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SUBJECT:  International Experiences - Granting General Education Credit 
 

Last month, Dr. Whitehead circulated a query about institutional practices that allow the 
granting of general education credit to students who participate in a “study abroad” program (see 
attached).  Both SDSU and NSU responded that they do have established processes that include a 
review of established outcomes that do permit this. 
 

It does make sense that this should be promoted.  A common complaint from those 
outside of the academy who are supporters of international experiences is that these activities are 
rarely integrated into a student’s program of study.  Rather, students are most commonly given 
generic credit which can count to meet elective requirements which in many cases are not 
required for graduation.   
 

There are many examples of successful programs that have established mechanisms to 
use credit earned from these experiences to fulfill core requirements.  This is especially true in 
those cases where institutional faculty members design and coordinate the experiences.  
However, it is often possible in other cases to shape the students experience to address 
established outcomes.   
 

Members of AAC should be prepared to discuss this topic. 
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RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion. 



 
 
From: Whitehead, Karen L.(SDSM&T-VP)  
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2007 5:45 PM 
To: Wittmayer, Cecelia; Gingerich, Sam; Gabriel, Jodi; Myers, Dean; Peterson, Carol; Moen, Matthew; 
Arnold, Clyde 
Subject: A Question about Study Abroad 
 
Colleagues, 
  
I know that some of you are much more involved in faculty led, for credit courses that 
involve international travel than we are.  It seems to me as I look at the descriptions on 
your websites that many of these meet the intent of general education goals 3 or 4, or 
perhaps both. 
  
My question:  do you grant general education credit for any of these courses?  If so, 
what process do you use to determine whether gen ed credit is appropriate?  If not, 
would you be interested in exploring this question together? 
  
Thanks, 
Karen 
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