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************************************************************************* 
 
SUBJECT:  Student Technology Fellows 
 
 At the October Academic Affairs Council (AAC) retreat appropriate use of student technology 
fellows was discussed.  Attachment I contains information regarding the Student Technology Fellow 
program.  The last bullet under the heading “What is the specific work that fellows will perform?” 
indicates that assisting with instruction via the Digital Dakota Network (DDN) is indeed an acceptable use 
of Student Technology Fellow labor. 
 
 Josh Riedy has been tasked with reviewing the Student Technology Fellowship program and 
reestablishing an annual report.  Each campus is asked to forward the name of its Student Technology 
Fellow manager to Josh. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
************************************************************************************ 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

 Information only. 
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ATTACHMENT I 
South Dakota Board of Regents 

 
Student Technology Fellows 

 
 
The Technology Fellowship program provides students special opportunities to develop 
professional-level skills in the design and implementation of communications technology 
for instructional purposes.  University policies implementing the Technology Fellowship 
program will be tailored to achieve these core purposes. 
 
How will the students be selected? 
 

All student technology fellows must be South Dakota residents and enrolled as full-time, 
degree-seeking undergraduates. All fellows will be expected to earn satisfactory grades and 
make regular progress toward graduation. The Fellowship is limited to eight academic semesters. 
 

Each fellow will have information technology experience and skills that will allow him or 
her to assist a faculty member with the use of technology in teaching. 

 
Each university may add additional selection criteria for its own technology fellows. 

Examples might include grade point average, technology experience, etc. 
 

Each university will manage the selection of its own fellows. 
 
What will be the relationship with the fellow? 
 

Each student offered a technology fellowship would have to formally accept the 
requirements and expectations of the program. Where deemed appropriate and as an integrated 
part of the student’s program, institutions may award up to one hour of academic credit for field 
experience per semester as a part of the program. 
 
How will the fellows be managed? 
 

Each university will appoint a manager for the Student Technology Fellows program who 
will oversee their selection and assignments. The manager will be responsible for insuring that 
students are meeting their fellowship and professional development obligations. The manager 
will also be responsible for overseeing the professional development part of the program (see 
below). Each technology fellow will be required to maintain a log of his or her experiences and 
professional development.  
 
How will students be assigned to assist faculty? 
 

Each university will structure an approach that fits its environment and needs. Structures 
might include assignment of fellows to the university’s instructional design and support center, 
to an academic college or department, or to individual faculty to work on specific projects and 
courses. A university may choose to assign fellows in different ways. 
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How will the professional development program work? 
 

Each university will structure an on-going development program that extends the skills 
and knowledge of the individual fellows. Programs might include updates on new software, 
reviews of existing technology applications in higher education, seminars on experiences in 
applications of technology, etc. 
 
What is the specific work that fellows will perform? 
 

The assignments will constitute significant contributions to the use of technology in 
college instruction and provide the student with significant career-related work experience.  

 
Technology Fellows do not fill the roles played by work-study students, teaching 

assistants or research assistants, accordingly the list of tasks that the fellows will not be 
performing include: 

 Word-processing of tests, course handouts, etc 
 Putting information in an electronic form for research projects 
 Preparing presentations for professional meetings 
 Entering management data into a spread sheet 
 Performing clerical functions for faculty members 

 
The list of potential assignments is open-ended, but they might include the following 

types of assignments: 
 Assist in the education of faculty with on-line searches of different information 

databases. 
 Assist a faculty member in preparation of a computer-based simulation to be used with a 

class. 
 Assist in the development of WEB-CT designs for a course. 
 Assist in the production of multimedia course presentations.  
 Assist in course design and preparation for a distance education class using technology.  
 Assist in the preparation of a classroom for the use of technology in the delivery of the 

class. 
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