
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 4.A.4 
 

DATE: November 9, 2010 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  New Program – SDSU BS in Speech Communication 
 

South Dakota State University has submitted a proposal for B.S. in Speech 
Communication.  The new program would replace a degree/specialization terminated as a result 
of the Program Productivity Review. The University has offered instruction and programs in 
Speech for decades. The Executive Director waived the intent to plan due to the special 
circumstances.  The courses are offered now. The University does not request new State 
resources or any change in student fees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Provide any comments and concerns to Dr. Gough. 
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South Dakota State University 
New Program: B.S. in Speech Communication 
 

South Dakota Board of Regents 
New Undergraduate Degree Program 

 
University: South Dakota State University 
Major: Speech Communication 
       Existing or New Major (s): New 
Degree: Bachelor of Science 
       Existing or New Degree (s): Existing 
Intended Term of Implementation  Fall 2011 
Proposed CIP code: 9.0101 
University Department  Communication Studies & Theatre 
University Division Arts and Sciences 
 
University Approval 
To the Board and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this proposal, that I believe it 
to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university policy. 
 

   
President of the University  Date 

 
After approval by the President, a signed copy of the proposal should be transmitted to the Executive 
Director. Only after the Executive Director’s review should the proposal be posted on the university web 
site and the Board staff and the other universities notified of the URL. 
 
 
1. What are the purposes of the proposed program? 
 
South Dakota State University requests authorization to offer a B.S. in Speech Communication. 
The program would prepare students to enter careers in a variety of professions including 
education, business and industry, management, social and human services, corporate and non-
profit organizations and professional areas, such as law. In addition, speech communication 
majors are also prepared to enter graduate programs and pursue graduate degrees. The speech 
communication major will develop and refine oral and written communication skills while 
studying rhetorical, interpersonal and organizational communication practices and strategies in a 
variety of contexts including family, gender, political and intercultural and public speaking 
structures. In addition, the program will contribute to workforce development by preparing 
students for South Dakota employers. The University does not request new state resources.   
 
South Dakota State University has a long history of offering courses and programs in speech 
communications. In the 1904 yearbook from the South Dakota Agricultural College, the 
Department of Elocution and Physical Culture is documented. The design of the department was 
to, in part, produce public readers and speakers. Embedded in the curriculum were courses in 
speech. 
 
The Department of Communication Studies and Theatre was formally established in 1923 when 
the then titled Department of Speech separated from English, which was the national trend at the 
time.  The discipline has existed with a formal body of research since 1884, however the study of 
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elocution and reasoned argument dates back to Aristotle.  The Department of Speech became 
Communication Studies and Theatre in 1992.  The name change accurately reflects the variety of 
disciplines studied in the department.  
 
The proposed major in Speech Communication is consistent with the Land-Grant mission of 
South Dakota State University by providing a generalist approach to the study of the 
communication discipline. 
 
South Dakota State University now has students studying Speech Communication; however it is 
designated as a specialization. The designation of “major” will more accurately reflect the 
program that is currently in place. 
 
The Speech Communication major will be unique within the regental system. Existing programs 
in the state vary. Some programs in the state combine speech communication and mass 
communication courses in their curriculum. One program offers areas of concentration or focus 
in their undergraduate degree. The proposed major would be the only one in the state that 
contains a full curriculum of speech communication courses to provide a comprehensive plan of 
study of the theoretical, research and epistemological issues in the speech communication 
discipline. 
 
As a result of the Program Productivity Review, South Dakota State University eliminated the 
B.A. in Communication Studies and Theatre, Speech Communication specialization. At present, 
the Speech Communication specialization currently enrolls approximately 40 students. Over the 
past 5 years, the total number of graduates from Speech Communication and Theatre 
specializations combined has numbered 117. All of the courses needed for the major are 
currently in place and students currently in the specialization will be moved to the major 
designation.  
 
(Note: The Speech Education specialization will be attached to the proposed major in Speech 
Communication.)  
 
