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SUBJECT:  Review of General Education Goal 7 
 

The Board of Regents has established a set of General Education requirements including 
one which relates to the ability to use technologies in an academic setting.  While this goal 
ultimately focused on “information literacy”, a review of the record shows that at least initially, 
this goal also included the expectation that all students could use computers to complete common 
functions (e-mail, word processing, spreadsheets, web browsing, etc.).  Further, it was initially 
proposed that an Information Literacy proficiency exam would be developed.  However, after 
some work on this the Academic Affairs Council (AAC) decided that this strategy was not 
practical, simply because did not have the resources to develop, maintain and administer a high 
stakes exam.   

 
As a result, AAC recommended that the evaluation of efforts to achieve this Goal be 

incorporated into the assessment plans of each of the universities.  However, policies specifying 
the Information Literacy General Education Goal (Goal 7) did not include a list of courses that 
address the identified student learning outcomes as is common with the other goals. As part of 
the efforts, each of the campuses had identified a set of classes that address information literacy.  
As a result, BOR policies 2:7 Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum and 2:26 Associate 
Degree General Education Curriculum were recently modified to include the small set of courses 
where institutions address this Goal.   

 
However, in every case these courses fulfill a requirement in Goal 1 or Goal 2.  While the 

initial strategy was to list these courses again under Goal 7, a campus has noted that not all 
courses offered under these two goals are listed here and this is causing issues for students.  
While it would be possible to again revise these policies to include under Goal 7 all of the 
courses that are approved under Goals1 and 2, another solution was identified. 

 
If every course meeting Goals 1 or Goal 2 also meets Goal 7, then Goal 7 may be 

considered a sub-goal of these two.  If this is the case, AAC might want to consider a revision 
that would include incorporating Goal 7 information literacy, within the written and oral 
communications goals, Goals 1 and 2.    

 
If there is interest, AAC could agree to appoint a faculty-based working group to consider 

this and to make a recommendation back to the Council. 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Form a working group to consider revisions to general education. 


