
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 4.D.4 
 

DATE: November 15, 2007 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  Intent to Plan – SDSU: Doctor of Nursing Practice 
 

SDSU has submitted an intent to plan for a Doctor of Nursing Practice (D.N.P.).  The 
DNP is a practice degree and is replacing the master’s degree as the degree for nurse 
practitioners.  The existing Ph.D. in Nursing is a research degree.  SDSU notes that 49 DNP 
programs have been established in the U.S.  The curriculum example provided in the intent to 
plan is from the University of Texas Health Sciences Center in Houston. 
 

SDSU will reallocate resources to support the program. The University will not request 
new State resources. 
 

Healthcare Workforce Initiative:  The University intends to design a program that will 
prepare mid-level practitioners who will work in South Dakota. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

Provide any comments and concerns to Dr. Gough for COPS memorandum.   
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South Dakota Board of Regents 

 
Intent to Plan for a  Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)  

 
Use this form to request authorization to plan a new baccalaureate major, a new associate degree program, 
or a new graduate program. The Executive Director or the Board may request additional information. 

 
UNIVERSITY: South Dakota State University 
DEGREE(S) AND TITLE OF PROGRAM: Doctor of Nursing Practice 
INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: September 2008 
 

University Approval 
To the Board and the Executive Director: I certify that I have read this intent to plan, that I 
believe it to be accurate, and that it has been evaluated and approved as provided by university 
policy. 

David Chicoine  November, 2007 
President of the University  Date 

After approval by the President, a signed copy of the proposal should be transmitted to the Executive 
Director.  Only after Executive Director review should the proposal be posted on the university web site 
and the Board staff and the other universities notified of the URL. 
 
1. What is the general nature of the proposed program? What is the expected demand for 

graduates in South Dakota? What is the need for the proposed program? 
 
General Nature: SDSU requests authority to plan a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) Program.  
The program will prepare Registered Nurses (RNs) for advanced practice positions.  The DNP is 
replacing the master’s degree for nurse practitioners.  The plan is to implement this program with 
reallocation of internal funding. The Doctorate in Nursing Practice (DNP) is intended to prepare 
Advanced Practice Nurses (APNs which includes Nurse Practitioners, Nurse Anesthetists, 
Clinical Nurse Specialists, and Nurse Midwives) at the professional doctoral level in order to 
transform change in the clinical practice at the most advanced level of nursing.   
 
The DNP is a practice degree and differs from the existing PhD in Nursing which is research 
oriented and focuses on generating new knowledge. An individual with DNP preparation will 
facilitate translation of this new research knowledge into practice for more effective patient care. 
This program proposal is similar to SDSU’s practice PharmD Degree and the research-oriented 
PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences.   
 
Expected Demand:  A needs survey was conducted in July 2007. There are more than 200 
current master’s prepared nurse practitioners in South Dakota who are ready to return for this 
practice doctoral degree in order to enhance health care delivery in South Dakota. 
 
Need for the DNP: The program will provide doctorally-prepared advanced practice nurses for 
South Dakota’s rural, frontier, and reservation areas. By 2015, all nurse practitioners must be 
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prepared with a DNP in order to sit for the certification examination. Currently, there are 49 
Colleges of Nursing in the United States with DNP programs. 
 
2. What is the relationship of the proposed program to the University’s mission as 

provided in South Dakota statute and Board of Regents Policy? 
 
SDCL 13-58-1. Designated as South Dakota’s land-grant university, South 
Dakota State University, formerly the state college of agriculture and mechanical 
arts, located at Brookings, in Brookings county, shall be under the control of the 
Board of Regents and shall provide undergraduate and graduate programs of 
instruction in the liberal arts and sciences and professional education in 
agriculture, education, engineering, home economics, nursing and pharmacy, and 
other courses or programs as the board of regents may determine. 

 
SDSU’s mission involves teaching, research/scholarship, and service (Board Policy 1:10:2 South 
Dakota State University Mission Statement).  
 
As the land-grant university, SDSU is committed to serving the health care needs of the state. All 
RNs are licensed [see SDCL 20:48:03] through the NCLEX-RN examination following the 
completion of an associate or a baccalaureate degree from an approved school or college of 
nursing.  RNs who are educated as a nurse practitioner, nurse midwife, clinical nurse specialist, 
or nurse anesthetist write an additional national certification examination in the area of their 
advanced practice preparation. 
 
3. Are there any related programs in the regental system? If there are related programs, 

why should the proposed program be added? If there are no related programs within the 
system, enter “None.”      

