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SUBJECT:  BOR Policy 2:29-Definition of Credits and Related Institutional Requirements 

 
At its retreat, the Board considered the topic of credit hours required for both associate 

and baccalaureate degrees.  This review built on a series of more narrowly focused discussions 
held the past few years as the Board considered new program proposals or program modification 
proposals.  During these discussions, it was routinely noted that the system did not have any 
policies proscribing the credit hours required for a degree.  Rather, by convention the system had 
adopted a standard of 128 credit hours for a baccalaureate degree and 64 credit hours for an 
associate degree. 
 

Information provided to the Board showed that the number of credit hours required does 
vary from institution to institution and even within a given institution.  However, a summary of 
requirements of other states shows that by far the most common standard is 120 credit hours.  Of 
the other 49 states, 128 credits is the standard in four (IN, NH, NJ, NM), 124 credits is the 
standard in 2 (AR, HI), 122 credits is the standard in 2 (DE, OH), and 120 credits is the standard 
requirement in the other 41.  Of those with a minimum of 120 hours, this limit was established 
by policy or by statute in 24 states.  The requirement in all neighboring states is 120 credit hours.   
 

After considering materials provided and discussing the issue with the Presidents, the 
Board directed staff to bring forward a policy recommendation for consideration in October.  To 
this end, it is proposed that the following section be inserted into Board policy. 

 
Each baccalaureate level degree program offered shall require one 
hundred twenty (120) credit hours and each associate level degree 
program offered shall require (60) credit hours.  Exceptions may be 
granted for those cases in which a program must comply with specific 
standards established by external accreditation, licensure or regulatory 
bodies.  All new programs proposed after January 1, 2012 will comply 
with this requirement and all existing programs will be modified to 
conform to this requirement by June 30, 2012.   

 
Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss this proposed language and to 

forward this to COPS with or without modifications.   



 

C. Institutional Credit Requirements for Degree-Seeking Students 
 
1) Each baccalaureate level degree program offered shall require one hundred twenty (120) 

credit hours and each associate level degree program offered shall require (60) credit hours.  
Exceptions may be granted for those cases in which a program must comply with specific 
standards established by external accreditation, licensure or regulatory bodies.  All new 
programs proposed after January 1, 2012 will comply with this requirement and all existing 
programs will be modified to conform to this requirement by June 30, 2012.   

 
21) Minimum number of credit hours that must be earned from the institution granting the degree: 
 

Baccalaureate  32 hours 
Associate   16 hours 

 
32) Number of the last credit hours earned preceding completion of the degree that must be earned 

from the institution granting the degree: 
 

Baccalaureate  16 of the last 32 hours 
Associate   8 of the last 16 hours 

 
43) Minimum number of credit hours specified in the major or minor requirements that must be 

completed at the degree granting institution: 50 percent.  However, this requirement may be 
waived for students enrolled in the set of majors offered at the system’s Centers which include 
in the established programs of study common courses offered by one of the other Regental 
universities.  In addition, the Vice President for Academic Affairs/Provost may make exceptions 
to this requirement for individuals based on the student’s prior learning experiences.   

 
54) Degree seeking students may complete requirements for a minor at any Regental university that 

has been approved to grant that minor.  This minor will be recorded on the transcript in 
conjunction with a degree/major at that university or a degree/major at any other Regental 
university.  A minor will only be recorded on the transcript in conjunction with a degree and 
major.  

 
65) Student course load status is based on the number of credit hours for which a student is enrolled.  
 
 ½ Time Status  6 credit hours minimum 
 ¾ Time Status  9 credit hours minimum 

Full Time Status  12 or more credit hours 
 Overload Status  19 or more credit hours.   
 
 To be eligible for overload status, a student must have a 2.70 cumulative grade point average 

and approval by the Dean of the student’s division/college at the home institution. 


	Baccalaureate  32 hours

