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****************************************************************************** 
 
SUBJECT:  General Education Changes 
 

At the AAC retreat, it was recognized that campuses should follow internal procedures 
for approval of changes to general education courses. However, at the system-level nothing 
was decided pending a discussion with the Executive Director.   

 
The Executive Director agrees that a once a year approval process made sense but he 

wanted to know a bit about the structure for this.  Further, he had one caution; this needs to be 
close to a zero sum game.  It is recognized that courses may be added to institutional lists.  
However, you will recall that several Board members commented that they were concerned by 
the number of courses offered to meet narrowly defined requirements.  
 

The proposal SDSU developed makes sense for IGR’s, globalization and the writing 
requirement (parts of GE under the control of a single University).  Since the requirements 
have been approved by the Board and the courses that fulfill the requirements are set in policy, 
changes will require Board approval.  System core requirements will need to be dealt with 
separately since changes in that area will impact all of the Universities. 
 

Since proposals submitted will lead to changes in Board Policy, we do need to make 
sure that the agenda item is driven by this policy change.  Dr. Gingerich recommends that each 
addition include a course syllabus to clearly establish that the proposed course meets 
established goals/student learning outcomes.  In addition, the agenda item should include the 
revised sections of the policy and a summary of the proposed changes.  Finally, since these do 
need to go before the Board for approval, it is proposed that these be included in AAC’s 
agenda with other curricular changes.   
 
 AAC needs to approve the process and schedule. 
 
 
****************************************************************************** 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
  

 Discussion. 



 
 

Process for requesting change to program area or major course designation to meet 
Globalization and Advanced Writing requirements 

South Dakota State University (6-17-05) 
 
Change in selected course if proposed course is on BOR-SDSU approved list: 
 

1. Complete SDSU Department Report Form (with required attachments, i.e., syllabus, 
etc.) and submit to Office of Academic Affairs. Following approval, the forms will be 
filed in the Academic Evaluation and Assessment Office.  

 
2. Complete minor program modification form to change course designation for 

globalization and/or advanced writing requirement and submit to Office of Academic 
Affairs. Indicate on the form that the course will be used to meet the general education 
requirement for globalization and/or advanced writing.  

 
3. Approval is at the institution level. 

 
 
Change in selected course if proposed course is NOT on BOR-SDSU approved list: 
 

1. Complete the SDSU Department Report Form (with required attachments, i.e., 
syllabus, etc.) and submit to Office of Academic Affairs. Following approval, the 
forms will be filed in the Academic Evaluation and Assessment Office. 

  
2. Complete the appropriate curriculum change request form to change course designation 

for globalization and/or advanced writing requirement and submit to Office of 
Academic Affairs 

a. New course:  Complete the new course request form and indicate on the form 
that the new course will be used to meet globalization and/or advanced writing 
requirement(s).  

b. Use of existing course:  Complete the minor course modification form to change 
course designation for globalization and/or advanced writing requirement and 
submit to Office of Academic Affairs. Note on the form that the course will be 
used to meet the general education requirement for globalization and/or 
advanced writing.  

 
3. Approval is at the BOR level. 
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