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SUBJECT:  BOR Policy 2:5 Transfer of Credit and 2:29 Definitions of Credits and 

Related Institutional Requirements 
 

The Regental institutions are taking steps to increase the opportunities for students to 
study abroad.  The most common strategy being used to promote these options is the 
development of partnerships with colleges and universities around the world.  Typically, these 
partnerships are established by agreements that guide a range of opportunities for students, 
faculty and staff.  Imbedded within these agreements are guidelines that govern options for cross 
enrollment of students in common programs of study.  Since curricula offered are very similar, 
students can commonly enroll in required courses offered at the partner university.   

 
Unfortunately, existing policy states that while credits may be transferred in from 

universities outside the United States, the letter grades for these courses are not recorded.  
Rather, by policy these are transcribed as “CR”, the grade assigned in these cases.  Since there 
are situations where it would be desirable to allow for transfer of grades, for instance where the 
courses in question are courses required for the major, this is a disincentive for many students. 
 

To permit some flexibility, the following change to Section 9 of BOR policy 2:5 is 
proposed.  
 

9. Undergraduate and Graduate Courses from Postsecondary Institutions outside the United 
States. 

 
A. Courses considered for transfer are subject to all BOR policies and any conditions 

for validation that may be prescribed by the accepting institution. 
 

B. When the courses are accepted for transfer, equivalent courses are recorded on the 
transcript. but  Most commonly, the grade earned at the sending institution is not 
recorded or calculated into the grade point averages.  However, at the discretion 
of the institution’s chief academic officer, grades may be recorded and used to 
determine the transfer and cumulative GPA’s.  using tThe following guidelines 
will be used: 



 
1) If there are specific equivalent graduate courses at the university evaluating the 

credit, these specific courses should be used when granting equivalencies. 
 
2) If there are no equivalent graduate courses at the university evaluating the 

credit, these courses will be recorded, and equivalencies granted, using the 
following guidelines: 

 
a. If the academic discipline is available at the university evaluating the 

credit, but there is no discipline equivalent course, use the discipline prefix 
and the appropriate course level (700 for masters’ programs and 800 for 
doctoral programs).   

b. If the academic discipline is not available at the university evaluating the 
credit, use the GEN prefix and the appropriate course level (700 for 
masters’ programs and 800 for doctoral programs).   

 
In addition, Section 2 of Board Policy 2:29 establishes that a student earning a 

baccalaureate degree must complete 16 of the last 32 credits earned from the institution awarding 
the degree.  For students spending their senior year studying abroad, this could serve as a barrier 
since credits earned during these experiences are commonly treated as transfer work.  To address 
this, the following change to this policy is proposed and allows the campus chief academic 
officer to waive the requirement. 

 
C. Institutional Credit Requirements for Degree-Seeking Students 

 
2) Number of the last credit hours earned preceding completion of the degree that 

must be earned from the institution granting the degree: 
 

Baccalaureate  16 of the last 32 hours 
Associate   8 of the last 16 hours 
 
The campus chief academic officer may make exceptions to this requirement in 
those cases where there are unique factors, such as participation in an approved 
study abroad program or in other similar authorized experiences. 

 
Members of the Council should be prepared to discuss these recommended changes. 

 
 
 