Workforce Need for Graduates 
 
Graduates of the proposed speech communication major will be valuable to businesses in a 
variety of industries, because of their knowledge base in communication, organizational and 
interpersonal behaviors.  
 
The National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE) reports the results of a survey of 
employers who ranked communication skills a top priority in hiring and the skill that was the 
most lacking in recent graduates.1 
 
Alumni of the program have established careers in a variety of areas in the workforce. While the 
following list is far from exhaustive, it represents a sample of the careers and jobs that graduates 
of the Speech Communication program have secured. 
 

                                                           
1  National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE). 2009. Job Outlook 2010.www.naceweb.org 

11-10AAC_4.A.4_new_prog_SDSU-BS-SpeechComm 3 of 9 Last Prin
 



South Dakota State University 
New Program: B.S. in Speech Communication 
 

Director of Business for Olson General Contractors; St. Paul, MN 
Desktop Support Analyst, General Mills, Inc.: Minneapolis, MN 
Communication Specialist, General Mills, Inc.; Minneapolis MN 
Vice President of Lone Star Staffing Services; Houston, TX 
Meeting, Marketing and Membership Assistant for a non-profit 
Several self-employment business owners 
Executive Director, Habitat for Humanity/South Dakota 
Director of Programs for Children with Special Needs/County of Oswego; Oswego, NY 
Technical Programs manager, Imagining and Web Services, Hewlett-Packard, Beaverton, 
OR 
Corporate Counsel for Home Federal Bank, Sioux Falls, SD 
Senior Risk Manager and Commercial Mortgage Underwriter, Oak Grove Capital, 
Minneapolis, MN 
Director of Community Relations and Alumni for the Sioux Falls Catholic Schools, 
Sioux Falls, SD 

 
Additional career tracks taken by Speech Communication graduates include: 
 

Law School 
Seminary 
Secondary teaching positions 
Medical School 
Sales positions in Ag Products and Services and Pharmaceuticals  
Marketing, especially in the banking industry 
Public Relations 

 
In addition, approximately one-third (1/3) of all Speech Communication graduates have gone on 
to pursue graduate degrees at either the Master’s and/or Doctoral level and are teaching or 
working at colleges and universities across the country. The following is a very brief list of these 
graduates: 

 
Assistant Professor of Communication, University of Texas, Austin 
Associate Professor and Director of Forensics, The Ohio State University 
Associate Professor and Director of Forensics, Winona State University 
Professor of Communication, South Dakota State University 
Instructor of Communications, Winona State University 
Director of Forensics, James Madison University 
Director of Forensics, Mankato State University 
Instructor, Southeast Technical Institute, Sioux Falls, SD 
Director, Teaching and Learning Center, South Dakota State University 
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, South Dakota Board of Regents 

 
Expected Student Demand 
 
Speech Communication studies is a strong program at South Dakota State University. New 
majors enter the program primarily after enrolling in the University as an undeclared major and 
participating in one of the oral communication course requirements. The new major typically 
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does not compete for students pursuing other degrees. It is intended to attract new students 
interested in preparing for jobs in diverse areas of the public and private sector. As a 
specialization, the Speech Communication area has attracted approximately 5-10 new majors 
each academic year. 
 
2.  Rationale 
 

A.  What is the rationale for the curriculum? 
 
The curriculum offers a broad range of courses in the speech communication area and is 
designed to prepare students for a variety of jobs and careers in business and industry, the 
public and private sector. Speech Communication majors will be trained to diagnose the 
nature of communication difficulties and to provide an approach to cope with them in a 
variety of societal contexts. As a result, speech communication majors are desired in a 
broad range of careers and professional disciplines. 

 
B.  Demonstrate that the curriculum is consistent with current national standards. 
Complete the tables below and explain any unusual aspects of the proposed curriculum. 

 
The University reviewed a number of programs including the University of Minnesota, 
Mankato, the University of Wyoming, the University of Nebraska, and Iowa State 
University. At most of these institutions, the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science 
degree are both available. Careful review of the above mentioned curricula demonstrates 
that the proposed SDSU curriculum is consistent with other national programs. 

