3 
ED 748 Cultural Diversity in Schools  3 

Subtotal 3 9 
Degree Total 35 35 

* MER = proposed M.Ed. in Reading; MSCI = M.S. in Curriculum & Instruction/Reading 
specialization 
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Appendix A 
Individual Student Outcomes and Program Courses 

 
       Program Courses that Address the Outcomes 

Individual Student Outcome 
 

 
Prefix & 
Number 

 
Prefix & 
Number 

 
Prefix & 
Number 

 
Prefix & 
Number 

IRA 1 - Foundational Knowledge 
 
1.1 explain, compare, contrast, critique major 
theories 
1.2 summarize seminal reading studies and 
recount historical developments in reading 
1.3 identify, explain, compare, and contrast 
the theories and research in the areas of 
language development and learning to read 
1.4 are able to determine if students are 
appropriately integrating the components of 
fluent reading 

 
 
*ED 747 
Reading 
Research 
and Theory 
(IRA 1.1, 
1.2, 1.4) 
 
 

 

 
 
*ED 742 
Literacy 
and 
Language: 
Reading 
and 
Writing 
Instruction 
(IRA 1.3) 

 

 
 
*ED 757 
Methods, 
Models, 
and 
Materials 
for 
Literacy 
Instruction 
(IRA 1.4) 

 

 

IRA 2 – Instructional Strategies and 
Curriculum Materials 
 
2.1 Support classroom teachers and 
paraprofessionals in their use of grouping 
options 
2.2 Support classroom teachers and 
paraprofessionals in the use of a wide range 
of instructional practices, approaches and 
methods, including technology-based 
practices; help teachers select appropriate 
options and explain the evidence base for 
selecting practices to best meet the needs of 
all students 
2.3 Support classroom teachers and 
paraprofessionals in the use of a wide range 
of curriculum materials 

 
 
 
*ED 742 
Literacy 
and 
Language: 
Reading 
and 
Writing 
Instruction 
(IRA 2.1, 
2.2, 2.3) 
 

 

 
 
 
*ED 757 
Models, 
Methods, 
and 
Materials 
for 
Literacy 
Instruction 
(IRA 2.1, 
2.2, 2.3) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
*SEED 
550 
7-12 
Reading 
and 
Content 
Literacy  
(IRA 2.2) 
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IRA 3 – Assessment, Diagnosis, and 
Evaluation 
 
3.1 Compare and contrast, use, interpret, and 
recommend a wide range of assessment tools 
and practices and demonstrate appropriate 
use of assessments 
3.2 Support the classroom teacher in the 
assessment of individual students 
3.3 Assist the classroom teacher in using 
assessment to plan instruction for all students 
and use in-depth assessment information to 
plan individual instruction for struggling 
readers 
3.4 Communicate assessment information to 
various audiences for both accountability and 
instructional purposes 

 
 
*ELED 
659 
Assessment 
and 
Correction 
of 
Elementary 
Reading 
Difficulties 
(IRA 3.1, 
3.2, 3.3, 
3.4) 
 
 
 

 

 
 
*SEED 
650 
Assessment 
and 
Correction 
of  Reading 
Difficulties 
Grades 6-
12 (IRA 
3.1, 3.2, 
3.3, 3.4) 
 
 
 

 

 
 
*ED 695 
Practicum 
(IRA 3.1, 
3.2, 3.3, 
3.4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
*ED 754 
Leadershi
p in 
Schools 
(IRA 3.4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IRA 4 – Creating a Literate Environment 
 
4.1 Assist the classroom teacher and 
paraprofessional in selecting materials that 
match the reading levels, interests, and 
cultural and linguistic background of 
students 
4.2 Assist the classroom teacher in selecting 
books, technology-based information, and 
non-print materials representing multiple 
levels, broad interests, and cultural and 
linguistic backgrounds 
4.3 Demonstrate and model reading and 
writing for real purposes in daily interactions 
with students and education professionals 
and assist teachers and paraprofessionals to 
model reading and writing 
4.4 Use methods to effectively revise 
instructional plans to motivate all students 
and assist classroom teachers in designing 
programs that will intrinsically and 
extrinsically motivate students 

 
 
*ED 748 
Literacy 
and 
Cultural 
Diversity 
in Schools 
(IRA 4.1, 
4.2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
*ED 742 
Literacy 
and 
Language: 
Reading 
and 
Writing 
Instruction 
(IRA 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3, 
4.4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
*ED 757 
Models, 
Methods, 
and 
Materials 
for 
Literacy 
Instruction 
(IRA 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3, 
4.4) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
*SEED 
550 
7-12 
Reading 
and 
Content 
Literacy 
(IRA 4.1, 
4.2, 4.3, 
4.4) 
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IRA 5 – Professional Development 
 
5.1 Articulate the theories related to the 
connections between teacher dispositions and 
student achievement 
5.2 Conduct professional study groups for 
paraprofessionals and teachers, and assist 
them in identifying, planning, and 
implementing personal professional 
development plans 
5.3 Positively and constructively provide an 
evaluation of their own or others’ teaching 
practices 
5.4 Exhibit leadership skills in professional 
development; plan, implement, and evaluate 
professional development efforts; describe 
the characteristics of sound professional 
development  

 
 
*ED 748 
Literacy 
and 
Cultural 
Diversity 
in Schools 
(IRA 5.1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
*ED 754 
Leadership 
in Schools 
(IRA 5.1, 
5.2, 5.3, 
5.4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
*ED 695 
Practicum 
(IRA 5.1, 
5.2, 5.3, 
5.4) 
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