
 

 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  6.J 
 

DATE:  November 13, 2008 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Mobile Computing Initiative Update 
 

During their October meeting, the Board of Regents approved the recommendations set 
forth in the system implementation plan after voting to remove sections of the report that discuss 
the funding sources for the initiative.  The student federation raised a number of concerns with 
the existing implementation plan and has asked for additional clarification on recommendations 
related to the proposed computer requirements and faculty integration in the classroom.  As a 
result, two issues continue to unfold related to this project. 
 
 First, representatives from the student federation fought for a range of computer 
specifications (high, medium, and low level requirements) that would meet requirements for 
disciplines/programs with varying levels of classroom integration.  This was included in the 
second recommendation of the implementation plan, however students also requested a 
guarantee that students would be allowed to opt-out of the recommended vendor and provide 
assurances that opt-out options will be a long-term option for future students.  Work has begun to 
begin developing a system-wide opt-out form modeled from the procedures developed by DSU 
(see Attachment I) and provide more clear reference to such procedures in the implementation 
plan.  Second, student federation representatives have indicated that language in the classroom 
integration section of the report portrays the initiative as a mandatory program which forces all 
faculty, regardless of discipline, to make considerable strides for integrating technology into their 
curriculum during the proposed timeline (see BHSU Resolution in Attachment II).  
Representatives have suggested a different approach, whereby faculty would begin to implement 
at their own pace, and integration would be incentivized.  Paul Turman has organized meetings 
with the student representatives from USD (November 11th) and SDSU (November 24th) to 
discuss possible resolutions to Student Federation concerns to garner support prior to the 
legislative session.  An update regarding these campus conversations will be provided.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Discussion. 



 

 

Attachment I 
 

 



 

 

Attachment II 
 

Resolution 2008-2009 

Sponsors:  Jill Kary-President    Jamie Richey-Vice President 

  Robert Calvert-Minister of Finance  Newley Kartak-Executive Secretary 

  Wendy Kummer-Senator, College of Education 

  Amber Haessig-Senator, College of Business and Technology 

  Jodi Oliver-Senator, College of Arts and Sciences 

Title: Mobile Computing at BHSU 

WHEREAS the South Dakota Board of Regents has placed a high priority on creating a mobile 

computing environment on state university campuses; and 

WHEREAS the students of BHSU recognize that our campus is in much need of infrastructure 

updates to remain competitive in recruitment of new students; and 

WHEREAS the student population at BHSU continues to diversify and expand; and 

WHEREAS each student at BHSU is entitled to and responsible for his or her own style of 

learning; therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED that the BHSU Student Senate would not support a mobile computing 

initiative without specific provisions for financial hardship, international, and non-traditional 

students as well as students with physical disabilities on our campus; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the BHSU Student Senate would not support a mobile 

computing initiative that mandates each student in every course and classroom learn within an 

inflexible, standardized course structure. 

Pass           Fail          (Date: 11 / 3  / 2008 ) 

Roll Call: Aye         Nay        (Date:    /    /    ) 

Chairperson Signature: 

X 


