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SUBJECT:  Teacher Education Programming – Advanced Offerings 
 

A few weeks ago, the Executive Director and the system VPAA met with DOE 
leadership to discuss master’s level programs in teacher education.  This meeting was called to 
see if strategies could be developed to address the common complaint that in-service teachers 
need to enroll in on-campus offerings to benefit from the reduced tuition program.  As the 
discussion unfolded, DOE staff did add that increasing the number of classroom teachers holding 
an advanced degree is one of their goals.  It was soon agreed that it made sense to explore a 
partnership between the BOR and DOE to address these issues.   
 

Dr. Warner and Secretary Oster committed to supporting a project to design a common 
master’s degree program that will help classroom teachers develop greater competency in 
content knowledge, pedagogical content knowledge, classroom management skills, and/or to 
serve in instructional leadership roles.  This program could be seen as an evolution from the 
array of curriculum and instruction/classroom teaching programs currently offered to a more 
narrowly focused program with a set of common courses delivered by all participating 
institutions enhanced by some unique options provided by the separate campuses.  In addition, 
they stressed that it will be equally important to include alternate forms of delivery and alternate 
cost structures to provide for greater convenience as well as for affordability.   
 

The goal is not to replace what each of the campuses is already doing, even though this 
may become an alternative for some of the off-campus offerings.  The goal is to have a program 
proposal prepared for Board action at their December meeting.  Once approved, it is hoped that 
this could be offered to initial cohorts next summer.  
 

We’re in the process of contracting with Charles Coble to assist us with this effort.  
While more details may be available by the time of the AAC meeting, I am working with some 
representatives from the curriculum and instruction programs to get a schedule established so 
that Charles can make travel arrangements.  At this time the initial meeting is tentatively planned 
for October 4-5. 
 

There have been discussions about continuing this into the spring semester using the 
same perspectives to develop a common leadership program.   
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