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SUBJECT:  Credit by Exam and Validation 
 

AAC has discussed the institutional guidelines that control acceptance and transcripting 
of credit by exam (See AAC Item 8.M, June 2007; AAC Item 8.A.3, August 2007; AAC Item 
6.B.3, September 2007; AAC Item 6.B, November 2007; AAC Item 6.E, August 2008; AAC 
Item 6.D, September 2008).   
 

Last November, AAC referred this to the Registrars with request to review the matrix and 
develop guidelines that can be commonly used.  The Registrars responded with the attached 
matrix which outlines the practices within the system. 
 

This process is governed by Section 10 of Board Policy 2:5 – Transfer of Credit which is 
attached.  Clearly, the policy establishes that these credits do need to be handled in a common 
manner.   

 
Following the discussion in August, AAC members agreed to take this matrix back to 

campus for further review.  It was agreed that common criteria needed to be established.  The 
Registrar’s reviewed the policies and practices and forwarded a set of common recommendations 
(attached).  Each campus should be prepared to discuss any remaining issues and to approve 
these proposed guidelines.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion and recommendation.  



 
Campus-Specific Policies:  Credit by Exam and Validation 

 
 

 BHSU DSU NSU SDSMT SDSU USD 
Credit by Exam is not allowed: 

 If the student has previously completed the course for 
collegiate credit 

X X X X X x 

 If the student previously enrolled in the course of interest, 
but withdrew following six or more weeks of instruction 

   X X  

 If the student previously attempted the exam and failed  X  X   
Credit for CLEP test is not conferred: 

 If the student is currently enrolled in an upper level 
course of the same prefix 

X Some 
exceptions
apply 

  X  

 If the student enrolled in a course with the same prefix 
and withdrew (grade of W) 

   X   

Credit by Validation is not allowed: 
 To exceed 32 credits for baccalaureate degrees 

X X X x X x 

 To exceed 16 credits for associate degrees X X X x X x 
 If the student previously audited or visited or is currently 

registered for the class 
X x X x X x 

 For any graduate level courses(exceptions for some 
programs) 

X x X x X x 

 To fulfill any physical education requirements   X    
 To be used for upper-level electives   X  X  

Additional guidelines of relevance: 
 Courses for which no CLEP test is offered:  Credit by 

Exam is orchestrated at the campus level 

X X X x X X 

 CLEP tests may be retaken only following a lapse of six 
months (consistent with CLEP policy) 

x X X x X X 

 
 


