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SUBJECT:  Implementing the 120-Credit Hour Requirement 
 

If the Board approves the recommended policy change establishing a 120-credit hour 
program requirement, the Council will need to spend some time discussing the implementation 
of this policy.  Further, the Board may elect to impose stipulations that will need to be 
considered.  Regardless, the following discussion steps will be considered. 
 

1) Timeline – The proposal before the Board recommends that curricular changes 
be completed by June 30 (June Board meeting).  If this is approved by the 
Board as recommended, a series of intermediate deadlines will need to be 
established.  These will drive this at the system level. 
 

2) Implementation plans/strategies – In addition to timelines, strategies for the on-
campus review will need to be developed.  Given that the culture and the 
curricular review processes of the separate campuses are different, most likely 
different strategies will be employed.  However, since faculty do compare notes, 
it will be important for each campus to have a general understanding of how the 
other campuses are approaching this project.  The Council will spend some time 
talking through this.  One item that may provide useful background is the 
analysis of the requirements for every program offered disaggregated by SGR’s, 
IGR’s, major requirements, supporting requirements, and free electives.  This 
was presented to the Board’s Committee A in March of 2011 - 
http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/agenda/2011/documents/COMMA0311I-D.pdf.  

 
3) Establishing guidelines to request exceptions – The proposed policy statement 

that will be considered by the Board includes the caveat that, “Exceptions may 
be granted for those cases in which a program must comply with specific 
standards established by external accreditation, licensure or regulatory bodies.”  
If approved, the Council needs to establish guidelines that can help administer 
this process. 

 

http://www.sdbor.edu/theboard/agenda/2011/documents/COMMA0311I-D.pdf


Since most states have established a similar exception, there are examples that can be 
used to guide the process.  The following is excerpted from Florida. 

 
6C-8.014 Bachelors’ Degree Exceptions to 120 Credit Hours Requirement.  
 
(1) In accordance with the requirements of Section 1007.25, F.S., the Board of 

Governors may approve a request by a university board of trustees for a 
bachelor’s degree program to exceed 120 credit hours to degree. Programs 
may be approved for the following reasons:  

 
(a) Additional courses are required to meet specialized accreditation 

standards for program content and such accreditation is expected or 
required for program graduates to become employed in the profession for 
which they are being prepared (e.g. Engineering, Architecture); or  

(b)  Additional courses are required to meet state or federal mandated criteria 
for professional licensing (e.g., Teacher Education).  

(c)  The degree program offers a unique and innovative learning experience, 
such as honors programs, individualized study, and other non-traditional 
approaches to education. 

 
Other issues – Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss other issues that 

need to be addressed in guidelines/processes as this policy is implemented.   
 
 
 


