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SUBJECT:  Change of Instructional Method Code – Secondary Methods Courses 
 

The Education Discipline Council met earlier this year and considered a proposal to 
change the instructional method code for a set of secondary methods courses (see attached list).  
As was noted, these courses routinely do not meet the established enrollment limits and they are 
therefore included in the set of courses that can be exempted under policy.   
 

However, it was observed that these courses involve the demonstration and application of 
theory and do include significant one-on-one student/instructor interaction.  Further, these 
courses are designed to promote student exploration and experimentation under the guidance of 
an instructor.  Therefore, it was agreed that these should be coded as A, small group instruction, 
rather than D, discussion/recitation, or R, lecture, as most of them are now.   
 

While the recommendation captures some of the definition of a small group course, there 
are additional requirements.  The definition is,  

 
1. STUDIO COURSE/SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION/SMALL ENSEMBLE THE 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD IS “A” 
Course involves the demonstration and application of design and theory in a defined physical 
setting (i.e., studio). The Studio Course is characterized by significant one-on-one 
student/instructor interaction. Students explore and experiment under the guidance of an 
instructor. Section size is typically restricted (1 - 9 students). Space, equipment limitations, 
specimens, use of hardware and software, or project oriented groups determine the section size. 
Includes small music ensembles e.g. trios, quartets, quintets, or any music ensemble of fewer 
than ten performers. 
 

It appears that this method is assigned to classes that for a range of academic reasons are 
restricted to fewer than ten students rather than to classes that by practice enroll fewer than ten 
students.   
 

Since this does involve a significant number of courses offered by five of the campuses, 
this item was brought forward by the discipline council for consideration.  Members of AAC 
should discuss this with representatives from education. 

 
 

****************************************************************************** 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

  
Discussion and Recommendation, if any. 

  



 
 

Change Instructional Method Code to A: Small Group Instruction. Course involves 
the demonstration and application of theory. Significant one-on-one 
student/instructor interaction. Students explore and experiment under the guidance 
of an instructor.  Section size is typically under 10.  
 
 
SEED 411 7-12 Speech Methods 
SEED 413 7-12 Science Methods   
ARTE 414 K-12 Art Methods  
SEED 415 7-12 Social Science Methods 
SEED 418 7-12 Math Methods  
SEED 424 7-12 Language Arts Methods     
MLED 480 Middle Level Methods 
MFL 420 K-12 Foreign Language Methods 
BED 480 7-12 Business Education Methods 
TECH 350 Methods of Teaching Technology (unique course) 
PE 481 PE Methods and Evaluation (unique course) 
 


