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SUBJECT:  Placement Guidelines – Mathematics 
 

A question has been asked about the application of the mathematics placement guidelines 
to transfer students from non-regental institutions.  The guidelines state,  
 

“ 6. Transfer Students from Non-Regental Institutions 
Transfer students who have not completed the equivalent of ENGL 101 and/or MATH 
102 are subject to the placement requirements outlined above for first-time students based 
on the availability of valid ACT scores.” 
 
As this guideline is applied within the system, transfer students are placed based on an 

ACT or COMPASS score.   
 

As a result, some transfer students may be required to enroll in MATH 101 – 
Intermediate Algebra.  As is discovered each year, a number of these transfer students already 
have completed an Intermediate Algebra course which already has been accepted and 
transcripted as MATH 101.  As a result, these students have a transcript stating that they have 
earned credit for this course but because of a placement score, they are required to repeat it.  As a 
note, this is not only an academic issue, it also may affect the students’ financial aid. 
 

Further, the placement guidelines differentiates between this group of transfer students 
and those that are transferring intra-system or even from one of the South Dakota Technical 
Institutes.  For these second two groups, the guidelines allow students to continue on in sequence 
without further testing.   
 
 
 

continued 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion and Recommendation.   



 
In sum, there are two conflicting sets of policies here.  Section 3.A of Board Policy 2:5 

which governs transfer of credit states,  
 

“All undergraduate transfer courses and all transfer grades (whether the grades are 
passing or not passing) must be recorded and an equivalency specified by the Regental 
university, calculated into grade point averages according to the Regental grade scheme, 
and recorded on the student’s academic transcript.” 
 

As noted above, Section 4 of Board Policy 2:7 which governs placement states,  
 

“Effective Spring 2000, entering students must show evidence of their level of academic 
preparation prior to their enrollment into their initial mathematics and English courses. 
All entering students seeking an associate or baccalaureate degree must provide valid 
Enhanced ACT scores (within the last five years) or must take the ACT COMPASS 
examination in the areas of writing skills, mathematics, and reading.” 
 
It is recommended that the policy governing placement be revised to recognize that 

transfer students who have passed an Intermediate Algebra course may continue in the course 
sequence without additional placement testing.    
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