
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 6.I 
 

DATE: November 15, 2007 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Development of End of Course Exam Questions 
 

The development of a set of End of Course exam questions was discussed during the 
September AAC meeting (See attached AAC Agenda Item 6.L., September 2007).  In addition, 
this project has been discussed multiple times by the Assessment Committee. 
 

However, it appears that there is still significant lack of understanding about this project.  
Members of AAC should be prepared to raise questions/concerns arising on the campuses.  
 

Sets of questions for all courses except CHEM 106 have been prepared.  A strategy to 
engage faculty members in chemistry will need to be developed.   
 

The next step in this project calls for a system-wide review by the appropriate Discipline 
Council or a group of discipline-based faculty identified by the campuses.  A plan to accomplish 
this should be discussed.   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion. 
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ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 6.L 
 

DATE: September 27, 2007 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Development of End of Course Exam Questions 
 

This summer, a group of faculty spent a week working with high school teachers to 
develop questions that will be used as the foundational set of End of Course Exam questions for 
select high school courses.  This activity included some review of the high school discipline 
based exit/graduation standards and how these align with the expectations university faculty have 
for students entering the University.  In addition, there were discussions of standards-based test 
question selection/development which prepared the participants to develop items for the test 
bank.  
 

In addition, there were expectations that a similar exercise would be completed for a set 
of common entry level university courses.  This part of the project will lead to the development 
of questions from which faculty members will be expected to select a set to include as part of the 
course final exam.  This project is not designed to develop a common final exam.  To put this in 
perspective, the system has established a single catalog of common courses that have a set of 
expected student outcomes.  These are established in Board Policy (See Policy 2:7 – 
Baccalaureate General Education Curriculum).  Since the set of sections offered on the separate 
campuses for each of these common courses are expected to meet common outcomes, the use of 
test questions from this test bank will demonstrate that this is indeed the case.  In addition, this 
project should allow the universities to address the common complaint that the expectations 
established for these courses are really the same as that for the high school courses. 
 

As a first step, each participant has been asked to outline the basic concepts/knowledge 
set that they expect students in the course to master.  These statements will reflect the standards 
that drove the K-12 question writing process.  Once this is accomplished, each participant has 
been asked to prepare a set of questions that can be reviewed by the other members of the group 
preparing questions.  As a final step, the set of questions will be reviewed by the appropriate 
Discipline Council or a group of discipline-based faculty identified by the campuses.   
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion. 
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At this time, teams are working on the following courses: 
 
Biology – BIOL 101 
Chemistry – CHEM 106 
Physics – PHYS 101 
Geography – GEOG 101 
Government – POLS 100 
US History – HIST 151 and HIST 152 
Western Civilization (World History) – HIST 121 and HIST 122 
 

An update of this activity will be provided.  In some disciplines, we may be soliciting 
additional test question writers, each of whom will receive a $500 stipend.  Members of AAC 
should also be prepared to suggest ways to complete the review and to further this project. 
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