 
C.  If a new degree is proposed, what is the rationale? 

 
A new degree is not proposed. South Dakota State University has a number of Bachelor 
of Science programs. 
 

D.  Summary of the Degree Program 
 

 
Speech Communication 

Credit 
Hours 

Credit 
Hours 

 
Percent 

System General Education Requirements 30   
Institutional Graduation Requirements 8-9   
Information Technology Literacy Requirements    

Subtotal, Degree Requirements  38 30% 
Required Support Courses (not included above) 0   
Major Requirements 36   
Major Electives 11   

Subtotal, Program Requirements  47 35% 
Free Electives 43 43 35% 

Degree Total 128 128 100% 
*If the proposed undergraduate degree program is to be available in more than one degree and the number 
or distribution of credits will vary, provide a separate table for each degree. 
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Required Support Courses outside the Major (NOT general education, institutional 
graduation or technology literacy requirements) 

 
Prefix 

 
Number 

 
Course Title 

Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no)

  No such courses in this program   
  Subtotal   

 
Major Requirements 
 
Prefix 

 
Number 

 
Course Title 

Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no)

SPCM 201 Interpersonal Communication 3 no 
SPCM 215 Public Speaking 3 no 
SPCM 222 Argumentation and Debate 3 no 
SPCM 305 Communication Research 3 no 
SPCM 405 Theories of Communication 3 no 
SPCM 410 Organizational Communication 3 no 
SPCM 434 Small Group Communication 3 no 
SPCM  485 Capstone Course in Speech Communication 3 yes 
  Major Electives 12  
  Subtotal 36  

 
Major Electives: List courses that may be taken as electives in the program. 
Indicate any new courses to be added specifically for the major. (If the list of 
existing courses is long, it may be provided as an appendix.) 

 
Prefix 

 
Number 

 
Course Title 

Credit 
Hours 

New 
(yes, no)

SPCM 281 Speech and Debate Activities 1 no 
SPCM 320 Communication in Interviewing 3 no 
SPCM 340 Oral Interpretation of Literature 3 no 
SPCM 415 Communication and Gender 3 no 
SPCM 416 Rhetorical Criticism 3 no 
SPCM 417 Political Communication 3 no 
SPCM 460 Family Communication 3 no 
SPCM 482 Travel Studies 1-5 no 
SPCM 491 Independent Study 1-3 no 
SPCM 492 Topics 1-5 no 
SPCM 494 Internship 1-12 no 
  Subtotal 23-44  

 
3.  Student Outcomes & Demonstration of Individual Achievement 
 

A.  What specific knowledge and competencies, including technology competencies, 
will all students demonstrate be able to demonstrate before graduation? The 
knowledge and competencies should be specific to the program and not routinely expected 
of all university graduates. Complete Appendix A – Outcomes using the system form. 
Outcomes discussed below should be the same as those in Appendix A.  The knowledge and 
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competencies specific to the program must be related to the proposed assessments in B and 
C below. 
 
Graduates in Speech Communication will be able to: 
 
1. Appropriately analyze and adapt oral and written messages that are effective, clear, and 

persuasive, given the audience and occasion. 
 
2. Demonstrate the communication skills necessary to engage in personal, professional, 

civic and social relationships. 
 
3. Critically evaluate verbal and nonverbal messages in differing social and cultural 

contexts in order to assess their effectiveness and ethical implications. 
 
4. Demonstrate comprehension of concepts relative to the theory and criticism of human 

communication. 
 
5. Demonstrate the ability to effectively gather information, research and analyze issues 

from a variety of perspectives. 
 

B.  What national instruments (examinations) are available to measure individual 
student achievement in this field? 

 
   Not Applicable 
 

C.  How will mastery by individual students be demonstrated? Describe the specific 
examinations or processes to be used. This is to include external measures.2 What will be 
the consequences for students who do not demonstrate mastery? 