 
None 
 
4. Are there related programs at public colleges and universities in Minnesota, North 

Dakota, Montana, and Wyoming?1 If there are related programs in these states list 
below under each state and explain why the proposed program is needed in South 
Dakota. If there are no related programs in a state, enter “None” for that state. 

 
Minnesota 

University of  Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN – DNP in Nursing 
 

North Dakota 
Tri-College University Nursing Consortium (Concordia College, Minnesota State 
University, Moorhead, & North Dakota State University), Fargo, ND-Moorhead, 
MN. 

                                                 
1 This question addresses opportunities available through Minnesota Reciprocity and the Western Undergraduate 
Exchange in adjacent states. List only programs at the same degree level as the proposed program. For example, if 
the proposed program is a baccalaureate major, then list only related baccalaureate majors in the other states and do 
not include associate or graduate programs. 



 
Montana 

None 
 

Wyoming 
None 

 
The DNP is needed in South Dakota because, as noted above, the population of potential 
students are already employed within the state or enrolled in SDSU’s Master’s program, and 
desire to advance their education without moving out of the state. The College of Nursing has 
Certified Nurse Practitioners who are experienced faculty and will teach in this program. 
 
5. Are students expected to be new to the university or redirected from other programs? 

How many majors are expected in the first years of the program? How many graduates 
are expected? 

 
These students will be new to the university.  Twenty new students will be admitted in the first 
year of the program.  It is expected that 15-17 of these 20 will graduate within three years. 
 
 
6. Does the university intend to seek authorization to deliver this entire program at any 

off-campus locations? If yes, enter location(s) and intended start date(s). Does the 
university intend to seek authorization to deliver this entire program by distance 
technology? If yes, identify delivery method(s) and intended start date(s). 

 
Off-campus Yes, at the University Center in Sioux Falls in fall 2008 
Distance delivery Yes, online internet (blended classroom and online) in fall 2008 

 

7. What are the University’s plans for obtaining the resources needed to implement the 
program? Indicate “yes” or “no” in the columns below. 

 
 Development/Start-up Long-term Operation 
Reallocate existing resources Yes Yes 
Apply for external resources Yes  HRSA Grant Yes 
Ask Board to seek new State resources No No 

 
The program will be on state support.  The current 48 credits of the nurse practitioner program 
are on state support. These proposed 31 additional credits will also be on state support through 
reallocation of internal funding. 
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8. Curriculum Example: Provide (as Appendix A) the curriculum of a similar program at 
another college or university. The Appendix should provide the required and elective 
courses in the program. Catalog pages or web materials may be used. Identify the college 
or university and explain why the program may be used as one model when the 
proposed program is developed. 

 
The University of Texas Health Sciences Center in Houston is used as an example curriculum 
because of it reputation for the preparation of highly sought after nursing graduates from its DNP 
program. The American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) web site lists 49 DNP 
programs across the United States. The curriculum from Johns Hopkins, The Ohio State 
University, University of Washington, University of Kentucky, Purdue University, and Columbia 
University (New York) will also be examined as the proposal is prepared. 
 
See Appendix A for example curricula from The University of Texas Health Sciences Center in 
Houston. 
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Appendix A 

Post Master’s Entry into Doctorate of Nursing Practice (DNP) 
The University of Texas Health Sciences Center in Houston 

 
  FALL SPRING SUMMER 

YEAR  
1 

Scholarly Foundations for 
Advanced Practice (3) 
  
Ethics in Health Care (3) 

Evidence Based Practice(3)

 
Health Informatics (3) 

Interprofessional Practice and 
Quality Outcomes (3) 

Translational 
 Research (3) 

  Total credits: 6 Total credits: 6 Total credits: 6 

YEAR 
2 

Advanced Differential 
Diagnosis & Clinical 
Management I (5) 

Clinical Leadership in Health 
Care Organizations (3) 

Portfolio Advisement 

Advanced Differential 
Diagnosis & Clinical 
Management II (5) 

Emerging Science for 
Clinical Practice (3) 

Portfolio Advisement 

Practice Management (2) 

  

  

 
Portfolio Advisement 

  Total credits: 8 Total credits: 8 Total credits: 2 

YEAR 
3 

DNP Practicum & Seminar I 
(5) 

Portfolio Advisement 

DNP Practicum & Seminar II 
(5) 

Portfolio Advisement 

  

  

  Total credits: 5 Total credits: 5 Total Program  
    Credits: 46  

 
 


	SUBJECT:  Intent to Plan – SDSU: Doctor of Nursing Practice
	RECOMMENDED ACTION
	University Approval


