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****************************************************************************** 
 

SUBJECT:  Revisions to Board Policy 5:5:4 – Tuition and Fees: Fees 
 

The Board recently approved the addition of a section to Board Policy 5:5:4 which was 
enacted to clarify the tuition and fees that would be assessed on students participating in Board 
approved international exchange programs that included strategies to balance the numbers of 
participants, allowing them to each pay a share of the costs of attendance.  At the same time, the 
Board required that all agreements with international institutions that allowed student exchanges 
of this type needed to be renegotiated and reapproved by July 2010.   
 

The campuses began working on this immediately.  However, staff members responsible 
for these agreements who are aware of best practices quickly noted that the requirements 
established in policy were different than those commonly used.  Specifically, the policy 
established requires students participating in exchanges of this type to pay tuition to their home 
institution and fees to their host institution.  Best practice suggests that students pay tuition and 
(general) fees to their home institution and only very specific fees to their host institution.  While 
there are a number of reasons for this distinction, prime among these is the simple fact that the 
separate terms tuition and fees are used in different ways internationally (and even nationally), 
but as a single term tuition and fees actually encapsulates remarkably similar costs.   
 

The proposed changes capture this.  This recommendation requires those students 
participating under an approved exchange agreement to pay tuition and fees to their home 
institution and any special (course) fees to their host institution.  Driving this down to the 
practical level, ALL outgoing students (SD students) would be required to pay tuition, USF, 
GAF and salary enhancement fees to the Regental university.  All incoming (international) 
students pay special discipline fees, course fees, international student fee, and room and Board to 
the Regental university.   
 

This policy does not cover those South Dakota and international students studying here or 
abroad whether participating under any other type of agreement or not.  These students will be 
responsible for paying all applicable tuition and fees.   
 

Any agreed upon policy language will be forwarded to BAC with a recommendation to 
approve.   Members of the Council should review this with those responsible for promoting and 
managing international exchange programs.   
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

Forward the recommended revision to Board policy 5:4:4 to BAC with the 
recommendation that the change be made. 



 
 
5:5:4:  Tuition and Fees: Fees 
 
4. Fees to be Charged to Students from Foreign Universities participating under Board 
approved International Exchange Agreements 
 
Students participating under Board approved international exchange agreements on foreign 
exchange agreements pay tuition and common fees to their home campus. All system fees, 
mandatory fees, special discipline fees, course fees, and other unique fees as well as  salary 
enhancement fees, delivery fees, and room and board fees should be assessed to exchange 
students. 
 

A. All new, revised or renewals of cooperative agreements with foreign universities that 
include provisions for student exchanges submitted for Board approval after July 1, 2009 
are to require that students from the foreign university are to pay all applicable fees, 
including but not limited to, the USF, GAF, salary enhancement fees, special discipline 
fees, course fees, and appropriate room and board fees. 

B. All existing agreements with foreign universities are to be renegotiated and submitted for 
Board approval before July 1, 2010. The intent is that in FY2011 all students from 
foreign universities enrolled under a Board approved exchange agreement  cooperative 
agreement will pay all applicable fees, including but not limited to, the USF, GAF, salary 
enhancement fees, special discipline fees, course fees and appropriate room and board 
fees. 

B.C. Out-bound students from South Dakota Regental institutions will be required to 
pay tuition, USF, GAF, and salary enhancement fees, based on full-time enrollment. 

D. This policy does not cover those South Dakota and international students studying here or 
abroad whether participating under any other type of agreement or not.  These students 
will be responsible for paying all applicable tuition and fees.   

 
 