 
Mastery by individual students will be demonstrated through the following methods: 
Students will be required to pass all courses within the major with a minimum grade of C. 
  
Students will be required to pass the Senior Capstone Course in Speech Communication 
with a minimum grade of C. In addition, students will be required to complete a portfolio 
within the context of the course that will reflect work done in courses taken within the 
major and will be developed to aid graduates in securing employment in their chosen field. 
The portfolio will be reviewed and a written assessment will be provided to the student. 
Students will be required to amend the portfolio if it does not pass the assessment with a 
grade of C or higher. 
 
Students who do not demonstrate mastery by receiving a grade of D or F in a course within 
the major will be required to retake the course. 
 
Students who do not demonstrate mastery by passing the Capstone Course in Speech 
Communication with a grade of C or higher will be required to retake the course. 

                                                           
2 What national examination, externally evaluated portfolio or student activity, etc will be used to verify that 
individuals have attained a high level of competence and identify those who need additional work? 

11-10AAC_4.A.4_new_prog_SDSU-BS-SpeechComm 7 of 9 Last Prin
 



South Dakota State University 
New Program: B.S. in Speech Communication 
 
 
4.  What instructional approaches and technologies will be used to teach courses in the 
program? This refers to the instructional technologies used to teach courses and NOT the 
technology applications students are expected to learn. 
 
Instructional approaches and technologies within the speech communication major will employ a 
combination of lecture, laboratory and seminar courses using appropriate computer 
demonstration and presentation software. 
 
5.  Did the University engage any developmental consultants3 to assist with the 
development of the curriculum? Were any professional or accrediting associations 
consulted during the development of the curriculum? What were the contributions of the 
consultants and associations to the development of curriculum? 
 
No consultants engaged. 
 
6.  Are students in the program expected to be new to the university, redirected from other 
programs or both? Complete the table and explain how the estimates were developed. If 
authorization for off-campus or distance delivery is requested in Section 9, add lines to the table 
for off-campus/distance students, credit hours, and graduates. 
 

 Fiscal Years* 
 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 

Estimates FY 11 FY 12 FY 13 FY 14 
Students new to the university 5 10 15 20 
Students from other university programs 5 10 10 10 
Continuing students     

= Total students in the program (fall) 10 20 25 30 
     
Program credit hours (major courses)** 90 310 585 930 
Graduates   10 15 

* Do not include current fiscal year. 
** This is the total number of credit hours generated by students in the program in the required or elective 
program courses.  

 
7.  If program accreditation is available, identify the organization and explain whether 
accreditation is required or optional, the resources required, and the University’s plans 
concerning the accreditation of this program. 
 
Program accreditation in Speech Communication is not available at this time. 
 

                                                           
3 Developmental consultants are experts in the discipline are hired by the university to assist with the development 
of a new program (content, courses, experiences, etc). Universities are encouraged to discuss the selection of 
developmental consultants with Board staff. 
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8.  Does the University request any exceptions to any Board policy for this program? 
Explain any requests for exceptions to Board Policy.  
 
None 
 
9.  Program Delivery 
 

A.  Does the University request authorization to deliver this entire program at any 
off-campus locations?  
No 

 
B. Does the University request authorization to deliver this entire program by 
distance technology 
No 

 
C.  Include off-campus tuition and site or delivery costs in the next section and in 
Appendix B. If off-campus or distance delivery authorization is not requested, enter 
“None.” 

 
None 
 

10. Costs, Budget and Resources 
 

Explain the amount and source(s) of any one-time and continuing investments in 
personnel, professional development, release time, time redirected from other 
assignments, instructional technology & software, other O&M, facilities, etc needed to 
implement the proposed major. Address off-campus or distance delivery separately. 
Complete Appendix B Budget and Resources and briefly summarize. 

 
South Dakota State University would implement this program with existing courses, faculty and 
materials. The resources to offer this major are already in place; therefore, no budget is attached. 
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