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SUBJECT:  Discipline Council Meetings – Issues Discussed 
 

A number of the discipline councils have had their first meetings of the year and they 
have begun deliberations.  As an observation, the patterns of the past few years continue.  Those 
councils that are discipline focused, including education, English, Fine Arts, HPER, and math as 
well as the recently formed arts and sciences council, have had their first meetings and agendas 
for the year are being finalized.  
 

As meetings are held, the groups have identified topics to address and, on occasion, they 
have raised questions that do require response.  The following summary is provided to give you a 
sense of the activities of these groups.  At the same time, members of AAC should be in contact 
with discipline council representatives throughout the year. 
 
Education:  Working on issues identified (tracking/reporting of programs in TE - CIP code 
assignment); recruitment of candidates especially in high need areas; curricular 
review/alignment.  In addition, the Council did discuss the limits some campuses are enforcing 
as the laptop initiatives unfold.  Many high schools are using Macs yet campuses are refusing to 
allow students to have any experience with these machines.  The Council does agree that 
campuses need to provide some flexibility.   
 
English:  The request to review the set of lower-level common courses paying particular 
attention to pre-requisites and co-requisites did elicit some discussions and concerns.  Additional 
info was requested.  The group also expressed concern about students enrolling in online courses 
offered by other institutions in the system.     
 
Fine Arts:  The group also expressed the concern that campuses are precluding the use of Macs, a 
common platform in the disciplines represented.  They asked that this concern be brought to 
AAC.  In addition, the group did have some discussions about the requirements for state 
approval of some TE programs offered in these disciplines.  Specifically, in addition to meeting 
the requirements established by the SPA, the programs are being required to complete additional 
self-studies to meet state requirements.   
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HPER:  Meeting scheduled for November 5.  If general issues are brought forward an update will 
be provided at the AAC meeting. 
  
Math:  The group is interested in reviewing the placement standards and has asked for a report of 
student success in their first math course disaggregated by ACT/Compass score.  In addition, the 
group is interested in establishing a common remediation strategy that would be self-paced, 
competency based.  Discussions will be held with Pearson. 
  
Arts and Sciences:  Obviously, this group is focusing on the system-wide program review of 
programs with few graduates.  In addition, there were discussions about the shared programs in 
modern languages with concerns being voiced that the model used is no longer effective.  This 
group will be reviewing this with faculty. 
 
 
 
 


